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DEDICATION 


To those of our comrades, who having come to taste of 
the great adventure, forever rest in honour in a foreign 
land; to the women who would have come but could not, 
and, waiting patiently, asked and prayed through the 
weary years; to those who came, and, by the Grace of 
God returned to their country; and, to those not yet come 
into their land, but later to be born in the days of Peace, 
and to hand down through countless generations the 
stories of that which was done for a great cause—this 
little volume is dedicated as some small part of a Nation’s 


History. 
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FOREWORD 


The Great War has changed the world for millions 
of men and women, and not least for the people of Aus- 
tralia. Nearly half a million of the flower of her youth 
have passed through a fiery experience, such ag would 
never have come to them in centuries of peace. The War 
has been, for these men, not all destruction, nor waste, 
nor desolation. For they have acquired a greater man- 
hood, a confidence in themselves and their Nation, a re- 
fining of spirit and of character, and a widening of their 
outlook on life. They have learned comradeship, loyalty 
to an ideal, steadfastness of purpose, the true meaning 
of devotion and self-sacrifice, and of co-operation to a 
common end. 

In the Australian Imperial Force there has been po 
ideal so great, no motive so potent, as loyalty to the 
Unit, and in every Battalion, Battery and Company 
bonds of fellowship have been forged that no lapse of 
time can sunder. The pride of the men in their Unit, 
their jealousy for its prestige, their ardour for its re- 
nown and reputation have been throughout factors of 
paramount influence in shaping and upholding its tra- 
ditions. 

In no Unit of the A.LF. has this spirit of Unit con- 
sciousness been stronger than in the Third Pioneer Bat- 
talion. Its record for faithful and efficient endeavour, 
and for distinguished performance, stands second to that 
of no other Unit that took the field. This little book is 
the story of its birth and of its life, a story lovingly 
pieced together by men of the Battalion who have ren- 
dered to it and to their country notable service; and in 
it are enshrined the records of its deeds, by the remem- 
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brance of which it shall live in the annals of its native 
land. 


Whether at work or at play, whether training or fight- 
ing, the Third Pioneers have ever had but one standard, 
and that was of the very best. Their story will endure 
in the memory of every man of the Battalion until the 
last one of them has gone to his last account. 


JOHN MONASH, 


Lieut.-General. 


2-4-19. 
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PREFACE 


Fully to deal with all the jobs on which the 3rd 
PIONEER BATTALION was engaged in France, would 
be a difficult undertaking. In some cases careful diaries 
were kept, in others it is necessary to depend much upon 
memory, and many members who took part in the earlier 
work are no longer available. However, an endeavour 
has been made to deal with the periods, in such a way as 
to cover the whole of the work generally. Fireside talks, 
in these days of peace, will doubtless fill in the detail that 
has been omitted. 

The photographs, in the text, deal as far as possible 
with the tasks of the unit and the places which it visited. 

The history throughout is a true record of the general 
experiences of a technical-fighting unit of the A.LF., 
formed to be either. 

For the first part of its experience in France, nothing 
beyond varied technical work in forward areas was 
carried out. Then, after the German offensive of 1918, 
the work became more closely allied with that of the In- 
fantry, and although not employed as fighting troops, the 
Pioneers duties took them with the Infantry on minor 
operations, to dig in and consolidate, and more than once 
they became mixed up with the usual work of the other 
arm. Later, when the counter offensive was progressing 
so favorably, and the strength of the A.LF. was low, the 
Unit was definitely allotted responsible Infantry duties 
when occasion demanded, and was able to show that it 
could fight as well as it had worked for many long months 
with no opportunity of hitting back. Thus, during the 
months of the final offensive, the Unit worked alternately 
on Infantry and technical work; months of victory for 
British arms. and a period during which the battalion 
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earried out the most valued work it had been able to do 
in France. 

It is hoped that this volume will be appreciated as a 
memento of the most stirring times of our lives, and that 
occasional glances at its pages will revive memories of 
comrades whose joys and sorrows we shared for so many 
long months. 

Much has, of necessity, been omitted from the book, but 
the main facts are there. If mistakes are found, as they 
probably will be, and omissions are noted, it is hoped that 
they will be looked on as mistakes which were unavoid- 
able, and in no way intentional. The compilation has 
involved a fair amount of close work, not always under 
the best conditions, both in France immediately after the 
Armistice, and later in Australia. 


—M.B.B.K. 
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Cuaprer I. 
FORMATION OF THE BATTALON. 


When it was decided to form three more divisions in 
the organisation of the A.LF., the 3rd in Australia, and 
the 4th and 5th in Egypt, it was also arranged to include 
in each division a Pioneer Battalion. 

Except in the Indian Army, this unit was new to the 
British Army establishments, and while it was probably 
generally recognised that much of their duty would be of 
a purely technical nature, the organisation as laid down 
in Australia was shown as an Infantry one, and arms and 
equipment were much the same. 

Lieut.-Colonel R. Law was selected to command the 
new regiment, and it was agreed that as this was the 
first to be formed in Australia, an excellent opportunity 
presented itself for selecting types of men suitable for 
employment, either as Engineers or Infantry, as the oc- 
casion might demand. 

In the first steps taken towards selecting the personnel, 
as many officers as possible were drawn from those who had 
had either civil or military experience as engineers, and 
the Commonwealth Military Engineer School, at Moore 
Park, Sydney, furnished a large proportion. 

The Battalion was organised as a composite All States 
unit in the following proportions :—Headquarters and ‘‘A’”’ 
Coy. (Major W. Adams) from Victoria; ‘‘B’’ Coy. (Capt. 
M. B. B. Keating) from New South Wales; ‘‘C’’ Coy. 
(Capt. H. P. Phillips) from Queensland; and ‘‘D’’ Coy., 
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a composite company with half from South and half from 
Western Australia. 

The organisation of the battalion was in full swing by 
20th February, 1916, with its headquarters at the Royal 
Agricultural Show Ground, Ascot Vale. About the middle 
of March, Headquarters and A Company moved to the 
final camp area at Campbellfield. Here the companies 
from the other States marched in one by one until, by the 
20th April, the whole unit had assembled, and the strength, 
including the 1st Reinforcement, was complete. 


In addition to the normal organisation of the Head- 
quarters of an Infantry battalion, authority was ob- 
tained for the formation of a band, and special efforts 
were made to make this valuable part of the battalion 
strength, one well in keeping with a unit of a high effi- 
ciency. The bandsmen were mainly drawn from the depot 
band at Broadmeadows, and were highly qualified. No 
better band, individually or collectively, has ever left Aus- 
tralia. 


The officers comprising the Headquarters of the unit 
were Lieutenant Colonel R. Law, Commanding; Major 
W. W. Berry, 2nd in Command; Capt. S. W. Hawkins, 
Adjutant; Capt. E. H. Dike, Quartermaster; Lieut. B. L. 
Kirke, Machine Gun officer (afterwards Lewis Gun offi- 
cer); Lieut. H. C. Fenton, Transport officer; and Lieut. 
C. Simpson, Bombing officer. 


THE FORMATION OF THE VICTORIAN COMPANY. 


AND ist REINFORCEMENT. 
ane Coy. 


The formation of the company from the Third Military 
District goes side by side with the organisation of the 
Headquarters of the Battalion. The first Headquarters 
was located at the Show Ground at Ascot Vale, and here, 
from February 20th onwards, the strength gradually in- 
creased to a full company, together with the first rein- 
forcement for the battalion. 

The great majority of the men were ‘‘raw,’’ selected 
from the recruiting depot at Sturt Street, Melbourne, 
and, in the main, untouched by military organisation 
previously. 
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During the time at Ascot Vale, organisation, selection 
of n.c.o’s. and infantry training were proceeded with, 
and as most of the men were skilled tradesmen of an ex- 
cellent stamp, the company was soon a unit of good 
quality. 

About the middle of March a move was made to 
Campbellfield, where the gradual mobilisation of the bat- 
talion from all States was to take place; tents and cook- 
houses were erected, and all preparations made for a 
complete detached camp. 

Here further training in infantry work was carried 
out, both as a company and with the battalion, both by 
tactical schemes and route marches. The officers of the 
company at this time were Major Adams, Lieuts. F. B. 
Stark, C. Simpson, H. C. Fenton, P. Fennelly, and W. 
Bishop. At a later date, after the whole battalion had 
marched in, Capt. J. A. Nunn came to the company as 
2nd in command, and Lieut. Stark went to B. Coy as the 
senior subaltern. 


THE FORMATION OF THE N.S.W. COMPANY. 
“BRB” Coy. 


About the end of February, 1916, first steps towards 
forming the N.S.W. company were undertaken at Liver- 
pool camp. It was recognised that an excellent opor- 
tunity presented itself of picking a very fine body’ of 
tradesmen and bushworkers on the lines of a Field com- 
pany, and capable of carrying out any class of technical 
work which might crop up. 

It was finally decided that two platoons were to be 
selected from the camp at Liverpool, and to consist for 
the most part of highly skilled tradesmen. The other 
half company was to be selected at Bathurst camp, and 
be composed of the bushworker and railway construction 
type. For this purpose, as soon as the Liverpool quota 
was complete, two officers went to Bathurst and com- 
pleted the selection of the company quota. The selection 
was throughout as careful as possible, and a keen and 
capable lot of men were got together. 
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The Liverpool half company organised into two pla- 
toons (No. 5 and 6), and commenced infantry training. 
During the early part of March, these two platoons also 
built a field firing range, with special features, such as a 
church, roads, bridges, etc., which was still in use at a 
recent date. 

On the 17th March the whole company mobilised at the 
Show Ground in Sydney, the two platoons from Bathurst 
(No. 7 and 8) joining the rest of the company, direct by 
train from their country camp. It is interesting to note 
in connection with this day, that a scratch tug-’o-war 
team, selected from the company, won all pulls against 
the best representative teams in Sydney, at the St. Pat- 
rick’s day sports. 

On the 20th March the company marched to the sta- 
tion, and entrained for Victoria, being the first complete 
unit of the 3rd Division to leave New South Wales. The 
journey down was an excellent one, and, twenty-four 
hours after entraining, the company was settled down in 
its new quarters with Headquarters and A company of 
the battalion, in the camp at Campbellfield. 

The officers of the company were selected from the 
Engineer Depot at Moore Park, and were Capt. M. B. 
Keatinge, and Lieuts. A. G. Stephenson, T. C. Horne, W. 
E. Pyke, L. Giblin, M. T. Cottam. Lieuts. A. Corin, Jack- 
son and Blunt also went to Victoria with the company for 
allotment to various Pioneer reinforcements. 


THE FORMATION a? THE QUEENSLAND COM- 


“«Q” Coy. 


During the first week in March, 1916, the 1st Military 
District received orders for the formation of one com- 
pany of Pioneers, from Queensland recruits. 

The officers, Capt. H. P. Phillips and Lieutenants J. A. 
E. Toone, C. A. N. Loftus, P. H. Brown and S. B. Ward 
had already been selected, and Company Headquarters 
was established at the Show Ground in Brisbane, where 
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recruiting was commenced. Owing to the meagre 
general knowledge of the scope of Pioneers, due to the 
unit being the first of its kind to be formed in Australia, 
some difficulty was at first experienced in obtaining 
voluntary recruits. However, when it was explained to 
the men that the unit was to be a semi-technical, and semi- 
fighting unit, all difficulties of this nature were over- 
come, and an excellent lot of men offered, and were 
selected, from the depot at Fraser’s camp. Being trades- 
men and skilled men of every sort, they were well quali- 
fied to carry out any form of technical work, and were 
also of a good type for employment as infantry if neces- 
sary. 

At about this time, Lieut. Col. R. Law, who had been 
appointed C.O., visited Brisbane, inspecting the company 
and addressing the men on their probable future. 

By the end of March the strength of the company was 
complete, most of the n.c.o’s. had been selected, and care- 
ful training in infantry work and organisation was in 
progress. The keenness displayed by the men resulted 
in much efficiency and good discipline, all ranks apprecia- 
ting the advantage of a definite organisation in place of 
the usual uncertain units of a large drafting camp. 

On the 17th April, 1916, the company entrained for the 
Battalion Mobilisation Camp in Victoria, and after a 
journey of two and a half days, arrived at the camp at 
Campbellfield, being the last company to march in, and 
completing the strength of the unit. 

Lieut. Toone was promoted Captain and second in com- 
mand of the company, and Lieut. Keam joined the wom- 
pany as a platoon commander. 


FORMATION OF THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
HALF COMPANY. 


LD bad Coy. 


About February, 1916, authority reached MHead- 
quarters, Blackboy Hill Camp, Western Australia, for 
the formation of a half company of Pioneers as part of 
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the composite South and Western Australian company 
of the 3rd Pioneers then forming. This unit of three offi- 
cers and 120 other ranks, was to undergo training in 
Western Australia, and at a later date, to join the rest 
of the battalion at Melbourne. 

Little was then known of the work of the unit on 
service, and the usual difficulty was found in getting re- 
eruits for the company, it being at first necessary to de- 
tail men for the work. After a visit to the unit by the 
Commanding Officer of the battalion, who was able to 
tell them something more of the work, volunteers were 
readily forthcoming. The officers of the company at that 
time were Lieuts. Nunn, Tatham and Johnson. 

The half company was trained purely as infantry, and 
by the time it was to embark, the men were keen, smart, 
and a well disciplined little fighting foree—technical 
also, as al] the men had good professional or trade quali- 
fications. 

The unit embarked in H.M.A.T. ‘‘Beltana’’ on 9th 
April, 1916, and after a good voyage, with plenty of 
deck space—they being the only troops aboard—arrived 
in Port Melbourne on Saturday, 15th April, disembarking 
and proceeding to Campbellfield, where the battalion was 
mobilising. 

Two days later, the 17th April, the amalgamation of 
the composite company took place, the South Australians 
having marched in a week earlier. 


FORMATION OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HALF 
COMPANY, 


seus? Coy. 


During the early days of March, 1916, the formation 
of the half company from South Australia, was com- 
menced. Lieut. Cleland was in charge of the selection 
of the men, and every assistance was given by the Camp 
Commandant of the depot at the Exhibition Buildings 
eamp in Adelaide. 
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As each new batch of recruits marched in, men were 
daily selected, skilled tradesmen and bushmen being par- 
ticularly sought after. 

The half company was equipped, inoculated, vacci- 
nated, given three weeks’ recruit training, final leave, 
and entrained for Victoria on the evening of 16th April. 

On arrival at Melbourne they were met by the Adju- 
tant, and guided into camp at Campbellfield, where a 
week later they amalgamated with the Western Austra- 
lian half company. 

The officers of the half company were Lieuts. W. J. 
Rose, W. L. Cleland and J. H. Lindon. 


2ND OF THE 3RD. 


The second reinforcement of the battalion was formed 
in Seymour Camp, Victoria, and consisted of 50 men 
transferred from engineers in that camp, and 100 se- 
lected from infantry reinforcements then training in 
Geelong. 

Lieuts. Logan and Duncan were in charge of the com- 
pany, and about a month’s training was carried out prior 
to embarkation on 28th July, 1916. 

The voyage to England, via the Cape, on the transport 
‘“Themistocles’’ (Colonel Wanliss, C.O. troops) was a 
good one, the company finally reaching Perham Down 
camp in the middle of September. f 

About a month later reinforcements were needed 
for the 4th and 5th Pioneer battalions then in France and 
50 men from the company were sent to each of those 
units. Of the remainder, 20 joined the battalion at Lark 
Hill, and came with it to France on 26th November, the 
rest joining up in France at a later date. 


38RD OF THE 3RD. 


The third reinforcement was formed from the residue 
of the original battalion, and men in camp at Seymour, 
who had been recruited from the permanent guard at 
B 
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the Domain camp, Melbourne. Great care was exercised 
in choosing the men, to see that only tradesmen were 
selected. ‘The original sailing date was laid down for 
11th September, but owing to one of the black crew con- 
tracting measles, the S.S. ‘‘Karoo’’ (A-10) was quaran- 
tined and delay was made until 18th September, 1916. 
The voyage was quite uneventful. Calls were made at 
Fremantle, Durban, Capetown, and Dakar. Plymouth 
was reached on 15th November. No hostile submarines 
nor German mariners were sighted on route. The officers 
were Lieuts. Thos. Thompson, Ward and Norwood. 


4TH OF THE 3RD. 


This reinforcement was selected from men who had 
been for some time at Domain camp in Melbourne, and 
in August, 1916, went to Seymour to organise as Pioneers 
and fill up to strength. 

The officers were Lieut. A. J. Muntz and L. H. Finch. 
While at Seymour technical and infantry training was 
carried out. 

They embarked on 21st October, 1916, in the ‘‘Port 
Melbourne,’’ and landed at Devonport on 29th Decem- 
ber, 1916, going direct to Lark Hill camp. 

In April, 1917, about 100 sailed to France, and the 
balance sailed in May. 


5TH REINFORCEMENT, | 


This reinforcement was formed in New South Wales. 
and was originally called 8th of the 1st, but about three 
weeks before sailing, was turned into 5th of the 3rd. 
The reinforcement sailed in the ‘‘Benalla,’’ on 9th 
November, 1916, after having spent about three weeks 
in the Engineers’ Depot in Moore Park, and the last six 
weeks in the Agricultural Show Grounds. 

The draft reached England via Durban, Capetown, 
Sierra Leone on 9th January, 1917, and went at once to 
Lark Hill No. 26 camp. 
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The reinforeement was broken up, many going to 
Engineers and Infantry, and not more than half reached 
3rd Pioneers. 


6TH OF THE 3RD. 


This reinforcement was formed in West Australia, and 
originally intended for an Infantry battalion. On 6th 
December, 1916, it was concentrated in Blackboy camp, 
W.A., and embarked in the ‘‘Persia,’’ at Fremantle, on 
29th December, 1916. 


They travelled via Durban, Cape Town and Sierra 
Leone, arriving at Devonport about 3rd March, 1917. 


The unit trained at Lark Hill, part of its strength 
eventually going to Infantry and Engineers. The re 
mainder joined the battalion at various times. 


The officers were Lieuts. Rees, Lind and Taylor. 


7TH OF THE 3RD. 


The forming of the seventh reinforcement was greatly 
influenced by the reported engineering nature of the 
work now being done by the Pioneers in France. To this 
end men were carefully seiected from the Broadmeadows 
camp, and sent off to Seymour for training. About the 
end of April, 1917, this reinforcement was working as a 
company, including a good deal of practical work in their 
syllabus. The Pioneer sergeants were fresh from the 
Engineer Officers’ Training School, Sydney, and together 
with the men showed the greatest interest and energy 
possible in their useful work. 


On the 4th August, 1917, the unit embarked at Port 
Melbourne in the S.S. ‘‘Themistocles’’ (Colonel Dean, 
V.C., C.0.), with Lieut. C. Gallop and Lieut. J. K. 
McDougall as O.C., and second in command respectively. 
The route taken was across the Pacific, through the 
Panama Canal up to Halifax, and then to Glasgow, where 
they landed on 2nd October, 1917, and immediately en- 
trained for Fovant camp, Salisbury. Later on the Pio- 
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neers were transferred to Sutton Veny, where the usual 
three months of preparation for overseas took place. In 
February 1918, the first quota from the reinforcement was 
sent to join the battalion, to be followed at intervals 
by the remainder. 


8TH OF THE 3RD. 


The eighth reinforcement was formed at Seymour, July 
1917, most of the recruits coming from the country dis- 
tricts of Victoria. The reinforcement consisted of two 
officers (Lieuts. Larkin and Middleton) and 133 other 
ranks. During the period of training this reinforcement 
entered for, and won two competitions, against all units, 
for platoon and company drill. 

They embarked on H.M.A.T. ‘‘Nestor,’’ at Port Mel- 
bourne, on 21st November, 1917, and arrived at Suez on 
Ist December, 1917. Disembarking, they went into camp 
at Suez, where they carried out training until 9th Janu- 
ary, 1918, when they entrained for Port Said, arriving 
there at 3 p.m. After one hour stay they embarked at 
4 p.m. on H.M.T. ‘‘Kashgar.’’ For some reason the sail- 
ing was delayed until the 16th, when it left, convoyed by 
two Japanese destroyers, for Taranto, Italy. During the 
trip a floating mine was sighted and destroyed by fire from 
the destroyers. 

Arriving at Taranto on 20th January, 1918, they disem- 
barked and marched to camp. They remained here until 
24th January, when they entrained for Cherbourg, France, 
at 8 p.m., arriving there 2.30 p.m., 3lst January. The 
Channel was crossed in the paddle steamer ‘‘Mona’s 
Queen,’’ which arrived at Southampton at midnight. The 
unit camped at Sutton Veney, where it was cut up; more 
than half going to Infantry depots. 
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CuaptTer II. 


TRAINING AT CAMPBELLFIELD. 


During the formation at Campbellfield, the Rev. Huth- 
nance marched in as Padre, and Mr. Varley was at- 
tached as Y.M.C.A. representative. Efforts were made to 
give as much amusement as possible, and a large marquee 
was erected for concerts, ete. Concert parties visited 
the camp at various times, and gave many excellent 
shows. 

As soon as the companies had marched in and had 
settled down to their normal life of training, detailed 
schemes and syllabuses were drawn up for a course of 
progressive battalion training in general infantry work. 
The matter of technical training was unfortunately ne- 
glected chiefly owing to the great difficulty in obtaining 
the necessary engineering stores required for this class 
of work. However, the unit, as regards close infantry 
work, and elementary attack formation, was, by the time 
it embarked, a well trained battalion, and the discipline 
was exemplary. 

Thus the training progressed, and became more or less 
monotonous to all ranks, in spite of several interesting 
little ceremonial parades, which somewhat varied the 
daily round. 

In the latter part of May the battalion, as was the cus- 
tom, marched through the streets of the capital. The 
march was a very fine one, and was enjoyed by all. The 
Governor-General took the salute from the steps of the 
House of Parliament. At a later date Sir Ronald Munro 
Ferguson visited the camp and inspected it, on which oc- 
easion he was received by a guard of honor of a Captain 
two subalterns and a hundred other ranks. The guard 
consisted of picked men averaging over 5 ft. 10 ins. high. 
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On the Sunday, two weeks before embarkation, this 
guard of honor became the guard for the presentation of 
the colors, which had been given to the battalion. 

On this Sunday the whole battalion marched to the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, and formed up in a three 
sided square, where the colors, with all the traditional 
ceremony of these occasions, were handed to the two 
standard bearers (Lieut. F. B. Stark, King’s Color; Lieut. 
B. L. Kirke, Regimental Color), and the color sergeants 
from the battalion, by Lady Stanley, wife of the State 
Governor. This done, the Colors were saluted by the 
battalion, and the unit marched back to St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral, where at an impressive service, the Colors were con 
secrated, and handed by the commanding officer to the 
Archbishop and Dean of the Cathedral, there to be laid 
by until such time as the authorised representatives of 
the unit should order them to be taken down, to be 
carried once more by the unit. 

By this time much office work was in progress; em- 
barkation rolls were being prepared, and checked, and all 
was ready for the embarkation in good time. 


EMBARKATION. 


On the morning of the 6th June, 1916, the battalion 
embarked in H.M.A.T. ‘‘ Wandilla’’ for an unknown des- 
tination (as far as the bulk of the unit was concerned). 
Many relations and friends were on the wharf to say 
good bye, and all were relieved when the stir among the 
people below showed that the hawsers were being cast 
off, and that the first stage of overseas experience was 
about to commence. Hundreds of long colored paper 
streamers unfurled themselves from ship to wharf, and as 
the distance became greater, gradually broke—the last 
tangible links with those left behind. 

So the battalion went out to its unknown destiny, full 
of excitement for the future, and regrets for the ones at 
home. The part of the soldier going forth to the Great 
Adventure is, doubtless hard, but how much harder is 
the part of the woman—whether mother, wife, sister or 
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Cuaprter III. 
VOYAGE TO ENGLAND. 


Once at sea, the first job was the gaining of that diffi- 
cult acquisition—sea legs, and many spent their first 
seven days or so in much discomfort, the arrival at Fre- 
mantle being a welcome reprieve from the tortures of 
sea sickness. At this port general leave was allowed, 
and motor launches took the men ashore, where trains, 
free to those in uniform, took them up to Perth. The day 
was spent in seeing all that could be seen in the time, of 
the capital and Fremantle, and late at night all came 
aboard, tired but cheerful. At midday the ship sailed 
for Durban. 

On the voyage across the Indian Ocean meningitis 
broke out, and the port was reached with the yellow flag 
flying. For this reason general leave could not be al- 
lowed to the town, and the ship berthed at the coal 
wharves. While the ship was coaling the battalion went 
for a long route march around the coast, stopping at 
whaling stations, amidst unpleasant smells, and watching 
the various processes for extracting the oil and whale- 
bone. All this was new and most interesting. They 
marched back to the ship across the hills, through the 
scrub where monkeys disported themselves in the trees. 

Shortly after this Capetown was reached, with the 
same quarantine restrictions unfortunately in force. 
Here, again, the battalion went on a route march up the 
hills to the Cecil Rhodes Memorial, and therefore saw a 
little of the district. Steaming north from the Cape and 
through the tropics, St. Vincent, in the Cape Verde Is- 
lands, was reached, and it was here that the first real 
precautions for anti-submarine defence were undertaken. 
The ship lay in the bay, surrounded by dozens of boats, 
full of natives, who dived for coins, and tried to sell 
fruit. 
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At sundown the ship started to coal, stopping after an 
hour or so with the evident intention of resuming in the 
morning. A little after midnight, however, she silently 
stole out of the harbor with all lights out, to cover the 
last stage of the journey. The trip through the Cape 
Verde Islands had been the prettiest part of the voyage, 
and now came the most dangerous. Fortunately, thanks 
to Providence and the British Navy, it was negotiated 
without incident, except for a submarine alarm, and the 
picking up of a destroyer off the coast of Spain, which 
escorted the ship up channel to the final port. 

Steaming up the Channel in a heavy mist, the Eddy- 
stone Light was sighted, and the ship swept around, 
“‘lying to’’ off Devonport harbor early in the morning 
of the 26th July. Shortly afterwards the unit went 
ashore to entrain for Lark Hill. 

There is a great difficulty in suitably filling the time 
of a large unit aboard a ship for seven weeks, but a cer- 
tain amount of instructional work and courses of lectures 
were carried out during the voyage. Boat stations had 
to be practised frequently at unexpected times, and con- 
certs were held on the boat deck at night, before the 
danger zone was entered. 

At the Equator the usual ceremonies were carried out, 
and an excellent Father Neptune, with full staff, held 
court in state. Members of the battalion of all ranks 
were tried, and their sentences were duly carried out on 
the well deck. Boxing and other competitions were held 
from time to time, and caused much interest. The only 
sad incident of the voyage was the death of two members 
of the unit, whose bodies were committed to the deep, 
under what are probably the most impressive cireum- 
stances, except those of the battle field. 

Thus the voyage came to a conclusion, under condi- 
tions which threw the companies from widely separated 
States much together for forty-nine days, and cemented 
friendships which were to last through many strenuous 
days, and (it is to be hoped) to continue through life. 
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CuHapter IV. 
SALISBURY PLAIN. 


The unit could not have arrived at a better time. Glad 
to be once more on dry land, all ranks doubly appreciated 
the charming Devon scenery, and the long train was 
dotted with heads well out of the windows, the great 
majority of the men receiving their initiation into the 
beauties of England in her best Summer clothes. The 
wonderful greenness made a great impression, and more 
than one felt deep down in his heart that here was a 
country worth fighting for. 

The route lay through the Devon country (stopping 
for refreshments, provided by the Mayoress and a com- 
mittee at Exeter), across the moors and up into Wiltshire, 
the scenery ever changing, until late at night, Amesbury 
was reached, and the battalion detrained for the march to 
camp at Larkhill. Here troubles were met, for the guides 
who had been detailed, failed to report, and with a storm 
threatening, it was a matter of finding the camp without 
much assistance, in the dark. However, after marching 
by a rather roundabout route, the first trainload found 
the camp, and in spite of the lack of blankets, were able 
to settle down for the night, hoping for better things 
upon the morrow. The other half of the unit then 
marched in and were similarly settled down. And the 
morning was brighter, for search found divisional offi- 
cers, hut lines were allotted to the companies, canteens 
were thrown open, and the battalion began to feel more 
at home, and to sort itself out for the second and last 
period of its training for France. 

Salisbury Plain, though on the surface somewhat bleak 
and uninteresting, is surrounded by pretty villages, and 
is steeped in history and tradition, and, before long, the 
men began to find their way to various points of interest 
and beauty. 
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Daily, the unit drilled on the Roman Cursus, daily 
marched on roads where the knights of Henry had ridden 
and the armies of Cromwell and Charles had marched, 
when the History of England was in the making. So the 
Britons from overseas, came back to the Motherland, 
camping as an army on the camp sites of older armies, 
adding, always adding, to the deathless history of their 
nation, as an Empire builder throughout the ages. 


Leave of four days on disembarkation was given to 
everyone, and was taken to London by the majority. 

Soon training was begun—slowly as first, for everyone 
was soft after a seven weeks’ sea journey—but grad- 
ually leading up to more strenuous times, such as would 
condition wind and muscle for the heavy days before 
them in the field. Gradually, as the troops composing 
the division marched into Larkhill, the training became 
more advanced, and the companies were attached to the 
brigades, on various operations and digging schemes. 
The area at the Bustard, a few miles from the camp, was 
the site of many mimic battles, and soon became inter- 
sected with trenches. Dugouts were put down, and mine 
eraters blown and consolidated. Each company twok its 
turn, and although the nature of the work could not 
compare—as to conditions—with the work in France, a 
certain amount of valuable knowledge was gained. 


Towards the end of the training, the whole battalion 
marched out on a billeting scheme to Middle Wallop, a 
road trip of fifteen miles each way, and returned te 
camp the following day, having billetted the night under 
conditions somewhat approaching the conditions in 
France;-only the village was clean, a typical Hampshire 
village, very different to the ordinary Flemish billets, 
with the backyard at the front door. 


Orders were received for a review, by His Majesty the 
King, on the plain near Bulford, and much preliminary 
work on ceremonial was carried out. On a rather grey 
day, by various roads, the division marched to its as- 
sembly points, and soon they formed one great line of 
battalions in half mass, stretching far across the plain. 
The position of the unit was about the centre, and look 
ing to right and left, the sight was most impressive 
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Over a mile of close packed brown figures on a green 
base, the monotony of the line being relieved by the 
three brigades of Artillery on the extreme right. 

Far away one saw the Royal Party arrive on the green, 
and the King, accompanied by the staff, commenced his 
long ride of inspection down the line. One by one, the 
units sloped and _ presented arms, while the massed 
bands played slow ceremonial marches. The general in- 
spection finished, the march past began. The whole line 
turned to the right, and slowly moved to the first wheel- 
ing point on the extreme right of the line. Here two left 
wheels by battalions brought each unit in succession to 
the position where they turned to the left and marched 
past their sovereign in close column, heads held high, 
and as steady as regulars. On, to the extreme left of the 
line, and diagonally across to the main road, where the 
whole division formed up in one close packed mass, to 
cheer the King on his way to the station. And cheer they 
did; hats were tossed high on the end of the rifles, a roar 
from the dense crowd, and the King had passed, and the 
review was at an end. 

In cold, drizzling rain, the battalion marched back to 
camp, where the C.O. was visited by the G.0.C., who told 
the unit through him that the regiment had run even 
with an Infantry unit of the division for first place on the 
march past. So perhaps all the ceremonial parades, 
practised with much cursing, had not been in vain. 

In this period, from July to November, much useful 
work had been done. Units had been carefully organised, 
Lewis gun, musketry, and bombing training of the indi- 
vidual and unit had been carried out, and officers and 
n.c.o’s. had attended the many excellent schools of in- 
struction available to the troops in England. Technical 
work had not been neglected, and many conferences and 
lectures, with practical training in the field, had evolved, 
at least, a universal system of trench work throughout 
the division. Perhaps more stores of the type to be met in 
France, could have been supplied to the units for train- 
ing, for, throughout the work done, duckboards, ‘‘A’’ 
frames and revetting frames were never seen, and except 
on paper, were new to us when met with in the field. 
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Brigade manoeuvres were carried out under conditions 
as closely approaching to service as possible, including 
attacks by night and day on trench systems. As before 
stated, the Pioneer companies were attached to Brigades 
to carry out the digging of communications and such other 
work as might fall to their lot on the other side of the 
Channel. 


So, by gradual stages, the training of the Division pro- 
gressed, aiming ever at increased efficiency and hardness, 
and shortly before embarkation the whole division set 
out on a fifteen mile route march, in full marching order, 
with all transport loaded. So completely was the camp 
cleared of everything really in it, so carefully was every- 
thing checked, that many thought that this was really the 
farewell to Larkhill and England. Thereby was march 
discipline, and organisation tested. The roads over the 
whole route, throughout the most of the period of the 
march were packed with the long column, and, ag the 
first units of the Division returned to camp, the last was 
filing out by another outlet. 

This concluded, inspections of all units were carried 
out, and shortly before embarkation, the battalion under- 


went a searching overhaul by G.S.O.1. of the Division. 


About the 18th November, first steps were undertaken 
towards embarkation and an officer (Capt. T. C. Horne) 
went across to Havre to act as A.M.L.O. on the other 
side. Daily the unit was practised in sorting out into 
alphabetical order, and nominal rolls were prepared of 
each of the three train loads, for handing the various 
mythical staff officers, who were to. be met at various 
points of the journey. 

At last, the morning of the 25th November, 1916, saw 
the whole battalion in its three parties, entrained at 
Amesbury, and on the way to embark for France. After 
sitting for some time on the wharf at Southampton, the 
battalion, less the transport, embarked in the ‘‘Caes- 
area,’’ sailing at dusk, with all lights out, and an escort 
of destroyers. The passage was not a rough one, but 
few slept much; doubtless there was an air of suppressed 
excitement, caused by the new surroundings, and the un- 
certainty of the immediate future. 
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CuaprTer V. 


ARRIVAL IN FRANCE. 


Daybreak on the 26th November found the battalion 
lying in the ‘‘Caesarea’’ in the port of Havre awaiting 
their orders for disembarkation. After ‘‘standing to’’ for 
some time, the ship was left, and the march to the rest 
camp was begun. Tired, after the journey, the visions 
conjured up by the idea of a rest camp were pleasing in 
the extreme, and the march was cheerfully commenced, 
with thoughts of this pleasant staging camp in everyone’s 
mind. 

Thus the unit trudged up the long road, carrying their 
heavy packs, which each moment bore more heavily on 
their shoulders. The pace of the march became slower, 
the allurements of the rest camp gave place to weariness, 
and for the first time the unit, individually and jointly, 
eursed France, its roads, and its weather. 

For by now, the promising sunny sky of the morning 
had become clouded over, and the weather was more 
typical of the country. Toiling up that endless hill, 
weary feet slushed through mud and slime, and the gut- 
ters ran kerb high with water. So it rained in buckets- 
ful, as the unit marched into the rest camp. What a 
camp! 

All illusions of the ‘‘rest’’ part of it were rudely shat- 
tered, as one gazed at the prospect. A sea of mud and 
water, in which, at the rsual regular intervals, stood 
rows of more or less dilapidated bell tents, their doors 
flapping dismally in the mud and rain. And there they 
were to sleep for the night! perhaps it would be possible, 
if willing hands could clean and drain until some degree 
of comfort was arrived at. However, it was not to be, 
for before nightfall, the unit was under orders for a 
move before daylight, to march back to nearly the start- 
ing point of the morning before, there to entrain for the 
distant front. 
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That early morning parade was not one of the show 
parades of the battalion, and will long be remembered 
by the members of the unit who took part in it. To them 
it is a memory for all time, to those who were not there 
it is of little interest, hence a veil can be safely drawn 
over the details. Let it suffice that, in spite of diffi- 
culties, in spite of the utter lack of candles and break- 
fast, the unit managed to assemble soaked gear, and at 
last march out. Thankfully they entrained, for here, in 
spite of crowding into horse trucks, there was at least the 
great advantage of a solid truck over one’s head as some 
protection from the weather, and also the comfort that 
things could at no time be very much worse than they 
had been the night before. 

For the thirty-nine hours the train crawled, as only 
a French military train can crawl, through the rather 
monotonous scenery of the North of France, until late 
at night, Bailleul was reached, where detraining was 
commenced, and a convoy of motor lorries waited to 
carry the unit to Armentieres. 

Rolling over the cobbles, the long line of lorries left 
the quaint old Flanders town (alas! laid in ruins in that 
sudden fierce offensive of April 1918) out on to the high 
road to Lille, and for the first time the battle line dis- 
covered itself, by the distant glow and twinkle of Verey 
lights, and the occasional thud of some night firing bat- 
tery or short rattle of a machine gun. 

With all lights out, and a thoughtful silence over all 
ranks, the lorries were emptied in a side street of Armen- 
tieres, and the unit sorted out into temporary billets for 
the night, to sleep soundly, in spite of the absence of 
blankets and straw, and to awake on the morrow full of 
curiosity as to their surroundings, and keenness for the 
work of the future. 
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Cuapter VI. 


ARMENTIERES. 


The 30th November, 1916, was a fine day, and was de- 
voted to finding suitable permanent billets for the bat- 
talion and moving into them. On first inspection, the 
town of Armentieres seemed to have suffered very little 
from the effects of the war, but the outer suburbs, and 
certain special parts of the town, were in rather a dilapi- 
dated condition. Half Past Eleven Square (so called 
from the town hall clock, which had stopped at 11.30), 
although rather more affected by shell fire than the rest 
of the main town, was still the site of several decent 
shops, doing much business, and there were several cafés 
there—Au Boeuf, Lucienne’s, and others—where excellent 
meals could still bé obtained. 


As is usual, the churches had been the object of much 
““strafe,’’ and several were ruined beyond any chance of 
repair. The large church of Notre Dame was much bat- 
tered about the spire and the east end, but considering 
the fact that the town itself was practically in the line, 
and that the enemy must have known that it was a billet 
for the large numbers of support troops, it is remarkable 
that it did not suffer the fate of such towns as Ypres. 


It is also interesting that the only occasion on which 
bombs fell during the time the unit lived there—nearly 
six months—was an attack by one aeroplane on the rail- 
way station. 


Going further east, however, from the centre of the 
town, one found the damage becoming rapidly more 
serious, and in Houplines and Chappelle Armentieres 
(the N.E. and S.E. suburbs) there were few houses left 
intact. 

c 33 


Page 38 
nla.obj-2934337052 
National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


Page 39 


34 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


_Thus, under normal conditions, once the outer suburbs 
were passed, the town was as safe as Paris—or safer than 
Paris was at the height of the German bombing activity— 
and the greatest dangers met were those of falling splin- 
ters from anti-aircraft shells, which were fired 
daily at the enemy reconnoitering ’planes. In fact, in 
all ways, when the unit arrived there ‘‘it was a good 
war.’’ 


That things became more lively later, was due to the 
offensive spirit which had been, and was constantly 
being, inculeated into all arms of the division, and ren- 
dered necessary by the proposed operations for the com- 
ing Spring. 

On the following day, parties of officers set out to go 
round the line, to look over the work which was to be 
taken over, and to arrange the details of the relief. 
Some small parties had also been detailed to help with 
some urgent drainage in the reserve area of the trench 
system. 


The trench system here had remained practically in 
its present position since the days of 1914, and had been 
for some time one of the quietest sectors of the front, the 
fact that new units had been sent there for experience, 
gaining it the name of the ‘‘nursery.’’ Looking over it 
casually, in this the first introduction, one could see there 
was plenty of work to be done. Parts of the many com- 
munication trenches were in a bad and wet condition, 
and the subsidiary, support and front lines all needed a 
tremendous amount of attention before they could be 
considered even safe, much less comfortable. 


The defence scheme for the sector included the digging 
of one or two new communication trenches, in addition 
to the repair of several disused ones, e.g., Irish Avenue, 
down by the Lys River, which had a particularly bad 
reputation owing to its being overlooked by the village 
of Frelinghem, from which point snipers took full toll 
of those passing up it. 

Other avenues also were in a similar condition, and, in 
addition to the large amount of water lying in them, the 
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parapets were so low in many places that they furnished 
no protection. 

Drainage, then, was one of the first problems to be 
tackled, in conjunction with the repair and revetting of 
the trenches, which promised to fall in, often, even, in the 
places where they were dry. The living quarters of the 
garrisons needed much alteration and rebuilding for the 
winter, and many schemes were at once put on foot, to 
start this work, when once the relief was carried out and 
the real work of war was commenced by the unit. 


Within the first three days, the relief of the portion 
of Franks Force (a composite force including some New 
Zealanders, commanded by Major General Franks, R.A.) 
which occupied this sector, was completed, and the unit 
settled down to work in various directions. For a start, 
one company commenced the construction of trench 
mortar emplacements, and another was engaged scat- 
tered over the whole area, on various trench and drain- 
age jobs; the other two companies standing by, and 
earrying out odd jobs about the town and back area. 


This work continued for the first month, the third com- 
pany being absorbed on trench work, until, on the 1st 
January, 1917, the unit was organised with ‘‘B’’ com- 
pany in the left sector, with the 9th brigade, ‘‘D’’ on 
the right, with the 11th brigade, ‘‘C’’ on trench mortar 
emplacements, under the C.R.A., and ‘‘A’’ on general 
trade and back area work. 


Shortly after arrival in Armentieres the unit had ‘also 
taken over the construction and maintenance of the light 
tramways of the divisional areas, an officer (Lieut. J. 
H. Lindon) and a platoon being detailed for this work, 
which in addition to keeping up the existing tracks, in- 
cluded the construction of new lines. This work was in 
progress when the unit took over its definite areas of 
responsibility. 

“‘A”’? Company (Major W. Adams), which had been 
allotted to general trade work was gradually split up to 
cover a varied amount of work in the town, and gur- 
rounding billetting area. One party ran saw mills and 
the pumping and power station of Armentieres. This 
party afterwards became the basis of the Divisional work- 


nla.obj-2934337445 
National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


Page 41 


36 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


shops. Other sections of the company worked, for the 
period the battalion remained in this area, on the follow- 
ing tasks :—O.P’s., roads, water supply, stables, hutments, 
and miscellaneous work in connection with the defences 
of the town itself, in addition to numerous carpentering 
and mechanical jobs for Divisional Headquarters. 

In the period prior to the end of the year, parties were 
also engaged from all companies in salving bricks from 
the ruined quarters of the town, and loading them for 
carting to various constructional works in progress. 

On 29th December, 1916, Lieut. F. Simpson, an officer 
engaged on the brick work, was reported missing, and 
not until later when his body, fully clothed, was found 
in the Lys River, was the mystery solved. Later, his 
bicycle was found in the river, and it seems probable 
that, in riding along the tow-path of the canal, the 
machine had side slipped, causing the accident. 

On 31st December, Lieut. L. Giblin was killed by a 
shell in Irish Avenue, which had been the scene of many 
deaths. 

Throughout one of the most bitter winters experienced 
in France for a generation, the work of defensive trench 
warfare continued, and although the cold was so intense, 
hard and constant frost made it infinitely preferable to 
the mud and rain which would come with a milder sea- 
son. 

On the first Christmas, special dinners were held by all 
companies, and as billets were comfortable, and food was 
easily purchased, the men had a good and cheery time. 
The war had not affected them at this time, and the ranks 
were not thinned by casualties and sickness ag at the 


‘later Xmas festivities. 


On the left sector the company there (Capt. M. B. 
Keatinge) was in January carrying out general trench 
repair and maintenance, including a special party of an 
officer (Lieut. Cottam) and a platoon, on the drainage 
of the whole sector, which work at times proved difficult 
owing to the thick ice which constantly formed on the 
surface of the water, sometimes so thick as to be prac- 
tically unbreakable. 

Another party consisting of an officer (Lieut. W. E. 
Pyke) and his platoon was engaged under ‘‘L’’ Special 
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Coy. R.E., in putting in gas cylinder frames in the front 
line of this sector, for the future upkeep of all the 
avenues in the sector, as well as several other jobs which 
are separately mentioned in their sequence. Daily infan- 
try working parties of varying strengths, were attached 
to the company to assist in the work in their own battalion 
areas, and the platoons worked by day or night, accord- 
ing as the work was under observation or not. 

The left sector, from the river to Spain Avenue, when 
the unit first arrived there, was reasonably quiet, but the 
constant ‘‘strafing’’ of the enemy by trench mortar shells 
caused much retaliation, and at times the area became 
very unhealthy. The enemy, early in the period, began 
to devote attention to Houplines, which was the only way 
of approach to the trenches, and a good many casualties 
were caused in the streets and at the dumps. Machine 
gun fire, at night, swept the streets of this suburb. 
However, casualties were at no time heavy as far as 
the unit was concerned. 

Work on the construction of the trench mortar em- 
placements had also been started by another company 
(Capt. H. P. Phillips) and much good work was done. 
The emplacements were scattered over the whole divis- 
ional area and consisted of heavy, medium and light 
beds, including dugouts for the accommodation of per- 
sonnel and ammunition. This company continued on this 
work until it moved down to the new area of the 10th 
Brigade south of Armentieres. : 

There were many difficulties to be overcome in this 
constructional work, such as the carting up of sand and 
gravel for the concrete, and many iron rails and girders. 
The water difficulty in the deeper excavations also caused 
abe from the problems of laying concrete during 

r st. 


_ However, all the proposed emplacements were finished 
in time, and guns were in use in all the beds when the 
unit left the area. 

When this company went further south to the new 
area, they were employed, partly on upkeep of com- 
munication trenches, and partly on further trench mortar 
emplacements. This work continued in this area, until, 
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on the 1st April, work in the Ploegsteert area was com- 
menced. During the time in the Houplines and L’Epi- 
nette sector this company also carried out a certain 
amount of trench maintenance and repair. 

D company, less the tramway platoon, was employed 
on general trench work in the L’Epinette sector, which 
consisted of much the same work as that already described 
at Houplines. New trenches were dug, and much revet- 
ting and draining was done. Much of the repair work 
consisted of practically rebuilding the trench, by strip- 
ping out old, and unsatisfactory revetting, and replacing 
it with ‘‘A’’ frames, and better revetting material. Duck- 
boards also had frequently been laid two or three deep, 
in order to keep above water level, and these had to be 
taken up and relaid high and dry. 


Two new Avenues, named Queensland and West Aus- 
tralia, were dug and revetted, and increased the com- 
munication in the sector. Additional accommodation 
was built, in the subsidiary line, in the way of small 
shelters for the infantry garrison. A small party was 
also for a time engaged on trench mortar emplacements. 

Lieut. F. A. Manders was killed by a shell on the road 
at Chappelle Armentieres, on 4th March, 1917, after hold- 
ing his Commission only a few days. 

During March D company, which had been in the 
L’Epinette sector, was sent to the Le Touquet area, 
which was bounded on the north by Ploegsteert Wood, 
and on the south by the Lys River. Here there was much 
to be done in the drainage and maintenance of the line, 
as all this country is very flat, and one shell in the right 
place—from the enemy point of view—could affect the 
drainage of a trench for hundreds of yards. 


Then, again, the system which had been previously 
employed in an attempt to keep the footway of trenches 
above water level, was the constant placing of duck 
boards one on the other, as well as on miscellaneous rubbish 
such as ammunition and grenade boxes. These all be- 
came well buried in thick mud, and the task of the unit 
in exhuming them and raising the footway by more sen 
sible means was not an enviable one. Im one case as 
many as eight duckboards had been placed one on the 
other, and still the water and mud were there. 
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The parapets also were bad, and thin in many places, 
and as, at certain points—such as the Bird Cage—No 
Man’s Land was little more than forty yards wide, the 
work of thickening and raising of the parapets had to 
be done with great care to avoid bringing retaliation in 
the form of Pineapple and Minnie strafes. Minnie Cor- 
ner was also another point of close proximity to the 
enemy, and its name is sufficient evidence of its bad 
reputation. Strong points were built at Lys Farm and 
other parts of the sector, and after a fortnight’s hard 
work, much of the water was being drained off, in the 
direction of the Hun line. 

Lieut. Colonel R. Law rejoined the battalion on 21st 
January, 1917. 

During the period at Armentieres, various detached 
works were undertaken by the battalion, including broad 
gauge railway construction. For this work a party of two 
officers, with 100 other ranks, proceeded on 20th March, 
1917, to West Chappelle. Here a large party of about 
600 Australians and New Zealanders were engaged under 
the 110th Railway Company R.E., in the duplication and 
improvement of a standard gauge line from Bergues to 
Preven, and International Corner. 

At a later date the party from the unit took over the 
work from the R.E., and in addition to completing the 
construction of a timber railway bridge over the Yser 
River at Reusbrugge, built a large station yard and load- 
ing platform, with road approaches at Respeede. The 
unit was recalled to the battalion about the end of April. 

Two platoons No. 5 and 10 (Lieuts. Stark and Tatham) 
were also seconded for some time on special work in 
connection with the release of gas and smoke clouds 
during minor operations, and worked with **T,’? Special 
Coy. R.E. 

The general work in the sector continued up to the 
time—in April—when the unit took over work in the 
Ploegsteert sector, to prepare for the Messines offensive. 

There is not much which can be written of the work at 
Armentieres, which differs from the daily task of other 
units engaged in a quiet sector, on technical work during 
the winter months of the trench warfare period. The 
battalion had the great advantage of good billets to which 
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they could return after the day’s work, and plenty of 
firewood ready to hand. The work had been of great 
value from a training standpoint, enabling the unit to 
organise itself for work under the real conditions of 
service, so different to the peace training already car- 
ried out. The whole trench system of Armentieres had 
been revised and improved, much drainage and revetting 
having been earried out. 

Solid concrete trench mortar emplacements existed 
where previously there were none or only timber struc- 
tures, and although the unit had not been engaged on 
offensive operations, their work had at least added much 
to the comfort and living conditions of the trench garri- 
sons. 

The back area company had carried out much improve- 
ment work throughout the billetting areas, and a work- 
shop was established, which up to the time it was taken 
over by Australian Corps in September, 1918, grew con- 
stantly in size, and proved of great value to all arms of 
the Division. 

Thus, by steady work of all kinds, throughout the 
winter, under conditions which were by no means hard, 
the unit had hardened itself for the much more serious 
task before it, of taking part in the preparations and 
offensive for the capture of the Messines Ridge. 
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Cuapter VII. 
THE PREPARATION FOR MESSINES. 
April 1st to June 6th, 1917. 


Towards the end of March orders were received for the 
battalion to take over work in the Ploegsteert Sector. 
Jobs in the Armentieres Sector were finished up and 
handed over to British units, and by the end of the first 
week in April the greater part of the battalion had com- 
menced new work. 

Rumors of a coming British Offensive had been circu- 
lating for weeks among the troops, and news of almost 
any sort obtained an eager hearing. As time went on, 
rumor changed to certainty, the preparations became 
obvious to all, including the Boche, and all hands realised 
that the old slogging days of keeping trenches, and con- 
structing works for pure defence had passed. The spirit 
of offence was in the air—a great attack was contem- 
plated ‘‘on what length of front?’’ ‘‘and when?’’ No 
one could answer yet, but all believed it to be ‘‘here,’’ 
and ‘‘soon. 

During the full two ‘months which followed, the bat- 
talion remained billetted in Armentieres. The platoons 
moved to and fro from work at Ploegsteert, by motor 
transport, G.S. wagons, and sometimes on foot. 

Enemy observation forbade the use of the direct road 
to all motors except ambulance cars. Lorries, therefore, 
followed the road through Pont Nieppe and Le Romarin. 
Thence down past the Windmill to join the direct road to 
Ploegsteert village. Sometimes when the village was 
being shelled a deviation was used joining in near 
Waverley dump. G.S. waggons sometimes took a back 
route for about a mile near Le Bizet, but parties walking 
kept the straightforward road except when circumstan- 
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ces over which they had no control suggested a deviation 
out into the fields or a halt of a few minutes to decide 
whether to chance it or wait. The counter battery shell- 
ing was generally between 10 and 5 during the day, but 
when the lively parts were passed they were soon for- 
gotten and the homeward walks which when weather was 
fine, were taken in preference to the ride in the crowded 
lorries, were often relieved with a visit to Delenelle Farm 
along the road, where the best of coffee, eggs, bread and 
butter could be had. 

Until late in May, farmers were busy at all times in 
their fields as far east as the Ploegsteert Road, their 
buildings often became battery positions, and in due 
course, at a later date, went up in flames. Whether they 
were trusting in staying there so long, or whether we 
were in letting them remain and become acquainted with 
all our gun positions and preparations was a subject often 
debated. On a very memorable day for some—the 2nd 
April—the first actual work was commenced near Ploeg- 
steert. The season was unusually backward, and scarcely 
a green leaf could yet be seen. The weather was like a 
fight between a determined winter—one never to be for- 
gotten by those in France—and a timid spring. Roads 
were frozen hard, and at times Flanders was swept by 
violent blizzards from the west, tearing snowy and icy 
sleet. 

The march out the first morning was interrupted by 
some solid shelling on the ruins of Ploegsteert village, 
where several batteries were placed and a detour had to 
be made round through La Touquet Berthe and Ploeg- 
steert Wood to Hyde Park Corner. The work of the 
battalion from now on was scattered over a wide area 
From where the line crossed the River Lys to Ration 
Avenue, about 400 feet N.W. of the Messines Road, and 
from the front line back to the battery positions in rear 
of the Ploegsteert and Red Lodge roads, companies were 
split up into platoons or sections, working often against 
time to complete all the tasks allotted to them. The 
work was taken over in the new area from the New Zea- 
land division, who for the first few days of April re- 
mained holding the line from St. Ives, northwards. 
When the Infantry relief took place the New Zealanders 
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in their turn moved to the north of Ration Avenue, and 
thus took up the sector on the left immediately facing 
Messines. From now on the work continued without 
serious interruption. 


Many difficulties were encountered and surmounted. 
Casualties were suffered and honors won. The battalion 
began to feel a pride in its work and driving power against 
odds. No little praise is due to those who at this and at 
all times were responsible for the rest and recreation of 
the men, and an excellent rest camp was stationed at La 
Boudrelle, where as many as possible were sent in turn for 
four days’ rest. The work was hard and the hours long, 
but regular bathing, clean clothing and good food kept all 
in perfect health and it was generally possible for all hands 
to spend an evening at the Divisional Pierrot show once a 
week. No wonder that later on Armentieres was looked 
on as the best home the unit ever knew—as soldiers. The 
work of the companies will be best recorded separately dur- 
ing this time, though all formed part of the same broad 
scheme of preparation. 


A part of A Company was finishing up wiring and con- 
structing M.G. positions in Armentieres itself when the 
remainder, 80 men, started work at Ploegsteert on the con- 
struction of eleven Medium Trench Mortar emplacements, 
and the shelters and ammunition recesses connected with 
them. These were situated in the front line, between the 
heads of St. Ives and Toronto Avenues. The design of these 
emplacements, of which a total number of 33 were under- 
taken by the battalion, was intended to make them safe 
against ordinary light strafing, but even for this a great 
quantity of material had to be carried up. The re- 
mainder of the emplacements were undertaken by C Com- 
pany (Captain Phillips) who completed the whole number 
ready for use by the end of May. 


Hyde Park Corner and Canpac were the supply dumps 
for this work, and material could be trucked upon the 
tramway a certain distance, and then carried up to the jobs. 
Cement and gravel for the concrete gun beds, railway 
rails, iron and concrete bursters for overhead cover, and 
heavy timber frames for the sides, were carried up by 
sheer hard slogging. A gang of carpenters was kept 
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busy at the dump preparing all timber work ready to be 
carried up and put in place. 

To the men whose hearts were not broken by carrying 
14 feet railway rails up St. Ives way a tribute is owing 
Those who know St. Ives will understand. No other 
trench was like it, and it is a land mark in most men’s 
trench experience. It began at Dead Horse Corner, pass- 
ing Moated Farm, and there left the wood. Then one 
crossed the trench tramway, and on up the hill past 
Westminster and the entrance to Rotten Row, on the 
right. A sharp turn to the right and the trench followed 
up the old St. Ives road beside a hedge. It was very deep 
here, and in parts had some very useful overhead cover 
The ruins of some buildings of St Ives and the post office 
were passed under which were the deep dugouts of the 
Infantry B.H.Q. The trench still kept on in the line of 
the road painfully straight for long stretches between 
traverses, in which were built M.G. positions. The cover 
was low to the right until reaching St. Ives Hill, which 
was generally gained with some feelings of satisfaction. 
The front line just here was at that time in first class 
order, well revetted and drained with a good sand bag 
parapet and breastwork in front. No Man’s Land was 
oa 140 yards across, and snipers were active on both 
sides. 

On fine days a good view could be got (carefully !) 
from the bays a few yards to the right of St. Ives Avenue, 
looking down the hill and down No Man’s Land across 
the flats towards Legheer, and the Lys, to the left, and 
always too much in evidence Messines looked down from 
its bare, scarred hill, while in front—through a peris- 
cope, little could be seen but the grassy belt dividing one 
from the brown band of Hun wire and mounds of the 
German lines, with a few shattered trees beyond. Behind 
lay the maze of trenches, mud and shell holes, old wire 
and debris of ruins, stretching back to the wood. 

These, to the accompaniment of the sounds which no 
description is needed to recall, were the daily surroundings 
of the work, and typical of most of it. Other trenches are 
famous, but St. Ives will live in history—and although it 
is not true that whiz bangs burst there before they left 
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the Boche guns as some seemed to think, still they always 


seemed a trifle faster than in other places. 

At the end of April A Company had finished six out 
of the eleven emplacements, and handed over the remain- 
der to C Company, who completed them as will be de- 
scribed later. 

The Company (now up to full strength, their work in 
Armentieres being complete) then commenced the recon- 
struction of Annscroft Avenue and The Only Way up to 
the front line. ‘‘A’’ frames were cut down, and the 
upper part of the iron revetting removed. The sides 
were then bermed off and sand-bagged up at a suitable 
batter. 

Two R.A.Ps. with adjacent shelters were constructed, 
one off The Only Way forward of the advanced estaminet, 
and the other on Cook’s Way to left of Annscroft Avenue. 
Cook’s Way was opened up to be in readiness for traffic 
from Messines Road to Prowse Point. This work was 
carried on at night, and occupied one platoon for a week. 
These jobs were finished by 4th June. The last thing 
undertaken by the Company was the preparation of its 
own battle position in Catacomb trench which work was 
not finished, though a good deal of shelter was provided. 
B Company (Capt. Keatinge) had in hand the mainten- 
ance and repair of St. Ives and Ontario Avenues, and all 
communication trenches between them up to the front line. _ 
These included Toronto Avenue, Sherbourne, Westwood and 
Alderson Avenues, and many drains serving them. About 
4,000 yards of these trenches were remodelled in the same 
way as Annscroft Avenue. Experience has shown that 
the type of trench was less easily crumped and more 
easily cleared than if revetted with iron to full height. 
Large Infantry parties assisted in the work, and on 20th 
April three shifts were put on and the work was finished 
by the end of May. These trenches were at all times 
liable to sudden strafes, and St. Ives always received 
more than its issue of Minnies and Pine Apples at the 
forward end. At Touquet Berthe the Company built a 
P.O.W. compound, together with dugouts for the Provost 
Staff. 

400 yards of new trench, known as Ontario Extended, 
was constructed, which reached back to Mud Lane, and 
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served as a welcome shelter for many parties a few days 
later. Several trench mortar ammunition and grenade 
dumps were also built. 

An important piece of work carried out by the Com- 
pany was the preparation of a relief map of the country 
to be fought over in the coming offensive. Towards the 
end of the time the Comany worked on the Red and Blue 
approach routes, and prepared their own battle position, 
just to the south of the Strand. 

There is no doubt whatever that all the labor—and it 
was labor of a heavy kind, under wretched conditions— 
was rewarded eventually by the saving of many lives. 
During the offensive, instead of it being necessary to tear 
at rough jagged galvanised iron torn and twisted by shell 
fire, trenches could be more rapidly cleaned by heaving 
out the fallen bags. Much of the bagging stood up to 
heavy bombardment without falling in at all, and in other 
eases seemed to localise the burst. In addition to the 
revetting, the duckboarding in all the trenches was prac- 
tically re-laid and covered with wire netting, thereby ren- 
dering them less slippery. 

C Company, as already mentioned, had a large under. 
taking in the sector. Their work included the construc- 
tion of 22 Medium Trench Mortar Emplacements in the 
front line, between Toronto Avenue and the extreme left 
at Ration Lane. In addition they completed five similar 
eer handed over to them by A Company at the end of 
Ap 

Five Heavy Trench Mortar (Pig Gun) emplacements 
were built, with their dugouts and recesses complete, and 
12 other dugouts at various points along the front line. 

The difficulties of this work were increased by enemy 
observation from Messines, to which most of it was ex- 
posed. It was only by the greatest care and attention, 
and the use of camouflage, that it was possible to work at 
all. Camouflage of many descriptions was used, from old 
iron and the roughest mud splashed sand bags where sur- 
roundings were of that kind—to wire nets tied with 
raffia, where grassy ground had to be opened up. 

The Pig gun emplacements had a breastwork five feet 
above the foundations, which were 12 feet below the sur- 
face, and these in the wet and badly shaken ground pre- 
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sented some knotty problems. Moreover, the work had to 
be heavy and substantial. A great deal of concrete was 
required, which was used in blocks for the walls and bur- 
ster courses, and placed inside for the bed. The gravel 
and sand for the conerete was quarried and washed at 
La Petite Munque Farm, by parties of Pioneers and In- 
fantry, trucked to the nearest points to the jobs, and 
earried up in sand bags. A great deal of night work was 
done on the heavy emplacements, to some of which 
material could only be carried in darkness, and three 
shifts were put on in some cases to get them completed 
in time. 


Parties of men were living in Mud Lane breastworks, 
attending to supply of materials and night carrying. 
Two deviation roads were built near Canpac Dump, 
through the wood. All the Company constructed a battle 
position at Fort Berks, near Campac Dump. 


D. Company’s work comprised a large amount of 
drainage and trench construction in the Strand, Picadilly, 
the rear end of St. Ives, Hunter’s Avenue and the Hay- 
market. Bun Hill Row breastworks were enlarged and 
improved, and dugouts constructed there sufficient for a 
battalion. The Company prepared the Green and Brown 
approach routes and assisted B Company on the Red and 
Blue. Ammunition shelters were built at the various 
forward dumps and some artillery shelters in Bois de 
Boulonge, near Hyde Park. An R.A.P. was built at Tou- 
quet Berthe. Towards the end of May the whole Com- 
pany went on to trench tramways and light railways. A 
long line was built connecting the Prowse Point line with 
the Seaforth line, and ammunition lines were built serv- 
ing various batteries. 


X Company, which was formed in Armentieres on May 
5th, was split into four main groups. One platoon was on 
general trade work in Armentieres, one on forward roads, 
etc., a party on water supply, and two platoons on trench 
tramways. The work was widely scattered and the platoons 
split up into many small sections. 

The general trade platoon continued the running of 
the power house and pumping station, and the work 
shops in Armentieres. The last mentioned were engaged 
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on transport repair, Yukon pack making, and various 
plant work for the Division. 


The party on water supply worked on service tanks 
at Red Lodge, and mains from there to water points at 
Mud Lane and Dead Horse Corner were laid. 


The road platoon was engaged in the maintenance of 
all forward roads within the divisional sector. On 10th 
May they took over from the 10th Field Coy. all roads 
from Oosthove Farm and Petite Munque gravel pits to 
Hyde Park Corner. Deviations from these were picketed 
out at places specially liable to shell fire, and the ditches 
bridged at intervals to allow traffic to leave the road 
when necessary. A loop road was built at Hyde Park 
Corner to enable transports to load stone and material. 
A platoon of D Company assisted in the completion of 
this job. After 30th May, the platoon worked in two 
shifts, covering day and night to allow constant patroll- 
ing and repair of the roads, which were under heavy 

re. 


Thé tramway party of X Company consisted of two 
platoons. The first had been engaged on trench tramway 
work since the 16th December, and was originally part of 
D Company. Their work at the beginning of April was 
principally maintenance of lines, and for this they were 
split up into sections working from Motor Car Corner, 
Ploegsteert Village, and Canpaec Dump. In these localities 
they looked after the Reserve Farm line, Inverness and 
Waverley Dump lines, Prowse Point and Seaforth lines. 
Owing to the necessity for batteries being close to tram- 
lines a lot of trouble was experienced with counter battery 
shelling. The line from Waverley Dump, along the edge 
of Ploegsteert Wood was so badly smashed on several 
oceasions in this way that it had to be abandoned. 


The Prowse Point line, from Canpae Dump to Prowse 
Point, running a great part of its length through the 
wood, was by far the most useful in the sector. The line 
was ballasted and mule traction could be used, and an 
extraordinary amount of material was carried over it. 
It supplied ammunition for Trench Mortars and two 
field batteries in the wood, Pioneers and Engineers’ 
materials for forward dumps, and all general rations and 
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supplies. The line could be used in daylight to Prowse 
Point. . 

The Seaforth line, running from Hyde Park Corner to 
Seaforth Farm, round the forward slope of Hill 63, was 
for a great part of its length very exposed, and could 
only be used in daylight to Annscroft Avenue. Beyond 
here it was used at night, and proved of the greatest 
service in getting up material for constructing dugouts 
and trench mortar emplacements. 

The Second Tramway Platoon was engaged in building 
lines from light railway sidings to batteries. The work 
was much handicapped by the fact that steel rails could 
not be obtained for some time, and wooden rails, shod 
with hoop iron, had to be used, which were quite un- 
suited for the work. Over 5,000 yards of line were laid 
in the neighbourhood of Grande Munque and Petite Mun- 
que and Court Dreeve Farms, supplying 15 batteries with 
200 rounds per gun per day for the last few days of the 
bombardment, previous to 7th June. The lines were 
much exposed to counter battery fire, and required con- 
tinual maintenance. 

Many will remember how in the first five days in April 
—and they were glorious days when they came—the dis- 
tant rumble of the guns could be heard all day long in the 
south, This was the Battle of Vimy Ridge, so gloriously 
won and held by the Canadians. 

As the season changed from Spring to Summer the 
bustle and activity increased. A trip to Bailleul provided 
a wonderful sight. Roads were packed with transport, 
and artillery on the move; great ammunition dumps 
were being formed; cages for prisoners, ©.C.S’s., and 
hospitals. The broad gauge railway had been extended 
towards Le Romarin, and heavy guns brought up to their 
firing positions. Bailleul itself was a fine place then, and 
a meeting point for troops from far up and down the line. 
As summer came the ground dried up and roads became 
dusty, until in early June the days were often hot and 
still. In the line there was hardly time to notice the 
“he peg except that gum boots could be dispensed with 
at last. 

Those who used to pass through Ploegsteert Wood in 
the early mornings will remember the coming of that 
D 
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Spring, if they forget all else about that time. Day by 
day the wood became more beautiful—but it was a beauty 
that it almost hurt to see. Perhaps one was looking into 
the future—only a few weeks—when it would be torn 
with shells, fouled and withered with gas. Day by day 
the strafing became more intense from both sides. Every 
morning about 9 o’clock, and at intervals through the 
day heavy artillery shelled Messines. To watch the 
bursts and clouds of red dust floating away was a truly 
grand scene for us, and an excellent chance to get out 
and do up the camouflage on the job in daylight. Pig, 
Pudding and Stokes Mortar strafes on Hun wire and 
dugouts became more and more frequent. Later it was 
seen how thoroughly they had done their work in fairly 
rolling up the entanglements into heaps. ll this pro- 
voked increasingly bitter retaliation from the Boche, 
directed on works, emplacements and C.T’s., at which he 
threw everything he had. In addition he kept up steady 
counter battery work, and a leisurely shelling of certain 
points, such as La Hutte, against which he seemed to 
cherish a special hate. Many of our ammunition dumps 
went up, but then they were so close together in places, 
that once discovered, they could hardly be missed. The 
work of preparation went on. 

For months past shifts of miners could be met going in 
and out of the line. Their work was kept very secret, 
but it was easy to guess that it meant no good for the 
enemy. Aeroplanes were busy patrolling all day, 
but the enemy at this time was very strong in the air, 
and many deadly fights were witnessed from below. On 
May 25th a British ’plane was forced down near The 
Only Way, and in full view of the German line. The 
brave work of Stretcher Bearer Lawrence in rescuing the 
wounded Pilot earned for him a bar to the decoration 
(M.M.) awarded him a month earlier. 

Sometimes to our chagrin Fritz seemed to do as he 
liked in the air, beating back our planes with shrapnel 
and earrying on photography and counter battery work, 
in defiance of our Archies. But in May the arrival of the 
Newport Chaser planes on the front put a stop to all this, 
and from then on we seemed to have the best of it, ex- 
cept against the very strong fast flying squadrons, such 
as ‘‘The Circus,’’ which occasionally came along. If our 
planes lacked speed our aviators made good in courage 
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and skill, and many wonderful exploits of daring, sach 
as those of the Mad Major, over St. Ives Hill, were seen 
from day to day. Armentieres, most of which for some 
mysterious reason, had scarcely been shelled at all. 
gradually ceased to be a good home. Times were chang- 
ing beyond doubt now, and it was distinctly unpleasant 
on returning to find a war going on at home as well as 
at work. 

Artillery retaliation was arranged, and Fritz was 
treated to a few ‘‘mad minutes’’ on his billets, dumps, 
and cross roads. This failed to quieten him, and for 
several nights men slept in cellars for safety, but were 
disturbed with gas alarms. On 7th May a shell burst in 
the workshops killing two and wounding twelve. On 31st 
May the Battalion (less the general trade platoon at the 
workshops, which was completing urgent work) moved 
out to Nieppe. B.H.Q., being at the Chateau, C Company 
were billetted just south of Pont Nieppe, on the Estaires 
Road. The Battalion move was carried out without any 
interruption to the work. Though Pont Nieppe bridge and 
town were shelled, and C Company had some attention 
from the ‘‘Rubber Gun,’’ and some casualties Nieppe was 
never shelled at that time. 

All these places and the roads between were alive with 
men and transport, and it will remain an unsolved mys- 
tery why they were not constantly harrassed with shells. 
Either the German mind did not grasp the idea or our 
Artillery knew an antidote for it. The same was noted at 
Ypres later on. If shelling had been directed on ap: 
proach routes, like the Zonnebeek Road, with the weather 
and condition of the ground prevailing in October, it is 
hard to see how any attacks could have been made with 
any chance of success. 

On the night of 2nd and 3rd June the first heavy gas 
shell bombardment was experienced in the sector. On 
the following nights it was repeated, and the gas drifted 
back as far as Nieppe. Heavy night strafes were 
directed on Ploegsteert Wood, and many casualties re- 
sulted. Things were happening thick and fast now. 
Main dumps were being furiously shelled, and all across 
the plains towards Romarin farms concealing guns were 
burning, and the air was hot and thick with smoke. But 
all this was allowed for. Preparations were complete. 
The Show was about to begin. 
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At 2.20 p.m. on the 6th June, orders were received by 
B.H.Q. at Chateau Nieppe, that ‘‘Zero Hour’’ would be 
3.10 a.m. on the 7th. Parties on duties on roads, water 
supply, tramways, ete., and those living away at some 
distance were immediately ordered to remain there. The 
officers only were to return to B.H.Q. to receive instruc- 
tions. Orders were got out for the battalion to move to 
battle positions, iron rations issued, and the final touches 
put on arrangement of equipment in fighting order. 
Packs were stored, stacks of tools prepared, a good meal 
served and all preparations completed before dark, That 
night Nieppe was crowded with troops in readiness to 
move, and a band in the town square near the shattered 
Church played as the battalions marched out to the line. 

A and B Companies paraded at the Chateau 
Nieppe. B Company left at 11 p.m., following the ‘‘Red”’ 
route. A Company, 45 minutes later, by the ‘‘Green’”’ 
route, and C and D Companies, Battalion Headquarters, 
and Headquarters details left the Chateau at 2.30 a.m. 
for Oosthove Farm, arriving there 35 minutes later. 
The approach march is so printed in the memory of all 
that little is needed to recall it. The night was very 
dark and still, the air heavy and warm. Our guns were 
silent, and there was something ominous in the oppresive 
night, with an indescribable feeling of tenseness and 
excitement. 

Very soon the approaching companies heard the char- 
acteristic whistle and subdued explosions of gas shells 
ahead, and orders were passed back for sections to move 
at intervals and masks to be worn. The shelling from 
now became more and more severe, until the air was full 
of the whistling sound of gas shells, and gradually be- 
coming darker with the heavy gas cloud and mist rising 
from the ground. As the forward area was reached the 


nla.obj-293434 1538 
National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


Page 60 


THE BATTLE OF MESSINES 53 


gas barrage was well mixed with high explosive until 
on reaching the neighbourhood of the Le Bizet, Ploeg- 
steert Road, the enemy pombardment became intense, 
and deviations were necessary from the definite routes. 

All hands were heavily loaded. The masks to a great 
extent made the darkness worse, and to add to these diffi- 
culties there were many lost parties of infantry cross- 
ing the routes. This led to sections, which marched with 
intervals, sometimes following a party crossing through 
the column and the greatest difficulty was experienced 
in keeping units together. Many casualties occurred, 
and men fell out exhausted along the road. B Company, 
where the route passed along Haymarket trench was held 
up by infantry, who had become disorganised and blocked 
the passage. Officers went forward to ease the block, 
but the wood was intensely dark; many men (infantry) 
were gassed, and it was a full hour before the company 
could clear a way and go ahead. A good many gas 
casualties resulted from this delay, but none from wounds, 
which was remarkable, as the shelling was very heavy. 
The company finally reached Drain trench, where they 
assembled awaiting orders. 


A Company (Capt. Stark) moving in a little later, 
found the shelling too heavy on the Green Route through 
the wood, and deviated following the main road to Hyde 
Park Corner for the last part of the march. The road 
was being heavily gassed, and there were many casual- 
ties lying along it. The gas lay especially heavy on the 
flat from Canpac to Hyde Park Corner. Finally the com- 
pany reached the duckboard steps towards the Cata- 
combs, and rested there, where the level was above the 
gas, and a slight breeze soon enabled masks to be removed. 
The company’s battle position at Catacomb trench was 
reconnoitered and was found full of gas, and was being 
still shelled, so the company remained on the hill, where 
shelling was light. C.H.Q. was established in what was 
known as the ‘‘General’s Dugout,’’ by the Messines Road, 
and awaited orders. 


In the long hours before dawn the enemy continued 
to pour in gas and HELE. shells through the wood and 
among the artillery behind it, while our guns kept up a 
slow and steady rate of fire. Many from weariness and 
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oppression of the gas went off to sleep, while others sat 
and listened, waiting for the hour. 

It came, and in an instant the sky was lit with a great 
glare in the East and North, as the mines went up. Then 
the earth rocked and quivered, and the roar of the ex- 
plosions came, followed by the drum fire of our guns 
In the first few seconds, when the ground was shaking, 
many a man recalled a rumor which had been floating 
round for weeks, that the Boche had countermined the 
Catacombs and Hill 63. But all thought of this kind was 
soon out of mind as preparations had to be made for an 
immediate move when orders were received. 

The allotment of work in forward zone was as fol- 
OWS :— 

B Company were attached to the 9th Infantry Brigade, 
and were to construct two trenches. One from the head 
of sap 3, to extend to Toronto Avenue, across No Man’s 
Land, in the direction of Ulster Avenue (1 platoon). 
The other to be a C.T., formed by opening up Anton’s 
Farm Russian sap, and continuing it across No Man’s 
Land towards Ulrica Avenue (3 platoons). 

A Company were attached to the 10th Brigade and were 
to construct a C.T. from the front line at Seaforth Farm 
to the Boche lines and Douve River, which was to be 
bridged with an artillery bridge. 

X Company’s work was as follows :— 

The road platoon was to patrol Divisional roads, and to 
clear the Messines road of timber and debris, and make 
it fit for traffic to the Douve River, which they were to 
bridge. i, 

The road was to be reconnoitered to Bon Fermier 
Cabaret in Messines, and reported on. 

The tramway platoons had full responsibility for main- 
tenance of the Ploegsteert System. They were also to 
prepare a track to push on from Prowse Point through 
the German lines as the advance proceeded. 

The water platoons were responsible for the Red Lodge 
Ploegsteert System. Ten signallers were attached to 
each of the 9th and 10th Brigades for duty during the 
Magnum Opus, and 31 Lewis gunners were in operation 
with the 41st battalion for anti-aircraft defence. C and D 
Companies were to remain in reserve at Oosthove Farm, 
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where B.H.Q. was also situated throughout the first part 
of the attack. 


B Company’s work, which was on the right, and near 
the pivot of the advance, received very heavy strafing 
throughout. Orders were received soon after zero to 
commence work, and parties moved up Ontario Avenue, 
but were halted behind very heavy shelling. The platoon 
on the right trench pushed forward and commenced work 
but suffered very heavy casualties, and was withdrawn. 
The enemy fire on the approach avenues and on the site 
of the work was at barrage rate, and it was impossible, 
with due regard to numbers available, to commence work. 
Officers reconnoitred again at 2 p.m., and it was decided 
to wait until night. 

A redistribution, owing to the 9th Field Company 
being unable to work on some strong points, gave B Com- 
pany the Toronto extension for a greater distance to- 
wards the new support line, and the construction of a 
new trench from a sap near St. Ives, towards the new 
front line. The construction of the left trench from 
Anton’s Farm was handed over to the 9th Field Com- 
pany. 

B Company worked all the night of the 7th and 8th 
completing the Toronto Extension across No Man’s 
Land, and the new trench from St. Ives to the new front 
line. On the night of the 8th, and in daylight on the 
9th the work was continued in Toronto Extension, and in 
the clearing up of Ulster Avenue towards the new front 
line. In all, 750 yards of trench had been dug, and 
cleaned up, when the company was relieved by C Com- 
pany on the afternoon of the 9th. The relief was more 
than welcome, as the strain from lack of sleep due to 
continuous gas shelling and strafing both day and night 
had become intense. 


A Company moved up The Only Way and out past Sea- 
forth Farm. The shelling was hot, and at first by a 
lucky chance shells were falling ‘over’? and ‘‘short,”’ 
with only occasional bursts along the line of the trench. 
The ground for work was reconnoitrered to the Douve, 
and platoons filed out rapidly, and the men got to work, 
each commencing from a shell hole, which gave cover for 
a start. Many casualties were experienced, but once 
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started the work afforded good protection, and was 
carried on. About midday the shell fire increased, and 
the men began to feel the strain and exhaustion of the 
work, but relief could not be obtained. Two platoons 
were then withdrawn to rest, and thereafter the work 
was done in shifts, with two platoons on, and two rest- 
ing, though it was impossible to sleep with the gas shell- 
ing at night. 

On the evening of the 8th a heavy strafe was directed 
on the trench. Casualties resulted, and, the strafe show- 
ing no signs of lessening, men were withdrawn for the 
night, but resumed work at daylight, completing the 
trench and the Douve River Bridge. 


The company was relieved on the afternoon of the 9th 
by D Company (less one platoon, which was working for 
Artillery). 

A and B Companies, after 63 hours in forward zone, 
returned to Chateau Nieppe, to which B.H.Q. had returned, 
Oosthove Farm had been shelled and gassed, and 
shortly afterwards was burnt completely out. The com- 
panies worked again on the 11th, salving tram rails, 
and on tram line formation on the Prowse Point exten- 
sion. A dugout and some trench crossings were built on 
Hill 63, and some trees felled for artillery there. 


C Company (Capt. Phillips) took over from B company 
on the afternoon of the 9th, and established headquarters 
at Fort Berks. The company worked on the Toronto 
Extension and on the trench from Anton’s Farm which 
had been handed over to the 9th Field Company on the 
7th. The wood was still being heavily gassed. On the 
night of the 10th-l1lth, work was continued in both 
trenches. An infantry attack on Potterie Farm brought 
down a strong enemy §.O.S. barrage, which fell across 
the work, and men had to be withdrawn. The wood be- 
came so saturated with gas that rest was impossible by 
day or night. A move was contemplated, and a suitable 
position found near the old Cook’s Way and Annscroft 
Avenue, when orders were received to rejoin the bat- 
talion on the evening of the 11th at billets, where a wel- 
come rest was had until the company commenced fresh 
work on the 16th. 
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D Company moved up on the 9th, and relieved A Com- 
pany on the Seaforth trench. One platoon was detached 
for work with artillery and constructed short lengths of 
road and bridges across trenches, to enable the guns to 
go forward at night. A new trench was commenced 
across the old No Man’s Land, crossing the Boche lines 
at Ulrica Avenue to the River Douve, thence up the val- 
ley of the Douve towards Ungodly Avenue. 


Heavy shelling was experienced in the night of the 9th 
and little rest could be had with the constant gas shell- 
ing. The Douve valley, which was dead ground to the 
Boche, was at all time, liable to sudden strafe, especially 
with shrapnel, intended to catch men moving overland. 
The company rejoined the battalion on the 11th, but con- 
tinued on the same work, except for two days at rest, 
until the 19th, when the relief took place. 

The roads platoon left billets at Nieppe at 10.30 p.m. 
on 6th June for Ploegsteert Village. The village was 
heavily shelled and gassed, and shelter was taken in a 
cellar until zero hour. At 3.20 a.m—10 minutes after 
zero—orders were received to start work at once on the 
Messines road, which was to be cleared as far forward as 
possible to allow motor ambulances to get down to the 
Douve, which was to be bridged to carry heavy traffic. 
The platoon moved out, passing through the gas until 
the higher ground on Hill 63 was reached, and com- 
menced work. A reconnaissance was made of the road 
beyond the Douve to Bon Fermier Cabaret, in the ruined 
village of Messines. It was found that the road »was 
obliterated, and an enormous amount of material and 
labour would be required to reconstruct it. It was there- 
fore abandoned and work was concentrated on the 
bridge and the road up to that point, which was soon 
ready for traffic, though under heavy shell fire. Con- 
tinuous patrol of the road was arranged by working 
shifts until the evening of the 10th, when the party was 
relieved by New Zealand Pioneers. 


The tramway platoons maintained the Prowse Point and 
Seaforth systems throughout the attack, reporting all 
lines in good order up to the evening of the 8th. The 
Prowse Point line had been smashed in 27 places on the 
night of the 6th and 7th, but was in running order by 
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7 a.m. on the 7th, and was of great service in getting 
wounded quickly back to Charing Cross A.D.S. On the 
9th exceptionally heavy shelling was directed on the 
lines, and all men were withdrawn to Canpac for a time. 
The Waverley line was considerably damaged. The 
Prowse Point and Seaforth lines suffered less, 

The Seaforth and Waverley lines were then aban- 
doned, the intention being to continue the Prowse Point 
line only. The extension from Prowse Point past Antons 
Farm across No Man’s Land and Ulrica sap, and along 
Ulster Avenue, was located and commenced on the 9th, 
and by the 12th had been completed to the old German 
front line. Beyond this, progress in the shaken ground 
was difficult and slow, as the platoons were now short 
handed, having suffered many casualties. The two pla- 
toons were relieved by New Zealanders on the 12th, and 
returned to billets. 


The water platoon maintained the service by con- 
tinuous work and patrol of the system. The pipes were 
broken at many places, especially across the flat near 
Mud Lane, and difficulty was experienced with sand in 
the bore at Red Lodge. The demand was very heavy 
throughout. The platoon was relieved on the 12th, and 
rejoined the battalion. 


On 12th June, the battalion marched out of Chateau 
Nieppe and oceupied Bulford camp, on the Neuve Eglise 
road. The road platoon, working on Messines road. and 
a platoon of C Company working on tramway formation, 
joined the battalion in the evening, having been relieved 
on their work. On the 13th and 14th the whole battalion 
was at rest. The camp was a good oné, and the weather 
fine and warm. Battalion parades (when not inter- 
rupted by ‘‘Slippery Dick’’ shells) were held for an 
hour in the morning on the flat below the camp. Baths 
were near by, and a general sorting up of kit and re- 
organisation, necessitated by the heavy casualties, was 
carried out. 

On the 15th, the battalion commenced on corps work. 
Two new communication trenches were undertaken 
across the old No Man’s Land. The first from Mesines 
Road down The Only Way, and across to the old German 
lines at the Pimple, near Ulrica Farm; the second, via 
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Westwood Avenue, across towards the Moat. These two 
jobs were reconnoitered and commenced by A and B 
Companies respectively, on the 15th, and carried on and 
completed by © and D Companies. A trench for a 4in. 
watermain was dug from Romarin, past Courte Dreeve 
Farm and Red Lodge, to the top of Hill 68, and part of 
the main was laid. 

On the 18th the battalion moved to Hillside camp, and 
bivouacked in tents and shelters. X Company was here 
finally dissolved, its members rejoining their original 
companies. 

Three days later, orders were received for all parties 
to rejoin the unit, and prepare to take over front line 
work in the Messines sector, north of the Douve River. 
This finished the work of the battalion in Ploegsteert 
sector until late in the year. The great action was over, 
and its objective gained. Consolidation was in progress ; 
the maze of old and well revetted trenches were now 
useless, and a new system was being dug some thousands 
of yards further east. The weather throughout May and 
June had been gloriously fine, and the ground was stand- 
ing well without revetting. The trenches were new and 
clean and dry, but every day the Hun was locating them 
more accurately, and what was worse, almost, the 
weather was beginning to break. 

Messines was not the greatest battle of the war. There 
were many others greater and more lasting in their gains. 
But Messines was unique, the first and last of its kind, 
and in its opening, dramatic beyond description. For the 
battalion, it was the first great action after months of 
trench life and preparation, and although all were not 
so hopeful of its far reaching results as those at home, 
there was grim satisfaction in smashing back the Hun 
with sheer might of arms. It could be done, and the most 
powerful system of defence he was able to devise was 
unable to resist the blow. 
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On the 22nd June, 1917, the battalion was relieved in 
the Ploegsteert sector by the New Zealanders, and pro- 
ceeded to take over the sector of the line which lay be- 
tween the Douve River and the Blawepoortbeek. This 
part of the line included the captured village and ridge 
of Messines, and the line at this time rested at the bottom 
of the eastern slope of the ridge, with gently sloping hill 
in front of it. 

The companies were allotted as follows:—A Coy., on 
general trade work; B Coy., on the maintenance and re- 
pair of all trenches between the front and support line; 
C Coy., on light railway and trench tramway construc- 
tion; and D Coy., resting and training. The arrangement 
was that after eighteen days in each class of work, the 
companies would change round. 

The line at this time was in the second stage of con- 
solidation, the stage where the trenches began to take a 
definite form under a defence policy, and communica- 
tions must be made safe and trafficable. 

The work in the front line area was exceptionally 
heavy. The greatest difficulty, and the ruling factor in 
the comfort of the line, was the drainage, for here daily 
the mud was growing deeper, and the weather, which was 
bad, did not show much likelihood of improving. No 
system of trenches could have been in a much worse posi- 
tion as regards the problem of drains being situated in the 
bottom of the valley, and overlooked by the enemy, where 
every movement by daylight, of even small parties, was 
at once noticed, and strafed. Communication trenches 
existed to a certain extent, but in no case were they of suffi- 
cient depth nor were they in a fit state to commence 
revetting or duck boarding without much work. 

At this time the battalion was living at Mahutonga 
camp, near Neuve Eglise, and nightly the parties went 
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up to their work by motor lorries as far as possible, 
which was usually a little ahead of Souvenir dump—often 
the object of much attention by the enemy. From here 
it was a case of walking by the best routes obtainable, 
—none of which were good and all of which were fre- 
quently shelled—to the various parts of the front sector. 
Owing to the fact that all work was more or less under 
observation, and was well registered, it was a common 
daily occurrence to find the work of the day before well 
nigh obliterated, and it became at times a very dis- 
heartening job. 


The right and left communication trenches, Cross and 
Gapaard, suffered more than the others, and it was neces- 
sary, in the case of Cross, to deviate several times, 
as a quicker job than trying to rebuild the badly 
erumped trench, which existed after a day’s attention 
by the enemy. A mule track was also constructed, from 
the back area of the right battalion sector, up to the sup- 
port line, near Steignast Farm, also a place of evil repute. 
This work continued up to the end of the first eighteen 
days, when the change round of companies took place. 
Casualties by this time were by no means light. 


Meantime, during th esame period, C company had 
been busily engaged in siting and constructing the 
commencement of a ballasted light tramway, intended to 
make a circuit of Messines Ridge. The point where this 
line started was the worst shelled spot in the area, behind 
the reserve line, and Petit Douve Farm will never be for- 
gotten by members of the unit who worked in its vicinity. 
Here there was a small dump, and the present limit of 
trench tramway. Obvious on aerial photography and to a 
certain extent under observation, it was impossible to 
work parties in daylight unless well scattered, and not too 
numerous, and the company found a good deal of diffi- 
culty in getting up the material and pushing on the 
work. However, steady progress was made, and the line 
was well ballasted and fit to stand fairly heavy trench 
traffic. During the eighteen days there were a number 
of bad casualties, and the company lost two officers, 


- Lieuts. Keam and Christmas, killed in action while at- 


tending to a third officer who had been wounded. 
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4A Company was engaged on the general trade work of 
the divisional area, such as the erection of hutments, 
stables, etc., and at the end of the period on 12th July, 
changed over with D Company which was resting, that 
company relieving the front line company (B). The 
front line company then went on to the tram work, and 
C Company back to the general trades. 

Work in the front area continued much the same as be- 
fore, and the drainage problem still continued to be a 
problem. At this time the division was preparing for its 
share on the right flank of the offensive of the Third 
Battle of Ypres. In connection with this operation, 
D Company carried out certain new work on communi- 
cations. In addition to the continuation of maintenance 
of the existing trenches and revetting of these, which 
were now ready for duckboards and ‘‘A’’ frames, a new 
trench was dug in the vicinity of Gapaard, and a special 
effort was made to have the area in a fit condition for 
the extra traffic usual at the time of even a minor opera- 
tion, such as advancing the line at the pivot point of a 
larger offensive further north. 

During this time B Company continued the tramway 
work, but after a certain time on the ballasted line to the 
south of Messines, was transferred to north of the village, 
to continue a trench tramway, which existed nearly up 
to Messines, on towards the support line. 

This line, although it progressed to a certain extent, . 
did not progress as it might have done, owing to a great 
shortage of material, which made it necessary to scour 
the country for old abandoned lines, which were then 
taken up and salved. A good deal of progress, however, 
was made in the southern line to this date. Rather bad 
casualties occurred on both the trench and tramway work 
during all companies’ periods, and men were not sorry 
when their change round took place. © Company, then 
on back area work, changed into rest, and A Company 
went forward to the trench work, relieving D Company. 
B Company went on to the general trades, being relieved 
on the tramways by D Company. 

On the night before the relief, one platoon selected 
from B and C Coys., under Lieut. Tatham, was engaged 
in the release of a smoke cloud in connection with the 
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minor operation referred to above, undertaken in con- 
junction with the larger offensive up North. The smoke 
was discharged from the vicinity of Farme de la Croix, 
starting at zero and continuing for about two hours, dur- 
ing which time it was necessary at one time to alter the 
location, owing to a change of wind. During the opera- 
tion 1,350 smoke candles, or about 144 tons of smoke, 
were discharged. 

On ist August the companies changed over, and were 
placed as follows:—A Coy., front line; D Coy., trams; B 
Coy., back area work; C Coy., resting. Work on this al- 
lotment of companies continued until 5th August, 1917, 
when the division was relieved by the 4th division, and 
the whole battalion went into general work, under corps 
control. 

During the whole of this period, companies took turns 
in supplying teams of Lewis gunners, attached to the 
brigade in the line, to act as a defence against low flying 
enemy aircraft. 

The conditions of work throughout were as disagree- 
able as any the unit had met, or did meet, during the 
whole time in France, although thoroughly typical of the 
worst devastated and shell torn sectors of the front. Then, 
again, however bad the Ypres area was, the bulk of the 
work was carried out by daylight, while here all forward 
jobs had to be done at night, which added to the difficul- 
ties and the dangers. The mud was always there, and 
the shelling was at all times heavy on some part of the 
sector. These long walks, often in heavy rain, over slip- 
pery and treacherous tracks, both going and coming, and 
the long hours of shovelling, and toiling on the carrying 
up of duckboards and revetting materials, will never be 
forgotten, while such places as Gapaard and Cross 
Avenue, Hun’s Walk, Petit Douve Farm and Currie 
dump will live long in the memories of all. 

Throughout it all the enemy appeared to suffer much 
from a most objectionable form of nervousness, and, ap- 
parently expected further attacks at any hour of the 
night, This resulted in sudden hurricane bombardment 
of communications and the supports, whenever anything 
slightly unusual was seen or heard by him. The result 
was, inevitably, casualties to some of those working in 
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the vicinity, and during the period, the casualties to the 
companies on the forward work were heavy. Here, too, 
mustard gas was met for the first time. 

On 6th August, 1917, the unit settled down to corps 
work, glad to be for a time working under conditions 
which allowed of daylight parties and comparative free- 
dom from shells, and other troubles of the line. 

C Company continued training, and the other three 
companies were distributed as follows:—A and D Com- 
panies were allotted to the task of constructing two large 
earthwork dams for water reservoirs, north of Kémmel 
Hill, and laying pipe lines in connection with them. B 
Company carried on with general work in the area, in- 
cluding the piquetting of water points and the construc- 
tion of a large map of the Comines area, similar to that 
made for Messines. They also delivered 500 tons of 
stone to various points in the area, and did much work 
on stables and hutments. 

On the 1st September the long expected move to back 
areas took place. The battalion marched to Steenwerck 
station and entrained for Lumbres. Here the battalion 
settled down to a general course of training, mostly of 
an infantry nature, as conditions did not allow of much 
technical work being carried out. The unit was billetted 
in the little village of Wavrans, close to Lumbres, and 
very much appreciated the spell, having been on forward 
work continually since November—about nine months. 
The billets were not as comfortable as those in the for- 
ward area perhaps, and firewood was not as plentiful, 
still that time of the year was warm, and the peaceful 
conditions doubly made up for any minor discomforts. 
All ranks entered keenly into the spirit of the training, 
and much improvement took place, after the first few 
days. For the first week or so training was only carried 
out in the mornings, and this served to give the men the 
rest they so badly needed. 

On September 13th, battalion sports were held at 
Wavrans, and a very good day was spent, this being the 
first opportunity of such a day since landing in France. 

On September 22nd, the battalion marched to a central 
spot, where the whole division was reviewed by Sir 
Douglas Haig, and at the same time a rumor spread per- 
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sistently that the period in the rest area was rapidly 
drawing to a close. This rumour proved well founded, 
and after three happy weeks the unit, on 26th September. 
moved out to commence the long route march to Ypres. 
The route for the first day was by Esquerdes and Wizer- 
nes to the Forest of Clairmarais, where the unit camped 
for the night in an old monastry north of the forest. The 
second day of the route lay through Zuytpeene and Ter- 
deghem, and to the Eecks area, where the unit again 
rested a night. This day’s march was more trying then 
the previous one, owing to the long climb up over the 
hill of Cassel, scene of many battles in previous wars, 
and from which a wonderful view of the surounding 
country can be had. 


On September 28th, the battalion moved through 
Steenvoord to Winizeele area, where they remained in 
tents until the 30th, on which day they embussed, and ar- 
rived at Vlamertinghe at 5.50 p.m. Here a halt was 
made for some hours, while awaiting the guide to the 
billetting area, which had been changed from the first 
one allotted. After dark, the unit marched across pad 
docks to a large field, where they were to bivouack for the 
night. The march was not a nice one. It is never pleas- 
ant to tramp across rough country in the dark, in a new 
place with no knowledge of one’s destination, and the 
constant banging of ‘‘ Archies,’’ the rattle of anti-aircraft 
Lewis guns, and the dropping of bombs all round, made 
the conditions decidedly objectionable. The night in that 
field was not much better than the march. All night 
long the incessant banging of guns and cracking of 
machine guns kept up; ‘planes seemed to come and go 
unceasingly, bombs seemed to fall everywhere, except 
just where the unit lay, without cover of any sort, tired 
and longing for sleep, which was almost impossible. 


All ranks were glad when the morning came, and day- 
light put an end to the enemy’s activities. The morning 
brought long range high velocity shells, which at inter- 
vals came whisking into the camp in a neighbouring 
field, but no damage was done, and after all no one 
minds shells as much as bombs, especially in daylight. 


Early that morning the battalion commenced taking 


over camp and work from the Pioneers battalion 
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(K.R.R.) of the 3rd English division, and parties of offi- 
cers and n.c.o’s. went up to the line to look over the 
roads and tracks they were to work on for the next few 
weeks. 


So much has been written of the town of Ypres itself 
that it seems an unnecessary task to attempt to describe 
its sorrow. Jagged and gaunt, the ruins of the famous 
Cloth Hall stand up in the centre of the town as a land- 
mark, and defies all attempts of the enemy to entirely 
destroy them. Even in the ruined state in which it now 
is, there is still much of beauty and nobility left, and it 
will ever stand, an irreparable example of German van- 

m. 


Through Ypres and out on to the Zonnebeke road, past 
the famous Menin gate, one is soon in the area of ruin and 
devastation. On these roads, where death stalks con- 
stantly by day and night, one needs keen eyes and keener 
ears to miss the trouble that lies in wait for the unwary. 
On these roads, especially just before daylight, and at 
intervals during the night, enemy ’planes dropped their 
loads, and at times seemed to work in relays. 


So for the first time the battalion marched into that 


-area of cursed memory, the Ypres salient. Cursed to 


both the enemy and ourselves, a Hell on Earth, and the 
grave of thousands of the best and bravest of the race. 
The task of describing an hundredth part of the horror, 
desolation and misery of this sector of the battle line, is 
an impossible one; for what words can picture, what 
photographs show, that great waste area of shell holes 
so close that they overlap, so close that no shell can fall 
making a new hole for itself, but must burst in ground 
already torn and shattered? Who can describe those 
shell holes, and their horrible contents—here where the 
water is close to the surface, and each hole fills as soon 
as it is made, they become, each one, a basin of foul- 
smelling slime, their sides strewn with torn and battered 
equipment and broken rifles. 


Worse sights than these met the eye at every turn, 
sights which need not be described, sights too painful 
to chronicle, but here, of all places, in poor torn France 
and Belgium, war in its worst and cruellest aspect, was 
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brought vividly before one, and one curses those who 
brought such torture upon a peaceful world. 


Over this ghastly waste, ruin everywhere, run shell 
broken tracks, which, though constantly repaired, always 
show signs of recent ‘‘strafe,’’ broken duckboards stick- 
ing up towards the sky, waiting to trip up the leading 
members of night parties, and to precipitate them to 
their waists in the ooze of the shell hole in front. At 
intervals, scattered over the landscape, stand these silent 
monuments of Hun labor—the pill boxes—solid blocks 
of grey concrete, built to withstand the heaviest of heavy 
bombardment that could be launched against them; built 
to make this area impregnible, and only reduced by sheer 
sacrifice of the Infantry, who at such great cost hurled 
themselves against them. 

This must have been pleasant undulating farming 
country before war came to it choosing it for its fiercest 
battleground, and one or two small villages and many 
farms were dotted over it. Now nothing remains of 
those; certainly this place and that is named in the map 
as a farm or hamlet, but search as one may, the only evi ~ 
dence is below the ground, for, where cellars existed and 
were reasonably strong, they were often strenghtened by 
eonerete and made into fairly habitable dugouts. Above 
ground, nothing—nothing, except war and wreckage, 
mud and filth—miles of it. North, South, East and West, 
and above it all day and all night, coming and going, the 
steady whine of shells of all calibre unceasing in their 
work of destruction and death. 

And the roads! Picture the City of London in its 
busiest pre-war days, double traffic, and add to it a con- 
stant stream of humanity passing both ways among the 
vehicles. Motor lorries, guns, ambulances, horse drawn 
limbers and waggons, three deep on all the roads, going 
and coming for miles, often blocked while they slowly 
clear the wreckage of man and horse and waggon, 
caused by those shells which constantly burst on every 
road. Thus the transport—day after day, the same daily 
and nightly round, not stopping for shells on the roads 
ahead—pushes on and leaves it to luck, for ammunition 
and rations must get forward to the infautry in the line, 
and the never silent guns must be fed unceasingly. Daily 
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the line of broken vehicles along the sides of the roads 
grows; hardly a yard for miles but has some sign of 
tragedy, where death at 1,000 feet a second, flung horse 
and driver into eternity, or overturned some motor lorry, 
its load of ammunition exploding as it blazed. 

The work on which the battalion was to be engaged at 
once, as an urgent matter, was the construction in each 
brigade sector of a track over which the troops for the 
coming battle of Broodseinde were to march. First a 
track was picked out between the shell holes and marked 
with tracing tape or pickets, and then if there were still 
time it was widened to at least three feet and levelled off. 
Ultimately it was further improved by duckboarding from 
end to end. 

Other works consisted of the repair and maintenance 
of the main road from Menin Gate to Devil’s Crossing, 
and the steady widening of it in the narrow places, to fit 
it for two way lorry traffic, and the construction of 
numerous limber roads and mule tracks from the main 
road into the host of new gun positions which were 
springing up everywhere as the advance continued. The 
work was of the utmost importance, as, owing to the 
weather, which was at that time corisistently wet, the 


difficulty of getting the guns forward, and when once in 


position, of keeping them fully supplied with ammuni- 
tion, was becoming a most serious problem. Parties also 
worked on dumps, and pumping out and maintaining deep 
dugouts in forward areas. 

The date of zero for the offensive was the 4th October. 
and on the Ist instant, there remained but two nights, 
that one and the next, in which this work was to be 
done, if all was to be ready for the approach march on 
the night of the 3rd. To make things worse, at a con- 
ference held shortly before dark on that first night, the 
location of some of the tracks was entirely altered, and 
the parties were faced with the difficulty of not only 
building, but locating the tracks, in darkness such as is 
only found in these devastated areas. 

However it was no use growling about the difficulties; 
much depended on the work in hand, and it became a 
matter of tackling the job and doing the best possible 
under the circumstances. 
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On the night of the 1st October, the battalion moved 
out at nightfall, carrying their tools, to distribute them- 
selves on the various jobs. 

North of the road lay the left brigade sector, the front 
line being half way up Van Isacker’s Ridge, and on the 
other side of that wretched swamp, the Zonnebeke. This 
small stream had been, before war came to it, a narrow 
and rather deep drain winding through low lying and 
soft ground. Pounded by many thousands of shells, by 
day and night for many weeks, it was now fifty yards 
wide, and full of traps in the way of deep shell holes, only 
revealed in the sick glimmer of the eternal Verey lights. 
Over this stream the British Pioneers, whom we relieved, 
had put seven causeways, made of hurdles, duckboards and 
fascines, as some form of crossing, by now well battered, 
and to which at present no track led. 

Over these bridges the approach march must pass, and 
tracks must lead to them from the main road further 
back. The Northern track for the 10th Infantry brigade 
was named ‘‘K’’ track, and for half its length, from near 
Cambridge road to Frost House, ran south of the main ; 
road, in the form of a track in varying states of repair. 
At Frost House it crossed the road, and winding like a 
snake, was to be constructed, passing the captured Ger- 
man pill boxes, standing like some evil growths on the 
vile shell wrecked mud—the redoubts of Low Farm, 
Borry Farm and Bremen Redoubt. From the road, the 
track was located, and by building up between shell 
holes, and cutting through heaps of wreckage, a road 
about three feet wide was formed for part of the way to 
Morass Crossing. This work continued until daylight on 
the 2nd October, when the party on this sector returned 
to camp, slopping through the mud, with thoughts of the 
next night’s work, under worse conditions, still to be 
done, and at all costs finished the same night. 

Meantime, the remainder of the battalion were en- 
gaged on their respective tasks. South of the road other 
parties toiled through the night on the making of ‘‘F’’ 
track, for the 11th Brigade, which, starting from near 
the White Chateau, near Ypres, ran in the vicini of 
Kink dump, near the 11th Brigade Headquarters. om 
here it ran, much as ‘‘K’’ track, dodging where possible, 
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the shell holes, and passing Bostin Farm Redoubt on its 
way to the crossing of the Morass. Having the same diffi- 
culties of mud and fire, this track was pushed forward as 
far as possible on the night of the 1st. The roads for the 
guns were being steadily pushed forward also, and tracks 
to the new gun positions were appearing along which 
gunners were sweating as they pulled their guns into 
position and unloaded the ammunition for the dumps at 
hand. 

Bricks, sandbags and fascines (what few there were on 
the job), hurdles and salved timber, all were used on 
those tracks to the gun positions in the fight against the 
greatest enemy, the mud, and many yards of miscellaneous 
short roads were completed in that and the following 
night. 

On the night of the 2nd, the work of the tracks con- 
tinued from sunset, and, knowing that the work 
must be completed before daylight, the greatest efforts 
were put into the task. Parties were put on to the single 
task of carrying duckboards from the dump at Bavaria 
House to the ereek crossing, where they were stored in 
small dumps in shell holes, against fhe time when, at all 
costs, the Infantry must cross those bridges to time, and 
damage caused by shell fire must be constantly repaired. 
By bridging the trenches and drains, and filling and cut- 
ting, the tracks progressed to the swamp, in front of 
which the tape lines were being laid for the jump off posi- 
tion of the attacking troops. These morass crossings pro- 
mised trouble for the following night. It was obvious to 
the enemy that they were about the worst part of the 
route to the line, and for this reason much attention was 
devoted to them by night, both from 5.9 in. shells and 
machine guns. The shelling came in bursts, and observa- 
tion showed the points most selected, and it therefore 
seemed possible, by sensible use of the guides, the bat- 
talion was to supply on the following night, to lead 
the Infantry through with a minimum of trouble. 


By daylight on the 8rd, the Northern track was in the 
main complete and marked over the greater part of its 
length by wire on pickets. However, a cable burying 
party, in an excess of zeal perhaps, chose a considerable 
length of it, which had been completed and left—for a 
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bury; thereby destroying much of the track and laying 
flat the pickets and wire which had been erected. This 
was discovered by a patrol sent over the track on the fol- 
lowing morning, and gave much extra work on the night 
of the 3rd. The work on the Southern or ‘‘E”’ track was 
not quite complete, and it was necessary to arrange for 
parties to continue on this job on the night of the ap- 
proach march, right up to the time when the Infantry 
_ should pass over it. 


Artillery roads and tracks still progressed well, and 
guns, and ammunition, both heavy and light, streamed 
unceasingly, from back areas and from yld positions 
further back into the new pits for the day of battle. Guns 
were everywhere, line upon line, and hardly camouflaged, 
and all in positions, which of necessity could hardly be 
missed by the enemy in his constant counter battery 
shots, which took place at all hours. Gun positions were 
at all times good places to give a wide berth if possible, 
but with the number that were crowded into that sector, 
it was out of the question to avoid them. Here, indeed, 
was a gunners’ battle, and all depended, as was seen ata 
later date, on the rapid forward move of the batteries in 
support of the advancing Infantry. What the gunners 
suffered in those bad days was only equalled by the perils 
and discomforts of the Infantry, but the sides of the 
roads, with the wreckage of limber and horses, bore mute 
testimony to the dangers of those gallant men, the first 
line transport who brought rations and ammunition to the 
forward areas. 


So the eve and the day of the battle of Broodseinde 
and Zonnebeke came, and the work of the battalion dur- 
ing the operations was allotted. The work during the 
day comprised the extension of ““K’? and ‘‘F”’ tracks in 
in the wake of the Infantry, and also the digging of a 
communication trench from the point where the new 
support line crossed the Ypres Roulers railway forward 
to the new front line. The party on Artillery roads was 
to commence work at dusk on the task of getting the 
guns forward to new positions, should the attack be suc- 
cessful. 

The jobs were allotted as follows :—‘K’’ track to B 
Coy.; ‘‘F’’ track to C Coy.; artillery roads to D Coy., 
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with one half of A Coy. (under Capt. W. J. Rose) on the 
communication trench, and the balance assisting on the 
tracks. 

On the night of the approach march, the battalion sup- 
plied parties of guides to the Infantry, and a party of 
picked men was stationed at the morass crossing of ‘‘K’’ 
track to keep the bridge open at all costs. The guides, 
under Capt. J. A. E. Toone, set out before dark, and also 
marked the track throughout with luminous sign boards, 
repairing much of the marking, which had been destroyed 
by the cable burying party. When the time for the 
march drew near, the guides were posted, and moving 
up and down the track between their stations, guided the 
successive columns to their destinations. The bridge 
party worked well during the night, constantly repair- 
Ped damage to the causeways caused by bursts of enemy 

e. : 


On the morning of the 4th October, the attack opened 
with the usual roar of artillery, and the various parties 
set out on their long tramp to the line, and to a day 
of mud and danger. 

On this day Lance-Corporal Walter Peeler, of 
the Lewis gun section, was attached to the attacking 


infantry, for the task of defence against low flying air- 


craft, in conjunction with the other members of the 
Lewis gun teams of the battalion. At one point of the 
attack, the Infantry were seriously held up, and Lance- 
corp. Peeler, by most conspicuous gallantry, relieved the 
situation, being awarded the Victoria Cross for hig 
action, which is more fully described in the appendix. 


The roads were as usual blocked with traffic, but as far 
as the Oxford and Cambridge cross roads, little shelling 
was met, except occasional long range stuff. But from 
here on, battery positions, and the road. in places, were re- 
ceiving their full share of attention. 


The party on the communication trench pushed on, and 
reached there in good time. The task consisted for the 
greater part in cleaning out an old German trench, and 
the work was successfully completed before dusk. The 
way up was through heavy enemy shelling, and it was 
owing to the soft ground that casualties did not occur. 
The other parties had separated to their respective 
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tasks, and had the same experience of heavy shell fire 
and small casualties. The mud was everywhere so deep 
that even the shells with instantaneous fuse, penetrated 
some feet before bursting, and the ordinary variety went 
so far below the surface that practically all splinters were 
smothered. So, except for the momentary shock, one 
could be within a few yards of big bursts and suffer no 
harm. The two tracks were pushed on well towards the 
new lines, but the bridges over the morass crossing were 
suffering fairly heavily throughout the day. Towards the 
evening, as is usually the case on the day of a ‘‘stunt,”’ 
the shelling slackened off considerably and the unit re- 
turned to billets shortly before dark. 

The Artillery roads had continued with the work of 
gun tracks, many more of which had been constructed 
through the day, and during the night the guns again 
moved forward to more advanced positions. 

On the following day, much the same class of work was 
carried out, and the tracks pushed on into touch with the 
front line, a causeway being built over the morass, near 
Springfield Redoubt, in the newly captured area. 

Lieut.-Col. Law left the battalion sick on the 3rd 
October, returning to Australia later, and Major W. A. 
Adams, D.S.O., was appointed Acting-C.0. 

From the morning of the 6th October, up to the time 
the battalion was relieved, much of the work was the 
most unsatisfactory ever carried out by the whole bat- 
talion. The task was the construction of a road for 
Artillery, which was to be run on a cireuit, from Frost 
House, via Delva Farm and Van Isacker’s Ridge to 
Devil’s Crossing. The task of road construction in this 
country was at any time a problem, and the only satis- 
factory way of tackling it was by means of plank roads. 
But for this task no planks were available. The reason 
of the shortage may have been due to lack of organisation 
behind, to overcrowded roads, to lack of material or 
transport, but whatever may have been the reason, it was 
absolutely impossible, in spite of protests or entreaties, 
to get any form of road making material. 

At the Zonnebeke end, the road ran for acertain dis- 
tance along the side of the embankment of the Roulers 
railway, and here there was a base of good hard metal in 
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places, and the chance of getting a certain amount of old 
ballast off the line. Close by, also, was an old enemy 
dump, from which slabs could be carried to pave the top 
of filled shell holes, but, as the head of the road pro- 
gressed, and turned north behind the ridge, the carry 
from the dump became longer, and the supply of 
suitable material was failing. All sorts of expedients, 
expected to be useless before they were tried, were at- 
tempted, such as duckboards, hurdle or sandbag wheel 
tracks. | Nothing permanent could, however, be done 
without fascines in plenty, or planks for making a proper 
slab road, and all attemps to take guns over the track 
ended in disaster. 

The unit cannot be blamed for the track not being com. 
pleted, and Sappers working round to meet us had appar- 
ently the same experience, for when the track, under- 
stood to be complete, was met, it consisted merely of a 
tape line and shell holes filled in with mud and rubbish. 
We were then given the unenviable task of improving this 
section also. Much useless and disheartening work would 
have been avoided had a reasonable amount of material 
been available. The only material the unit had was mud 
and slime, of which there was more than enough to hand, 
but it was not suitable for filling deep shell holes to carry 
heavy traffic. Even when, after much carrying from old 
dumps, a certain amount of work had one day been ac- 
complished, three very large shells fell in the middle of 
the track, blowing craters twenty feet across, and making 
it necessary to deviate and rebuild the road, before any 
use could be made of it. 

The weather throughout was the worst the unit had 
ever met, and the long walk of about seven miles out, 
and the same back, was telling on the men, and sick 
parades were growing alarmingly large. 

On the night of the 9th, a party of guides carried out 
valuable work for the 66th Division, who had relieved 
the 3rd Division for operation on the 10th. 

On the 12th the unit continued the road, except A Com- 
pany, which worked on a track from the Zonnebeke rail- 
way station to Seine. This work was started fairly late, 
owing to the obscurity of the infantry position, but after 
much hard work, and the employment of any material to 
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hand, a serviceable, if rough track, was completed. 
Later, the same company made a deviation to connect 
the Seine road with that at Devil’s Crossing, for a dis- 
tance of 1,000 yards across crater country and slime, with 
no transport, and only the material which could be 
earried from the ruins of Zonnebeke. Truly a delightful 
task, which can only be fully appreciated by those who 
worked through those days, and under those conditions. 
Major Adams, D.S.0., was killed while inspecting this 
party at work. Major H. P. Phillips was appointed Act- 
ing-C.0. i 

On the 16th and 17th a party from the same company 
(A) put some 18 pounders into position near the ruined 
St. Joseph’s Institute, and owing to there being plenty 
of old bricks on the job, the task was successfully carried 
out. The fact of having at last been detailed to a pos- 
sible job, as far as material was concerned, was most 
refreshing, and the work was executed to the complete 
satisfaction of the Artillery. ' 

For a day or so during the period a party did a certain 
amount of tramway work near Kink dump, but here, as 
elsewhere, material was conspicuous by its absence. 

On the 6th October the whole battalion had moved into 
the town of Ypres, billets being constructed among the 
ruins of the Cavalry barracks, with the plentiful material 
to hand. This was much preferable to the previous condi- 
tions of tents in an open field, and the men were at least 
able to sleep more safely with spilnter proof cover, and 
altogether live better than before. 

The unit continued on the work above, until relieved 
on 20th October, 1917, by the Canadians. At the end 
of the period all ranks were more than glad to leave 
behind the wretched area of desolation and disappoint- 
ment, hoping that by the time they next saw the line it 
would be in some more pleasant locality, where the work 
could be carried out as it was desired, and with some 
probability of success. 

Ypres will never be forgotten by the unit or any other 
troops who served there. The period was one of tasks 
attempted under the worst possible condition of enemy 
fire and weather, and although eventually Paschendale 
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fell into the hands of the Allies, it was at a terrible cost 
in man and material. 

On 21st October, 1917, the whole battalion entrained at 
Ypres station for back areas, and with thankful hearts 
returned to the old billetting area of Wavrans, where 
they were heartily weleomed by the residents of the 
village. 
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CHAPTER X. 
BACK TO MESSINES. 


The battalion stayed at Wavrans until 12th November, 
carrying out varied training, including a _ considerable 
amount of trestle bridging, with the material of the Field 
Companies. The rest was profitable, and on the 11th 
orders were received for the line. 


On 12th November the unit moved by route march to 
Steenbecque, a distance of 22 miles, where it rested for 
the night, moving to Steenje, a further 17 miles, on the 
following day. On the 14th the remaining seven miles of 
the journey to Nieppe, was completed, and the battalion 
settled down in billets vacated by the 22nd D.L.I., of the 
8th Division, which Pioneer battalion had been relieved 
by the unit. Nieppe had suffered little since the Messines 
offensive, and the outgoing unit had carried out much 
useful work in making the billets as comfortable as pos- 
sible. Nearly all the houses were provided with bunks 
and mess rooms were prepared for each platoon. 


For work in the sector the companies were allotted as 
follows:—A Coy., all the left sector of trenches from 
Ultimo Avenue to the Douve; B Coy., general trade 
work in the area, and the repair of forward roads; 
C Coy., the upkeep of the trenches of the right sector 
from the Lys river north to Ultimo; with D Coy. on 
the maintenance and construction of the trench tram- 
ways of the divisional area. 

This area included all the old area over which the bat- 
tallion had worked throughout the preparation for and 
the battle of Messines, and it was interesting to go back 
to it, and to note the alterations due to the months of 
war since we were last in the district. 

The main feature of the area was Ploegsteert Wood, 
and, in addition to the leafiless condition of the trees (due 
to Winter), which when last seen, had been wonderfully 
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green, H.E. and gas had played havoe with the wood, and 
many well known parts of it were almost unrecognisable. 

Of course the line was now settled down in the posi- 
tions captured on the 7th June, and the succeeding days 
of the offensive, and the old trenches in front of the 
wood had become back areas, presenting a very different 
aspect to that of last May and June. The hundreds of 
battery areas behind the lines in those days of battle had 
now disappeared, except for wrecked and rotted heaps 
of sandbags and scattered empty cartridge cases; and 
light railway engines pulling their freight of men and 
stores now ran to points which previously had been in 
range of trench mortars and out of the question for any- 
thing except pushed trucks. 

Arrangements were made for these light trains to carry 
the parties to and from work, thus enabling the unit to 
oceupy the billets well back from the line, and elimina- 
ting the long walk which would otherwise have been in- 
volved. It was necessary to carry out much of the work 
by night, especially in the left sector, owing to the good 
observation from the Warneton Tower. Who will forget 
that tower, standing sentinel throughout the day—the 
opening through which the observer watched our lines 
looking like an evil eye, and encouraging day parties 
to keep well below parapets and in the trenches? Many 
attempts were made by the gunners to destroy this thing 
of evil, and ultimately a well laid shot from a 12 in. 
Howitzer completely destroyed it. 

In the left sector the main approach was by Ultimo 
Avenue, a continuation of St. Ives trench, the first por- 
tion of which had been dug across No Man’s Land on 
June 7th. At this time the trench was in a very bad 
state of repair and exceedingly wet. On this task, A Com- 
pany worked by night and day, draining and revetting 
with the object of making it reasonably dry and passable 
for the large amount of traffic which it carried. In addi- 
tion, this company worked on the repair and mainten- 
ance of Useful trench, Egmont Avenue, and the duck- 
board track which ran up to the line by the valley of 
the Douve. 

The area through which these trenches passed, being 
the country pulverised prior to the Messines attack, and 
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before that in enemy hands since 1914, was the worst type 

of crater field, making the task of draining and revetting, 
in addition to that of getting material up, a difficult job. 
Each night, parties were detailed for the carting forward 
of duckboards and revetting frames, and such loads, while 
so necessary, are not pleasant, when in addition to the 
weight to be handled, one also has to negotiate the 
many pitfalls of shell holes, wire and abandoned trenches. 
At times much work could be done by day, as at this 
time of year in the low lying Flanders country, mists lay 
dense on the flats till well into the morning. 

About the end of the month, B Coy., in addition to the 
general trades work about the divisional area, took over 
the repair and maintenance of the East-West roads in the 
sector. There were the two main roads, one from 
Advanced Estaminet on-Hill 63 towards Warneton, and 
known as Ash Avenue, and the road running through 
Motor Car Corner to Frelinghem. Two secondary roads 
were also worked on viz., Ploegsteert-Le Gheer and 
Gunner’s Farm. The company also took over the patrol- 
ling and clearing of the main drains, of which there were 
so many. 

C Company carried out much work on the large and 
scattered right brigade sector. The line had not ad- 
vaneed as far here as further north, and much of the 
work consisted in the upkeep of old trenches, dug in, and 
used since the first of the days of the war. However, 
neglect and the heavy shelling of June, had played havoe 
with many of them, making much alteration and fresh 
revetting necessary. Repair work continued through 
out the whole period on Long, Chester and Suffolk 
Avenues, Umpire Drive, Una Support, and Convent Lane, 
ete., and the whole line was gradually made much more 
dry and comfortable than it had been on taking over. 
A certain amount of night work was necessary, in the 
more forward zone, but, on the whole, day work, with its 
many advantages, was carried out. 

D Coy., while in the sector, worked entirely on trench 
tramway repair and maintenance, which included the 
laying of duckboards between the rails, thereby con- 
siderably improving the track from the point of view of 
those whose duties entailed the pushing of trucks back 
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and forward by night. They carried out work on the 
formation of the corps tramway, and also repaired and 
maintained Gunner’s Farm, Vancouver, Warneton, and 
Great Northern Main lines, in addition to numerous 
short spur and switch tracks. For repair of rolling stock, 
tools, etc., workshops were established in both the right 
and left brigade sector, where much work was done. 

The workshops of the battalion were established in 
Nieppe, and continued to carry out work for the various 
units of the division. 

On December Ist, a detachment of four officers and one 
hundred and thirty two other ranks from the Tunnelling 
reinforcements were attached to the battalion, and al- 
lotted to D Company for the work on tramways. 

On December 8rd Major L. F. W. Mather, D.S.O., 
marched in from 2nd Field Company, and took command 
of the battalion. 

During the period in the sector, which terminated on 
December 14th, few casualties had occurred, and the line 
had quietened down considerably since the unit had last 
worked there. However, it was at all times rather 
‘‘tricky,’’ and the shelling, though not sustained, or often 


- heavy, was liable to come at any time in sudden bursts, 


more especially in the forward battery areas. Dellen- 
elle Farm, which, in the Messines days, had been a rea- 
sonably peaceful spot, occupied by civilians, was now 
evacuated, and on several occasions the parties which 
billetted there and loaded metal for road work, were 
heavily shelled. Looking back, it seems strange that the 
light railway trains were allowed by the enemy to travel, 
with much smoke and steam, right into the forward zone, 
practically with impunity, for they were in open country 
and must have been visible on reasonably clear days. 
On December 14th, the battalion left the comfortable 
billets to go into reserve, and moved up behind the Divi- 
sional sector to the North. H.Q. and D Company went 
into hutments at Dranoutre; B Company to De Kennebek ; 
A Company, Glasgow Camp; and C Company, Ingersoll 
Camp. All these camps were fairly comfortable and con- 
sisted of Nissen bow huts, well arranged and supplied 
with stoves or braziers, which on account of the surround- 
ings could always be kept well supplied with fuel. 
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The work of the battalion consisted of the repair and 
maintenance of the Corps system of light railways, up to 
the point where the trench tramways commenced, and, 
with the exception of D Company, who were doing 
similar work on broad guage line in the vicinity, worked 
for the next month from the Lys on the south to the 
north boundary of the corps area, near Wytschaete. The 
period was an extremely quiet one, and other units were 
working hard on extensive defensive work, in view of the 
expected enemy attack in the coming Spring. Still, at 
that time, Spring seemed a long way off, and one did not 
worry much about the future, or think that, before many 
months, in this very place, the grey hosts of the enemy 
would be fighting through towards Bailleul and Haze- 


brouck. 

Although cold, the time was a pleasant one, and work 
was not over hard, and on Christmas Day, all ranks for 
the second time in France. held high revel at a first rate 
dinner. : 

The work on the tramways and the railway continued 
into January, in conjunction with the various companies 
of the Canadian Railway troops, much maintenance of 
formation and track being carried out. In this period 
only routine duties were carried out, under quiet con- 
ditions, much of the work being done practically in back 
areas. 

On 28th February, the division relieved the 2nd divi- 
sion in the sector, which had been occupied during 
November, and the battalion moved back to the old bil- 
lets at Nieppe, taking over from the 2nd Pioneers. On 
arrival in the sector, the unit was allotted to the same 
work as before, and the companies went back to the 
same tasks they had been previously engaged on—the 
work of trench maintenance, what with enemy attention 
and weather conditions being never ending. The only 
alteration in allotment was that B Company now took 
over all the forward roads, in addition to the task of 
repairing and maintaining St. Ives and Ultimo Avenue, 
up as far as the support line. 

The work was not in any way different from that done 
in the first period here, and progress on all works con- 
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tinued to be made. B Company after having completed 
much of the new revetting and breastworks in Ultimo, 
which—thanks to the work of the unit—was rapidly 
becoming a dry trench, went on to the construction of 
shelters for the reserve battalions in St. Andrew’s drive, 
and near Advanced Estaminet, this work being com- 
pleted before the next relief of the battalion took place. 
A Company, during the tour of duty, also completed the 
very difficult task of reconstructing a trench known as 
Ugly—a well deserved name when it was taken over— 
which ran from support to front line on the left of the 
sector. There were many difficulties involved in this 
job, both of drainage and the getting up of material, but 
it was successfully completed. 

The workshops, which had remained at Nieppe during 
the period in support, continued doing much carpentering 
and general repair and constructional work for all units 
of the division, including the conversion of Stoke’s shells 
into smoke bombs, for minor operations. 

The area was gradually becoming covered with skele- 
ton defences, both wire and trench; which, by the end of 
winter, it was hoped would be in a condition fit to hold 
strongly, should the enemy attack. All ranks worked 
hard, looking forward to the promised spell of a month — 
near Boulogne, which was expected after this period in 
the line was complete. 

Throughout the whole of this winter, as much recrea- 
tion as possible was engaged in. This took the form of 
football against neighbouring units, and small sports meet- 
ings arranged by companies, there being much rivalry 
between the Canadians and Pioneers in wood-chopping, 
sawing, and platelaying events. 
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CuHapter XI. 
BELLE—HEILLY—RIBEMONT. ETC. 
March-May, 1918. 


The period of rest and training at Belle, which was 
marked by delightful weather, and the promise of a very 
early Spring, was cut short on March 22, when an order 
was received for the battalion to move back to the line. 

On the morning of that day, and at the very time the 
troops were enjoying the early sunshine, listening to the 
reading of an address from the Divisional Commander, 
—setting out the possibilities of our part in the event of 
an attack this Spring—the great battle was already rag- 
ing. The long expected Boche Offensive had been 
launched, from Arras to La Fere. 

D Company and a platoon from C Company, who had 
been working on broad gauge railways from Dranoutre, 
were at that time constructing a deviation road round 
Bailleul, which town was being heavily shelled. On the 
morning of the 23rd, they received orders to move, and 
took motor transport the same day to join the battalion. 

On the afternoon of the 22nd March, at 5 p.m., the 
battalion (Major Phillips, Acting-C.0.) marched out of 
Belle, and after their good spell of sport and training, a 
fitter and finer lot of men never took the road. The first 
stage was a long and trying march to Lottinhem, where 
they entrained at about 3 a.m. They detrained at Abeele 
at 9.30 a.m. on 23rd, and continued the march to Steen- 
vorde, which was reached at noon on the same day. Here 
they were joined by D company, who had travelled by 
motor lorries from Dranoutre. 

Up to this point, the destination appeared to be the 
Northern Front, but orders on the evening of the 23rd 
altered this, and next morning, the battalion marched to 
St. Silvestre Cappel, and took motor lorries south to 
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Ebblinghem, which was reached about midday, and the 
march continued to Racquinghem, where good billetting 
was provided, and a full day’s rest enjoyed. Here 
the transport section rejoined. 


From here, A Company was attached to the 9th Infantry 
brigade, and entrained at Steenbecque. The battalion 
(less A Company) was attached to 10th Infantry brigade 
for this portion of the move. 


C Company left Racquinghem at 2 a.m. on the 28th for 
St. Omer, where they acted as loading party for the last 
four trains of the division, which was all moving south. 
B and D Companies reached St. Omer at 6 p.m. the same 
day, and by 7 p.m., all were entrained and shortly after- 
wards moved out. 

The journey was long and trying, owing to the enor- 
mous amount of traffic on the lines. The line followed passed 
through Aire, St. Pol and Doullens, and at about noon on 
the 27th, Mondicourte was reached, and the battalion de- 
trained. After a spell, and lunch in a field nearby, the 
march was commenced for the Somme, along mules of 
dusty roads, in parts crowded with traffic and moving 
troops. Every mile seemed to bring more crowded scenes 
and roads along which refugees were toiling back to 
places of safety; old people and children pushing wheel- 
barrows or perambulators, loaded with all they ever 
hoped to save of their homes; men driving their farm 
horses, drawing waggons loaded up with furniture, bed- 
ding and food. 

The whole population, including troops, seemed to be 
moving West before the advancing Hun. Pas, Thievres, 
and Marieux were passed, and a long hill climbed to a 
point near an abandoned aerodrome, whence the bat- 
talion was to be conveyed to Franvillers by lorries. Orders 
were, however, received to continue the route march, 
owing to shortage of motor transport, 

After a good halt and tea, a move was made and the 
march continued to Raincheval, which was regched at 
11 p.m. Here A Company marched in and the whole bat- 
talion bivouacked for the night. 

Next day, the 28th, the march was continued, gra- 
dually rising through Toutencourt and Contay, and skirt- 
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ing Franvillers to La Houssoye, on the main Amiens- 
Albert road. Battalion headquarters was established at 
Franvillers, and billets were found for the companies, 
where they had a good night’s rest. But the roads were 
no longer crowded. The last of the civilians were going 
—the whole country seemed changed and deserted, and 
not far away could be seen—over country soon to be well- 
known—the bursts of Boche shells and shrapnel. The 
large aerodrome at La Houssoye had been abandoned, 
but much valuable material remained. This area, which 
since 1914, had been a rest area for the Somme front, had 
now become decidedly forward. Orders were not very 
cheering. The division was about to take over a sector be- 
tween Ancre and the Somme, where there was said to be 
“‘some artillery,’’ which it was hoped would give ‘‘some 
support.’’ 


From the eastern end of La Hussoye a good view 
could be had of the front, and the Ancre and Somme val- 
leys could be traced. There was a feeling of excitement 
and adventure in the air, at the new prospects. A 
straight out Infantry job in the [ine and the prospect 
of a ‘‘scrap’’ had a healthy effect. ‘‘He attacks at dusk 
up valleys, with trench mortars,’’ said a circular, ‘‘and 
exploits the successes so gained at dawn.’’ Such sen- 
tences were fixed in memory for very soon the battalion 
was to be closely in touch with the line, and to be 


_employed as Infantry when necessity arose. From the 


time of arriving at Franvillers, the battalion became divi- 
sional reserve. On the evening of the 19th, orders were 
received to move again. C Company marched to Corbie, 
being detached for duty to patrol from Corbie to Fouil- 
loy and Aubigny, and along the Somme canal to Vaux. 


The other three companies marching down through Bon- 
nay reached Heilly a little before midnight on the 29th, 
and found billets in that village, which had only just been 
evacuated. Battalion headquarters was stationed at 
Heilly from now on. The 10th Field Company’s Head- 
quarters Brigade occupied the ancient chateau, which is 
famous in history, dating from the time of Charlemagne. 


The line occupied by the division consisted of a very 
hastily constructed series of posts, running from the 
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neighbourhood of Buire on the Ancre river to Sailly-le-Sec 
on the Somme. On the morning of the 30th, the enemy 
launched a heavy attack on the whole of this front, and 
the battalion had orders to stand to. The enemy was 
using many low flying ’planes, and attacking under cover 
of a strong barrage from field guns, machine guns, and 
trench mortars. About 2 p.m. the report was received 
that the attack was held all along the line, and later the 
Boche was forced to retire, and heavy casualties were 
inflicted on him. It is interesting to note that this was 
the first time the Australians met the enemy in this sector, 
and that he never made another serious attack on the 
same part of the front, but was contented to hold the 
line and rarely even counter-attacked when minor engage- 
’ ments were undertaken to improve position. 


On the afternoon of the 30th, A Company was attached 
to 10th Brigade to operate in support by constructing 
and defending a series of strong posts, covering Buire- 
sur-Ancre, which protected the left flank of the brigade, 
and the right flank of the 4th Australian Division, who 
held the line from Buire northwards towards Albert. A 
reconnaisance was carried out that night before dark, 
and preparations made for the company to move into 
Buire before daylight next day, as the approach to the 
village was under observation. 

The company marched out of Heilly in fighting order 
on the 3lst, at 5 a.m., and by daylight were well stowed 
away in Buire. Good cellars were found, fairly dry, and 
not always empty. The railway line on the south side of 
the village was the outpost line for some distance, and as 
the village was under observation on that side, movement 
by day had to be restricted. For the first three days all 
were engaged in constructing a line of eight half-platoon 
posts, extending from the railway crossing across the 
road, and distributed over about 800 yards of front. 
These posts were afterwards linked up to form a support 
line, but this was not done till later, and for some time 
the posts remained quite isolated on the bare hill slope, 
except the two next the railway. All work was done at 
night, with no trouble from shell fire. Wire was put out, 
and ammunition carried up. Lewis gun posts were estab- 
lished, the gunners living in the line, while the remainder 
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of the company spent the daylight hours in Buire, in 
readiness to man their posts in support at a few minutes’ 
notice. 

All this time the Boche scarcely shelled the village. 
His machine guns were active at night, but their fire, 
being directed into the eastern end of the village, and 
along the railway, passed well overhead along the line of 
the posts. 

Reports and warning were received from brigade on 
the 3rd, that an attack was to be expected, after which 
the silence of the enemy’s guns became rather trying. 

On the morning of 5th April, a heavy bombardment 
was heard in the direction of Albert. Everyone was 
soon well alert, the order to move out to the line was 
given, and very soon the Boche shells were sailing into 
Buire in gradually thickening numbers. Platoons moved 
independently from alarm posts in the village, to their 
posts in the line. A light barrage of 4.2’s was put down 
by the enemy in front of the village, but his machine 
gun barrage was more lively. Company headquarters 
remained in the village, and had a rough time, as the 
shelling was heavy there all day, and many buildings 
were soon burning. The attack proceeded in a more 
leisurely way than was expected, and it was after mid- 
day when the enemy attempted to cross the line at Der- 
nancourt, and to attack the old C.C.S. on the hill slope. 
Fire was directed on to the enemy assembling along the 
railway line, but about the same time the Infantry in 
front were dislodged by trench mortars, which the Boche 
was using from behind the railway bank. As the men 
came streaming back to the support line, the enemy 
opened up on them savagely, at practically point blank 
range, from light guns in Dernancourt. The Infantry 
took cover in the support line with the Pioneers and fire 
was kept up whenever a target could be observed, but no 
definite attack in wave formation was made on this part 
of the front. 

For a while the situation did not look promising, as 
the enemy were working round A Company’s left flank. 
A good many casualties were sustained, especially in the 
Infantry withdrawal, but about 5 p.m. a strong counter 
attack was made, which drove the enemy back to the 
Chalk Pit. This, coupled with a standing barrage from 
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our guns, compelled the Boche to retire, and as he did 
so in a good deal of disorder, he was hurried along by 
rifle fire and Lewis gun fire. The counter attacking 
troops settled down along the original line, and by dark, 
the position was restored. 


On the following evening, the enemy put down a strong 
“‘§.0.8.’’ barrage about 7 p.m., and a raid was expected. 
The company stood to in the support line until midnight, 
but there was no attack. This was the last occasion on 
which the Boche made an attack north of the Ancre. His 
energy was soon afterwards transferred to the south of 
the Somme, whence terrific bombardments were heard. 
Buire remained quiet, and though the shelling of the vil- 
lage increased every day, there was no gas shelling, and 
the troops had good times and good rations, augmented 
with much ‘‘perishable’’ material left by the civilians. 

A Company remained in Buire until relieved by B Com- 
pany on the night of the 16th April, by which time three 
new lines of posts had been dug and wired, between the 
cemetery and the support line, and a dugout commenced in 
the chalk quarry near the railway. 

On return to Heilly, A Company commenced deep 
dugout and road work. A large dugout for battalion 
headquarters, near Marrett Wood, which B Company had 
commenced, was completed. A series of posts were dug 
on the forward side of the Marrett Wood, and wired, 
and a second deep dugout for an R.A.P. commenced in 
a quarry near Mericourt. Machine gun dugouts were 
commenced in Emu support in front of Buire, and also 
on the high ground overlooking the Boche lines 8.E. of 
Marrett Wood. 

On the 3rd and 4th of May A Company was attached 
to the 10th Brigade for two consecutive nights’ work, the 
object being the advancing of the line in front of Mar- 
rett Wood, and the narrowing of No Man’s Land. The 
Infantry went over under a barrage and remained out as 
a screen while the posts were dug and wired, falling back 
before dawn to occupy the new trenches. 

B Company was attached to the 11th Brigade on 30th 
March, to dig a series of trenches and posts southward 
from Marrett Wood. The posts were afterwards wired, 
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and the system became known as Bendigo Switch line. 
Hobart C.T. was dug and a large dugout for a battalion 
headquarters was commenced in the scarpe to the rear 
of Marrett Wood. At this time sawn timber was not to 
be had, so green timber was cut in the wood and split 
for the sets, and laths in the drives. Later on, a fair 
amount of timber was salved from an old P.O.W. com- 
pound nearby, but this place and the wood were at all 
times liable to sudden strafes with shrapnel and ‘‘ground 
shrapnel,’’? Trenches were scarce, and these were bad 
places to be caught in above ground. The trench and post 
construction were all done at night, which involved long 
marches and great fatigue—especially when the ground 
was soft with rain—even before work could be com- 
menced. B Company also built two bridges over the 
Ancre, near Bonnay, for a deviation road. 


On the night of the 16th April, the company relieved 
A Company in Buire, and took over the posts. These 
were gradually linked up into a continuous line known 
as Emu Support, and the wiring added to and improved. 
The company lived in the cellars in, Buire, in readiness 
to move to the posts at any time. Lewis gun sections 
were in position, day and night, in the principal posts. 
Buire was shelled chiefly at night, but was liable to 
sudden strafe at any time, principally with H.E., with a 
very sensitive fuse. On Ist May, the 40th Battalion took 
over the Buire posts, and the company moved to Ribe- 
mont. One platoon—acting as a nucleus garrison—oc- 
eupied subsidiary trenches near Ribemont. The remain- 
der were engaged on trenching and wiring in Tasmania 
and Ballarat Lines, and Buire Reserve. A deep dugout 
was commenced for Artillery in the chalk pits north of 
Buire, and a system of bridgehead posts built near 
Heilly. 

On 8th May, the company was attached to 9th Brigade 
for 48 hours operations, which consisted of linking up the 
old German front and support lines just captured, with 
our own front line. Work was carried on in conjunction 
with the 35th Battalion. King street and part of Collins 
street were dug in front of Morlancourt. Daylight re- 
connaissance was impossible, and great difficulty was 
experienced in reaching the work. Stunts by our artil- 
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lery and infantry were going on on both right and left. 
The Boche was in a retaliatory mood, and on one occasion 
succeeded in getting a shoot on to the working party 
moving in. Machine guns and snipers were also active 
at the time, and on one occasion, owing to guides failing 
to report till late, and then guiding the company wrongly, 
it was 2 a.m. before the work could be commenced. 
Ribemont itself, where the company was billetted, was 
not a particularly healthy place at any time, the Artil- 
lery just behind it, which was well camouflaged, drew a 
good deal of searching fire, and gas shelling constantly 
on of which those living in the village got the 
enefit. 


© and D Companies were standing to as divisional 
reserve, on the Ist and 2nd of April. C Company, on the 
night of April 2nd-3rd, commenced digging trenches aad 
wiring, and for the whole of the rest of the month con- 
tinued on that work. In all, they dug a total of nearly 
ten thousand yards of trench, including C.T’s. and defen- 
sive lines between Sailly-leSee and Marrett Wood. 


It will be realised what this work meant when it is 
remembered that the approach marches every night were 
from 3 to 5 miles, and the same distance back to billets 
to Heilly in the morning. The nights were often pitch 
dark and raining, and the tracks slippery, and hard to 
follow. Return to billets did not always mean rest, for, 
as the month passed, the Hun brought his guns closer, 
and shelled Heilly, often with gas. In order to get better 
rest, C Company moved out of the village, and dug in 
in the bank of a sunken road, on the hill to the north 
overlooking the valley, company headquarters remain- 
ing in the village. A commencement was made on some 
deep dugouts near Mericourt at the end of April, but the 
work had only been carried on a few days when the 
Company was attached to the 9th Infantry Brigade for an 
operation, which was to be carried out on the night of 
the 7th-8th May. The objective was the capture of a por- 
tion of the enemy’s trench system, which would result 
in an improvement of our lines to the 8.W. of Morlan- 
court. The company were to dig and improve the posts 
on the objective while the Infantry remained out as a 
sereen, and the whole had to be finished before daylight. 
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During the operation three prisoners and machine guns 
were captured by the company. 


On the following night the work was consolidated, 
posts were linked up, and the captured trenches widened 
and deepened. These operations were carried out just 
south of Bray-Corbie road, which was cut through to 
link up the new front line posts. The company suffered 
a good many casualties in the work, the shelling and 
machine gun retaliation being very severe. 


D Company commenced trench digging in the forward 
area on the night of 2nd-3rd April. For several nights 
two platoons were attached to C Company to dig a C.T. 
near Sailly-leSec, while the remainder were on a o.2. 
near the Bray-Corbie road, further north. This work 
was continued until 13th April. The nights were moon- 
less and the digging very hard, being mainly in chalk 
The march to and from billets, which is looked upon as 
one of the privileges of Pioneers, was weary toil—but 
it was worth it, and it was only the good billetting and 
conditions which made it possible to carry out the heavy 
work for such long continuous stretches. 


On 14th April, the company commenced digging a 
series of six platoon posts astride the Bray-Corbie road 
at ‘‘The Eleven Trees.’’ The digging was good, and the 
job was not shelled. Machine gun fire, however, was 
bad, and several casualties were suffered from this, and 
from shelling on the approach routes. Several C.T g. 
were dug, connecting up with an old system of French 
trenches to the left of the Bray-Corbie road. 


On 30th April, the company commenced the construc- 
tion of some dugouts for machine gun positions, but the 
men were withdrawn from this on 3rd May to carry out 
work in connection with the 9th Infantry Brigade. 


The company was given the job of constructing seven 
posts as far forward in No Man’s Land as possible; one 
to the left of the Bray-Corbie road, and six to the right 
extending down to the vicinity of the cemetery at Sailly- 
le‘Sec. A wiring party went out first on the night of 
4th May under cover of a patrol. Their work was to be 
completed by 11 p.m., when the remainder were to com- 
mence digging. General Rosenthal personally superin- 
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tended the work of locating the posts. Boche patrols 
were active, and several encounters took place. The 
location of the posts was so far forward that the enemy 
were using stick grenades on the men digging in, and a 
very lively night was experienced. 

On the following night, the 5th-6th, the ‘‘stunt’’ for which 
this preparation was made, was carried out. The object- 
ive was the Boche support line on a front of 900 yards. 
D Company was to dig in on the enemy side of his sup- 
port line, while the Infantry still remained out as a 
screen. Zero hour was 11.45 p.m., and it was estimated 
that the objective would be taken by 12.15 a.m. At mid- 
night the company moved forward from the assembly 
position, which was in the gully to the left of the road. 
The Boche was retaliating hotly as each platoon moved 
up independently to its position and started work. One 
platoon (Lieut. V. G. Barnden) found the Boche still 
occupying its position, but soon cleared them out. Very 
soon the artillery quietened, the machine guns. were 
silenced, and except for the sounds to right and left tell- 
ing that the ‘‘moppers up’’ were at work, all was quiet. 
Later on, the enemy started shelling, but his range was 
too long, and the company moved back to Heilly, an 
escort 2 a detached to take charge of 80 prisoners along 
the road. 


The following night the company went out again to 
complete and link up the posts already dug. It was a 
miserable night, pitch dark, with heavy rain; machine 

and snipers were active, and some serious casual- 
ties resulted. The job was done, but was ‘‘heavy going,”’ 
and in the mud and rain the homeward track seemed 
longer than ever. However it was the last night spent 
out before relief. The following day was a ‘‘rest day,”’ 
after which the company went on road making in the 
Ancre valley. 


B.H.Q. remained at Heilly throughout, but the transport 
section moved to Franvillers on 7th April. Major H. 
Grant, of the 2nd Pioneers, took command of the bat- 
talion on 2nd April, being promoted to temporary Lieut. 
Colonel at that date. Baths were fitted up, which added 
greatly to comfort, and the workshops party commenced 
work in an old mill near to Heilly Bridge, where much 
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valuable work was done in sawing and preparing timber 
for the deep dugouts, ete. 

The battalion’s stay at Heilly saw the end of the 
Boche offensive on that sector. Open warfare gradually 
changed to trench warfare, and the country—which at 
first had been almost unscarred—became a maze of 
trenches and wire, which, in the chalk formation, soon 
altered the appearance of the hills. After Flanders, the 
change to chalk country was a pleasure. The Spring was 
soon well advanced, and flowers appearing, it was voted 
a “‘much better war’’ than formerly. Heilly itself was a 
village of more than ordinary interest, and there were 
many fine gardens ‘‘now open to the public’”’ for an even- 
ing walk when time permitted. During the first few days 
of April some high velocity shells were all that troubled 
the place. On the 9th, however, about 6.30 a.m., a bom- 
bardment of 5.9’s commenced, and continued off and on 
all day. After this, the place was always liable to receive 
salvos of 4.2’s, especially in the evening, when the troops 
would be likely to be in the streets. On three oceasions, 
the village was gas shelled, but mainly with blue cross 
gas. The bombardment on the night of 24th April was 
severe, and a number of casualties were sustained. In 
fact the place was just becoming lively when the whole 
division was relieved, and the 2nd Pioneers took over 
from the battalion. 
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On the 10th May, the battalion was relieved by the 2nd 
Pioneers, and proceeded to Bussy les Daours, where 
three companies with B.H.Q. were billetted. The ‘‘billets”’ 
of the companies were a bank on the east side of the 
village of Bussy, except one company, which was billet- 
ted in houses and cellars at the old mill in Daours. A 
few days later this company (B) moved into better billets 
in the village of Daours itself. The work allotted to the 
unit was the digging of various trench systems in the 
zone of the Hallue defences, Somme sector. Much digging 
and wiring was carried out. The unit was also allotted 
a sector to defend should the Division be called to act in 
defence of this portion of the sector. Training of 
specialists was also carried out during the period the 
unit was in support. The area was a good one for a 
fortnight’s rest—the billets being reasonably comfort- 
able, and not being subjected to much direct enemy shell- 
ing, except on the last day at Daours. On the 14th May, 
the workshops of the unit moved to the mill at Daours, 
establishing a sawmill and employing much machinery, 
salved from the ruined villages in forward areas. 

All this work continued until the 10th May, the men 
benefiting from the change after the considerable amount 
of night work carried out in the Heilly and Ribemont 
area. 

On the 19th May orders were received for a change 
over with the 4th Pioneers then working in the sector 
south of the Somme, including Villers Brettoneux. 
On the 20th the relief took place with the companies 
placed as follows:—A Coy. to be billetted in Villers 
Brettoneux, and to take over the construction of various 
tunnelled dugouts; D Coy. to furnish a garrison for the 
keeps in Villers Brettoneux and to carry out continuous 
work on the improvement of their defences; the other 
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two companies billetted in the high bank at Blangy Tron- 
ville, standing by and awaiting orders for work. B.H.Q. 
was in the bank at Blangy also. 

On the 22nd, B Company was allotted work on the 
widening and deepening of the ©.T. on the southern 
boundary of the sector, and C company was employed on 
general trade work for division, including also the patrol 
of some corduroy roads and the construction of two 
artillery dugouts. 

The history of this period is one of constant changes 
in the work, and there is a certain amount of difficulty 
in arranging them in any sequence. The sector, up to the 
point where the Bois le Abbe extended north over the 
main road, was a fairly quiet one, but forward of this 
point there was a fair amount of shelling with heavy 
stuff, and at night a considerable amount of gas in the 
wood and its outskirts. 

The situation at this time was one of constant readi- 
ness, as it was believed generally that a possibility of 
further enemy attacks existed, with the object of gaining 
the most important high ground commanding the whole 
of the flat country and approach roads in the back 
areas. The division was the extreme right unit of the 
British line, and was in liaison with the French at the 
point where B Company was working on the communica- 
tion trench. 

On the night of the 25th-26th May, a very severe 
mustard gas shelling took place in the vicinity of the 
Abbe Wood. At this time there were camped in the 
gassed area:—A Company in the railway cutting just 
outside the village; one platoon of B Company in the 
high railway bank; and D Company, relieved from the 
keeps on night of 23rd-24th by the 42nd battalion, in the 
deep railway cutting in the spur of the wood. The gas 
attack, in its intensity, reminded one of the shelling on 
the night of the approach march at Messines. The shoot 
lasted from dark to daylight, with a short interval at mid- 
night; a very large area was affected. Unfortunately the 
casualties to the unit were heavy, as owing to the concen- 
tration many men were more or less in direct contact 
with the bursts, and eyes and skin suffered accordingly. 
In spite of the difficulties, there is no doubt that many 
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of the casualties occurred through the habit, against 
orders, of removing the eyepieces of the masks in the low 
concentrations, so often unsuspected as dangerous, but 
on that very account, after long exposure, probably more 
productive of casualties than the denser clouds. The 
casualties amounted to 127 for the night, mainly eye 
cases and burns. 


From this point onwards the work of the companies 
will be dealt with separately covering the whole of the 
period. 


A Company, in taking over work on dugouts, also 
found a garrison for one of the outlying strong points 
of keeps in the system of defence of Villers Brettoneux. 
These parties lived in the village, while the balance of 
the company was camped in the railway cutting just 
outside. On the night of the gas shelling, the company 
suffered 71 casualties, being well in the zone of the 
attack. The railway cutting formed a pocket, and 
rapidly filled with gas, and the company was moved to 
higher ground in the vicinity of the Chachay line. Before 
this night one platoon had moved from the keep and was 
billetted in the high bank of the railway further west. 
This platoon also suffered from the effects of the mus- 
tard gas. Throughout that night, in spite of moving, there 
was great difficulty in finding an area which was clear, 
and the casualties continued to occur from the long ex- 
posure in low concentrations. After this experience the 
company moved back to a spot some thousands of yards 
further west, but finally to the main camp at Blangy, 
owing to the fact that French batteries were moving into 
the new site. From this location the company worked 
on dugouts in forward areas, the shifts walking up to the 
work daily and nightly, and finding the walk balanced 
by the advantage of good quiet billets. 


Once forward and through the wood the way usually 
lay by a gully grown over with scattered trees and shrubs, 
and the parties by night and day always hurried here, for 
after passing ‘‘Tout de Suite’’ corner, shells were liable 
to come at any moment. Shells in salvos too, (four or 
five) 4.2’s or 5.9’s usually, dropping all in a heap, and 
giving no time to seek cover. 

G 
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The work consisted of the building of several machine 
gun dugouts and R.A.P’s. in the forward area. The 
M.G. dugouts consisted of chambers with about 25 feet 
of head cover and one shaft and one incline entrances, the 
opening of the shafts being positions from whence the 
guns could be operated, and which covered good fields 
of fire. In these chambers the gun crews had some chance 
of safety in a heavy bombardment, emerging and mount- 
ing their guns when the range lifted, heralded the 
approach of attacking infantry. 

These jobs, of which there were many in the defensive 
schemes for the sector, were rapidly and well completed, 
and on the 27th June, several on which progress had 
been made, were handed over to the relieving unit. 

Much careful work was done on the camouflaging of 
the spoil from these works, and aeroplane photographs 
showed little if any trace of their existence, even to those 
who knew their exact location. 

The company during the period worked on M.G. posi- 
tions and R.A.P’s., completing several M.G. posts and 
two R.A.P’s. 

On the 22nd May, after standing by in the bank at 
Blangy, B company were detailed to commence work on 
the old French communication trench on the right of the 
sector, deepening and widening it. Before doing this 
they were to make accommodation for two companies in 
the high railway bank west of Villers Brettoneux. On 
the night of the 24th the work on the trench commenced, 
but on the following night the work was stopped owing 
to the heavy gas shoot, making this area impossible to 
work in. Fairly heavy gas casualties occurred to a pla- 
toon which was living forward for the night. 


On the night of the 26th, the company was detailed to 
act as © Company of the 42nd Battalion, to stand by in 
ease of a counter attack on the enemy being necessary, 
the strength of this battalion having been much depleted 
by gas casualties the night before. The company spent 
two rather uncomfortable nights in the trenches of the 
Cachy line, which they deepened and widened, and on the 
night of the 28th took over the keeps in Villers Bret- 
tonneux, relieving the 42nd Battalion. The keeps were 
simply cross roads in the village, with the houses strongly 
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fortified, and the area in front of them so wired as to 
drive attacking troops into definite lanes, covered by 
fire from Lewis guns in commanding positions. The duty 
was an important one, as in the event of an attack taking 
place with any success to the enemy it was probable that 
he would attempt to outflank the village and work 
through it later to ‘‘mop up.’’ It was therefore inten- 
ded that the garrisons of these keeps should hold out at 
all costs until a counter attack could be organised to re- 
eapture the positions lost. Cellars were strengthened, 


and it was intended that the parties would remain below 


ground during the preliminary shelling of the town, 
emerging when the range lifted, and the attacking troops 
appeared. During the time the unit was in the keeps 
much work was done, and the time was an anxious and 
responsible one. 

There was much shelling of the village at night. both 
by gas and H.E., and a certain number of casualties 
occurred. 

The unit remained in garrison for about 9 days, when 
it was relieved by the 40th Battalion, and on the last two 
nights had a particularly trying time owing to the use 
by the enemy, of a large number of incendiary shells. 
The shelling set fire to the corner block of houses which 
was part of B keep, and throughout most of the night 
parties were engaged in fighting the fire, and attempting 
to save as much as possible. In spite of all endeavours, 
some of the stores and ammunition were lost, but the 
majority was removed to safer places. As extinguishing 
fires meant in some cases climbing to the attics of half 
demolished and burning houses, also full of gas, the 
night was not one to be looked back on with much plea- 
sure. On two occasions the garrison received warning 
that there was a possibility of an attack on the morrow, 
and more than once stood to during particularly concen- 
trated shelling during the hour before dawn—the hour 
generally chosen for the preliminary bombardment for 
an attack. However no attack or attempted attack oc- 
curred, and the relief when it came was uneventful. On 
relief the company moved back to the Bois l’Abbe, where 
improvised billets were made. From here work was car- 
ried out in further improving the southern defence of the 
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sector, and digging and wiring. Two dugouts to accom- 
modate a platoon each were commenced in the support 
line on the north of the town. The company was also 
detailed to take part in a night operation for recapturing 
the post established by the enemy behind an old hangar 
in No Man’s Land, but the scheme for the ‘‘stunt’’ was 
altered and finally it was carried out under different con- 
ditions, and by a small party of infantry only. 

A small party was also engaged in felling trees and 
preparing pit props in the Bois l’Abbe. At a later date 
much more shelling of Villers Brettoneux with incen- 
diary shells occurred, and the company fully sympathised 
with its later occupants, as from the trench digging jobs 
on which they were engaged, they watched the keeps 
burning. 

C Company was allotted to the general trade work of 
the divisional area, and also the task of patrolling the 
corduroy tracks about Glisy, with two tunnelled dugouts 
for the Artillery. During the last week in May, the com- 
pany also supplied a party to wire the French C.T. on 
the south of the sector. The walk to work from the billets 
at Blangy was a long one, and in addition to shelling 
met in the forward areas, which was steadily increasing 
as retaliation for the heavy counter concentration shoots 
being put down by the Allied guns, the billets were fre- 
quently shelled by a long range H.V. gun. 

During the day the portion of the company on general 
trade work carried out a varied number of jobs—Nissen 
huts were erected, fitting up of deep dugouts was done, 
pipe lines laid and many repairs carried out in the way 
of general carpentry work. 


Throughout the period, this company continued the 
above work, and the excavation of the deep dugouts, 
much useful work being done. 

The workshops had moved to the vicinity of Blangy 
Tronville, and in conjunction with the sawmills, did a 
great deal of work for the division and brigades. 

D Company, on the commencement of the period in this 
sector, went straight into the keeps at Villers Bret- 
toneux, remaining there until the night of the 23rd-24th, 
when they were relieved by the 42nd battalion. 
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Although the village was at that time quieter than it 
became later, the experience of the company was similar 
to that of B Company which was there for a longer period, 
and whose experiences are more fully dealt with above. 
On relief from the keeps, the company went into 
billets in the deep railway cutting in the wood, and 
were detailed to commence work on deepening trenches in 
the Cachy system and French C.T. This company also 
suffered in the heavy gas on the night of the 26th, in 
many eases shells bursting practically in the shelters 
with the men. That night will always be remembered by 
those who were there, the concentration being so intense 
that there appeared to be one continuous whistle—the 
never to be forgotten whistle—of gas shells, while 
throughout that night and for days after, the sickly smell 
of mustard was never absent. 

From this day till June 5th, the company was em- 
ployed on miscellaneous trench and wiring jobs, in the 
Sg sector, and also on the construction of a tunnelled 

They moved back to the bank at Blangy Tronville on 
the 27th May, and worked from this location until June 
5th, when they were put on to the work of overhauling 
and guarding the demolition charges of the twelve bridges 
in the divisional area. Four road mines were also taken 
in hand. This job was a responsible one, as in the event 
of a push through by the enemy, the parties which were 
living on their jobs, would be obliged to remain until all 
units had crossed the bridges, and then demolish the 
bridges or blow the road mines, extricating themselves 
in the best way possible. However, on the 28th June the 
relief by the 2nd Pioneers took place, and the necessity 
for these operations never arose. During the earlier part 
of the period the company had uncomfortable experiences 
with heavy enemy shelling on the works on which they 
were engaged, and the approach routes to them, suffering 
some casualties. 

While in the sector most of the companies were for 
some of the time camped in the high bank near Blangy. 
The bank overlooked the Somme swamps, which included 
several fine lagoons, most suitable for swimming. Much 
of the men’s spare time was taken up in bathing in these 
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pools, and there is no doubt that the change in exercise 
and amusement improved the general health of the 
unit. On June 6th, sports were held, which included 
swimming events, and the day, the second anniversary 
of sailing from Australia, was much enjoyed. 


The time in this sector cannot be classed as one of the 
most interesting periods, as the work, except for the 
work on the dugouts, was scattered and rather unsatis- 
factory from the point of view of organisation. Still con- 
ditions of work were good, and the casualties, apart from 
gas, were at no time severe. 


On the 19th June, Lieut. Col. Grant relinquished com. 
mand of the battalion, and Major Phillips, acted in com- 
mand, until a new C.O. could be appointed. 


Throughout the month there was a great scarcity 
of timber, and during the first half of June this consider- 
ably delayed the work. To overcome the difficulty, it was 
found necessary for the battalion to undertake the supply 
of its own material. After some-trouble a circular saw 
was obtained, and erected in the workshops of the unit. 
Steam power was also salved, and used to advantage, in 
driving other machinery, in addition to the saw. Fallen 
timber lying about the area was collected, and floated down 
the river to the shop which was then located on the Somme, 
near Blangy. 

Under these conditions the unit cut its own lagging, 
and was also able to supply much material to other units 
of the division, for dugouts and bridges. 


The weather was good, but at this time there occurred 
a severe epidemic throughout the unit of a mild form of 
influenza, sufficiently serious, however, to cause a large 
number of evacuations to hospital. 


The relief of the unit in this sector took place on the 
28th June, and the 2nd Pioneers moved in, and the bat- 
talion went across the river to billets near the old loca- 
tion at Bussy les Daours. 

It is interesting to note that on that date the unit had 
been continually employed without a rest of any kind, for 
eighty-four days. 
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On 28th June the battalion moved to the new quarters, 
and awaited orders with regard to work or training. On 
30th June, orders were received that the unit was to 
assist in the preparations for a coming attack on the 
enemy, by digging portion of a trench for the burying of 
a cable to the front line. On the night of the 29th-30th, 
the whole battalion moved out and commenced the task 
under reasonably quiet conditions. On this night, the 
trench was dug for a length of 750 yards, being com- 
pleted and camouflaged. 


On the 2nd July, Major W. H. Sanday, M.C., marched 
in from the 4th Pioneers to command the battalion, being 
promoted to Lieut. Colonel, on taking over. The unit 
carried out training and recreation throughout the 
period in reserve, and the men continued to enjoy the 
opportunities for swimming which existed in the swampy 
lagoons on the canal. On the morning of the 4th July, 
a brilliant minor operation took place, by which a com- 
posite division captured the village of Hamel, and the 
high ground east of it. Though only a small operation 
in itself it had far reaching effects, and was a definite 
prelude to the more important operations which took 
place later on. 


On 12th July, the battalion relieved the 4th Pioneers 
in the forward sector, extending from the vicinity of 
Sailly-le-Sec, on the north to near Vaire Wood on the 
South, which area included the newly captured country 
east of Hamel. 
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At first the companies were allotted as follows:—A on 
trench work, forward; B, on the general work of road 
maintenance, etc.; C Coy., on a C.T., in front of Sailly-le- 
Sec; D Coy., on wiring and digging in the support 
zone. 

On the night of the 13th, C Company commenced work 
on the C.T., but orders were received for the unit to 
supply a company as a front line infantry company, the 
relief to be carried out on the 14th. On this account, the 
work on the trench was handed over to B Company, who 
carried on with the work_on the night of the 14th. The 
other two companies were still engaged on the work of 
digging and wiring in the support area of the front. 


The sector of line held by the infantry company was 
that immediately east of Hamel, on high chalky ground, 
and included several old deep dugouts, originally started 
by the French in the Amiens outer defences, and after- 
wards improved by the enemy during his occupation. 
The presence of these dugouts, which gave complete 
protection against shell fire, and were in close proximity 
to the posts, enabled portion of the garrison, by day, to 
remain in comparative comfort under cover and to rest. 


The position, from a defensive point of view, was an 
ideal one, and in addition to the good frontal command 
across a wide valley, afforded most excellent opportuni- 
ties of observation to Sailly Laurette on the north, and 
Aceroche wood and Warfusee on the south. This was 
well realised by the enemy, and any movement in the 
vicinity of possible O.P.’s brought swift warning in the 
way of ‘‘whiz bangs.’’ The area between the posts and 
the close supports and back to the main support line and 
Hamel, was much shelled at night by shells of all calibres, 
making the task of carrying parties and ration parties 
an unenviable one. 


The first work was obviously the improvement of the 
existing defences, which at that time were primitive, and 
then the improvement of the sector as far as approaches 
were concerned. The posts in the front line were not 
connected up, were shallow and unwired, and the com- 
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pany, therefore, at once proceeded to work at night 
deepening and connecting them. The sector, as before 
stated, was much shelled, but by careful observation of 
the methods employed by the Hun, casualties were 
avoided, and much work was done, in spite of the sudden 
bursts of heavy fire which occurred at intervals, more 
or less to time table, throughout the night. 


Meantime B Company continued the work of the C.T. 
in the sector north of the Somme. This was rather an 
urgent and important task, for here the enemy held the 
advantage as far as observation was concerned and the mat- 
ter of getting rations and ammunition up to the posts was 
difficult both by day and night. This sector also was most 
heavily shelled in bursts at night, and the trench would 
furnish a most necessary relief for the carrying parties. 
In spite of ‘‘strafe,’? the work was got through without 
casualties, the same conditions of regular shoots to a 
time table holding good, enabling working parties to be 
got on to the job and to dig in in the intervals. The 
village of Sailly-le-See was also the object of much 
attention, and in all ways a place one hurried through, 
and left with a feeling of relief. No place is worse than 
a village, during shelling, especially at night. 


Meantime the other two companies continued their 
jobs, getting through a large amount of work in the 
general strengthening of the sector, ineluding the corps 
line running behind Hamel. In most cases the work was 
under fairly quiet conditions, but occasionally, and es- 
pecially when in the support area near Vaire Wood, 
heavy shoots were put up the roads and on the line. 


In billets, however, at Corbie, D Company suffered 
casualties from enemy attention, and were obliged to 
select a quieter site in cellars. At this time Corbie was 
shelled at intervals by long range guns, but was not being 
troubled as much as a few weeks earlier. On the 20th, 
two companies were ordered to the line, one in the line, 
and one in support. and C Company. on their relief that 
night by B Company, moved back into a scarp, near 
Hamel, to act as support company. The work and ex- 
periences of B Company in the line were similar to those 
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of the other company, and the time passed quickly, and 
mainly without event. The work on the posts continued, 
and communication was dug back to the close support 
line, wire being erected in front of the line. The shelling 
still continued heavy, but except for the night of relief 
some days later, no casualties occurred. By day much 
observation of enemy movement was carried out, and 
liaison was kept with the artillery, who shelled the se- 
lected targets, causing at times observed casualties. By 
night patrols operated on the front, and were able to 
discover a certain amount of new work in process of con- 
struction. ‘ 


While in support, C Company dug a communication 
trench from back near Hamel up to the line, giving cover 
to the parties with rations and other gear, and by day 
permitted of much more movement in approaching the 
sector, which was under observation from Accroche 
Wood. The support area was really the worst part of 
the sector, and the old French C.T’s. and ‘‘5-9 Corner’’ 
will not be forgotten by those whose duties took them 
past and through them. On the night of the 29th-30th 
A Company relieved in the front line, C going back to 
rest for a day, and then carry out technical work, while 
B Company went into the supports. The line company 
continued on the miscellaneous trench improvement and 
also the bunking of the dugouts. while the support com- 
pany dug and improved trenches in that area. 


On the 2nd, orders were received for the relief of the 
companies in the line by the 44th Battalion. A Company 
was to move into the support line and remain there for the 
time being. The period in the line had been an interest- 
ing and instructional one, and the unit was the first 
Pioneer Batalion of the A..F. to be employed definitely 
in the front line as a garrison. By this means, also, a 
battalion of Infantry was enabled to rest and train, which 
would have otherwise been impossible, in view of the 
reduced strengths of all units. Much work was done in 
the way of improving the sector, both as to strength and 
comfort, and in spite of the sector being decidedly 
‘*sticky,’’ only very low casualties occurred. 
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The battalion then went on to roads and light jobs— 
such as assisting in the construction of a brigade head- 
quarters—for a few days. 

The transport section, throughout the period on the 
Somme, continued to do most excellent work, and could 
at all times be relied upon to get material or rations for- 
ward to wherever they were required, under all condi- 
tions of fire and weather—and the drivers’ lot is by no 
means enviable when the roads are shelled and gassed, 
and when in addition to himself, he has mules and horses 
to care for and to get through safely. 
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Cuapter XIV. 
2ND BATTLE OF AMIENS AND BRAY PERIOD. 


At this time, during the period that the Australian 
Corps had held the sector astride the Somme, and south 
to Villers Bretoneux, the policy of the offensive defensive 
had been actively followed, and in conjunction with the 
successful minor offensive of July 4th, by which the vil- 
lage of Hamel and the high ground east of it fell into 
Australian hands, a considerable superiority over the 
enemy had been gained. The positions then held by the 
British and French, in addition to the state of the enemy 
defences, and the morale of their divisions in the sector 
in front of this portion of the battle line, caused the 
higher command seriously to consider the possibilities of 
a large offensive on a considerable front. After a con- 
sultation between Marshal Foch and Sir Douglas Haig, 
in middle of July, it was definitely decided to carry it 
through, and arrangements were at once put in hand. 


The essence of the whole plan was secrecy, and there- 
fore, at the first conference, only the most senior officers of 
the Corps to be engaged were present. The date was 
fixed for the 10th August, which was afterwards altered 
to the 8th. The front decided on for the main attack was 
from the Somme, north of Hamel, to south of Hangard, 
at Moreval, while the corps north of the Somme, was 
given certain definite objectives, for the purpose of form- 
ing a defensive flank to the operation. The total length 
of the front involved was 25,000 yards, from Morlan- 
court to Moreval, held as follows. From north to south, 
III Corps, 5,000 yards; Australian Corps, 7,500 yards; 
Canadian Corps, 7,500 yards; French Corps, 5,000 yards. 
The position with regard to preparations, especially that 
of the Canadian Corps, was an extremely difficult one, if 
the attack was to be the surprise which was so necessary 
to its suecess. The ground was eminently suitable for 
the employment of cavalry and tanks, being open and un- 
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dulating, and except for a narrow belt at its western 
end, was very free from crater country and wire. There- 
fore, in addition to the large number of troops to be con- 
centrated, many hundreds of tanks had also to be 
brought up to the forward areas before the attack. 

Preparations were at once made to stimulate prepara- 
tions for an attack in the northern area, and also to 
camouflage the movements of the Canadian Corps. That 
corps had been out resting for nearly three months, and 
it was certain that wherever it appeared the enemy would 
expect an attack. For this reason a wireless section, 
C.C.S’s. and an Infantry battalion were sent North, and 
these parties actually believed themselves to be the uad- 
vance parties of the corps. The infantry battalion went 
into the line, and lost a prisoner to the Boche—the best 
thing that could have happened. Meanwhile the 4th 
Division of the Australian Corps relieved the French near 
Hangard, and also lost some prisoners, who told the 
enemy that they had taken over a longer front, and that 
no attack was contemplated. It is certain that from this in- 
formation he had gained, the enemy sat back on his 
sector, believing it to be still on the defensive. 

At this time also, the XXII. Corps, which had been in 
reserve behind Amiens, was withdrawn to support the 
French in the campaign, and gave the opportunity de- 
sired to move the Canadians to this sector. The adminis- 
trative departments, however, must know that this was 
to take place, so the story was spread about as a great 
secret, that the Canadian Corps was to move down to sup- 
port this portion of the front in case the Boche should at- 
tack, and for this purpose was accompanied by a large 
number of tanks, aeroplanes and guns. All the move- 
ments were to be under cover of darkness, and no move- 
ment other than normal was to be allowed by day. So, 
without arousing undue suspicion, and bv very excellent 
staff work, the whole corps was moved into the support 
area of the attack front. This move did not take place 
until the last moment possible. 

Meanwhile, up to the end of July, and during the first 
week of August, only very few trusted »fficers had any 
idea of the impending attack. As far as the Australian 
Corps was concerned, all movements of guns and ammu-- 


nla.obj-2934354879 
National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


Page 123 


110 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


nition were done by night, and, throughout, the greatest 
secrecy was observed. On the 5th August, the enemy 
attacked the Division of the III Corps north of the 
Somme, in considerable strength, and captured 150 
prisoners, yet in no case did he obtain any information 
which led him to believe that the attack was proposed. 
It was not until about 36 hours before the attack that 
senior officers of the Pioneer Battalion had any definite 
information of the operation and their part of it, al- 
though, as technical troops, their preliminary works had 
led them to anticipate something of the sort. 

On 3rd August, the first definite information with re- 
gard to the order of battle and the whole scheme, was 
laid before the more junior commanders, such as the In- 
fantry Brigadiers and Artillery, Engineer, and Pioneer 
Commanders. Here, at this conference, the full scheme 
of the battle which was to free Amiens and to commence 
the debacle of the Hun armies, was disclosed, and all the 
minor details were at once put in hand. 

From that date onwards, there is no doubt that the 
preparations which were taking place at night, pointed 
to one of two things—either an early offensive or camou- 
flage preparations for an attack in another sector. Few 
however imagined that the attack, if here, would take 
place as early as it did. The whole of the battalion was 
withdrawn from the divisional work, on which it had 
been engaged during July, including the garrisoning of 
the line at Hamel, and, with a rest as an excuse, com- 
menced work on the preparation of the roads of the divi- 
sional areas as far forward as the front line. The road 
running through Vaire and Hamel was worked on by 
small parties through the day, but at no time was con- 
centrated work, such as might lead the enemy to suspect 
anything, carried out. The division, having been relieved 
from north of the Somme by the III Corps, the roads 
running through Sailly-le-Sec, ete., passed out of the Aus 
tralian control. 

For the purpose of the operations, the whole of the 
Pioneer Battalions came under the Corps, with two Field 
Companies of the 3rd Division (9th and 10th) attached, 
and also the 13th Field Company of the 4th Division, as a 
reserve if required. Lieut. Col. Sanday, M.C., was ap- 
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pointed the responsible officer to Corps Headquarters for 
the roads in the divisional area of attack. 

The task was an important one. The disposition on 
this immediate front was—the 3rd Division in the front 
line, with the 4th Division in close support and ready to 
go forward through the 3rd as soon as the green line was 
taken and definitely held. The green line was about the 
limit of the range of a protective barrage, and it was 
therefore of great importance that the whole of the guns 
should be got forward at as early an hour as possible, 
to cover the further advance, which was to be made with- 
out barrage, and with tanks only as support. With a 
first objective of 6,000 yards, and a second of 7,000, it 
was certain that once things began to move, there would 
be an enormous amount of traffic to go forward, and the 
roads would need early repair, and much maintenance 
later to cope with it. In the 3rd Division sector there 
was only one main metalled road forward of the present 
front line, and a portion of this was in a bad state of re- 
pair. The green line was sited not far forward of the 
Cerisy—W arfusee-Abancourt Valley, where were many of 
the enemy gun positions, and a lateral road (not metalled) 
connected Gailly to La Motte. Into this valley streams of 
guns and transport would pass as soon as the first objec- 
tive was taken. The condition of this lateral communi- 
cation, the only one behind the line, was likely to be bad, 
owing to the heavy concentration of our fire, to be put 
down on the enemy guns at zero. 


For the purpose of repair and maintenance of roads, 
the companies of the battalion were allotted as follows :— 
C Company was to maintain the road through Hamel up 
to the front line, and keep it open after zero; A Company 
would go forward at zero, leap frogging C Company, to 
repair the main metal road through Cerisy. B Com- 
pany supplied one platoon to go forward and arrive at 
the lateral track as soon as the green line was taken, 
with the rest of the company standing by for emergency. 
D Company was in reserve to be placed as soon as re- 
connaissance showed what forward roads were most 
needed and required most attention. The road responsi- 
bility of the battalion to corps, went as far as a little past 
the green line, and on reaching this point they came 
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under Divisional control, either for further road work, 
or such work as the Division should consider necessary. 

Arrangements were made for a full supply of stone 
and transport, thirty-two tip drays being provided, and 
parked fully loaded at Vaire on the night before zero. 
Loading parties were detailed at Hamel to keep the 
forward parties supplied with stone, until such time as 
circumstances made it possible to make Gailly or Cerisy 
the filling point for brick or other road material. 

All arrangements for the work had, before zero, been so 
reviewed and revised, that long before that hour every- 
thing was ready, and all ranks awaited the hour with 
keenness and confidence. 

The morning of the 8th was fine, but shrouding the 
country there was a thick grey ground mist, which lasted 
far into the morning, and probably assisted many of the 
enemy to escape capture or death. At zero, with the usual 
roar of many guns, and the advance of that wonderful 
concentration of tanks, far greater than ever before, the 
parties from the battalion at once moved forward to their 
tasks. Except in the first short retaliatory shoot of the 
surprised enemy gunners, little shelling was met, a very 
different state of affairs to the usual circumstances of an 
offensive. Moving up to the line in the mist the noise was 
terrific, and everywhere were signs of an early move for- 
ward on the part of the gunners and transport. Fully 
horsed limbers stood behind the guns, and the teams were 
in some cases already hooking in and pulling out the 
lighter guns ready for a move on to support the infantry. 
Columns of limbers loaded with ammunition for guns or 
infantry stood for hundreds of yards along all the roads, 
and the supporting infantry for the further advance were 
moving and forming up near the old front line. The 
whole atmosphere that morning was one of success, and 
one felt that at last, after the months of uncertainty, 
the table were about to be turned, and that the day all 
had hoped for, that of the unlimited objective, had come. 
Soon after zero, lines of Hun prisoners, loking dazed and 
surprised, and casting not a few glances of awe at the 
mighty array of guns and munitions of war, were coming 
down the road past the working parties of the unit, now 
hard at it filling in shell holes and clearing the wreckage 
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of war from the road. By an hour after zero the main 
road was in a passable condition for transport, but the 
cross roads near Gailly, where the lateral track turned 
off, were found to be in a serious state. As the tanks 
fancied this point as a spot to turn round on, its condi- 
tion was not being improved, and parties were detailed 
to push its repair as quickly as possible. 


Meanwhile the maintenance and improvements of the 
work on the main road progressed steadily, and by about 
6 a.m. drays were being employed carting brick from 
Gailly to the cross roads. By about 7.30 a.m. the corps 
roads were in a passable state, and about this time the 
first of the field artillery appeared, and, turning into the 
cutting at the beginning of the lateral road, unlimbered 
and came into action. The only shells which at all in- 
terfered with work, and then only for a few minutes, and 
slightly, were some at these cross roads, fired over open 
sights by a game Boche gunner, soon put out of action 
by an Australian battery. By a little after 8 a.m. the 
whole of the main road was one dense column of guns 
and waggons, the majority of which were turning into 
the Cerisy-La Motte valley, now also filling with the sup- 
porting troops of the 4th Division. All the reserve tank 
battalions also moved into this great fold in the ground, 
which by this time presented a wonderful sight. 


As the first experience of open warfare, the sight re- 
minded one more of a greatly magnified field day in pre-war 
days, than of a great attack in deadly earnest. Here one 
saw every arm of the service concentrating, coming and 
going. Here wounded tanks returned to be inspected and 
temporarily patched up, gun teams waited till orders came 
from reconnaissance officers for their move to new posi- 
tions, engineers and tunnellers opened and inspected wells, 
advanced dressing stations sprang up, and further parties 
from the B Company worked hard on the repair of the 
earth made lateral track. It soon became a matter of main- 
taining many tracks in that valley, for the traffic was so 
great that waggons deviated the constructed road, making 
new tracks to themselves, and the more tracks that existed 
the quicker the access from point to point, and the less 
chance of blocks which might occur on a single road. Here 
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also accommodation was made for the company which had 
worked there through the day, to sleep for the night. 

Meantime the commanding officer, with the representa- 
tive of the reserve company, had gone forward to note the 
condition of other roads, and select work for that company. 
The attack had been most successful in every particular, 
and the red line (or second objective) had been taken 
about half an hour ahead of time, therefore by noon on that 
day, it was already necessary to much extend the scope of 
the work of the battalion, in anticipation of another and 
greater move forward by guns and transport. 

During this time, a party with the second in command 
of the unit had worked along the Somme river, examining 
and reporting on the condition of the bridges, and another 
party, under Lieut. A. R. E. Russell, had gone forward 
to select a site for a camp for the reserve company, and 
look for a suitable water supply. 

The result of the reconnaissance forward was to at once 
place D Company on the main road, and throughout the day 
they followed up the advance, clearing and repairing the 
road through Cerisy and on to Moreourt. At this time it 
was clear that the situation over the river was not as good 
as had first been hoped, and later information showed that 
owing to very heavy resistance being met, the units of the 
III Corps had not reached the red line, but were approxi- 
mately on the first objective, with Chipilly strongly held 
and in the hands of the enemy. However, the road parties 
pushed forward, meeting little trouble except isolated 
shoots on the road towards Morecourt. At dusk, work on 
the roads ceased, with arrangements for a start again first 
thing in the morning. 

With the unit—as in fact with all units—the day had 
been a marked success. The organisation of the work on 
the roads had been excellent, and left little, if anything, 
to be desired, while all work undertaken had been com- 
pleted, not only to time, but in all cases well ahead of 
schedule. The remarkable superiority of our artillery and 
infantry, ably supported by the tanks, had completely 
erushed the enemy artillery, and the shelling had been 
so light that no serious casualties occurred in the bat- 
talion. In fact it was the quietest day that the unit had 
experienced for some time, and it was hard to realise that 
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it was the biggest operation in which they had been en- 
gaged. 

There is no doubt that, had the weather been bad, the 
work of the battalion would have been multiplied enor- 
mously, and much of the success was due to the splendidly 
dry weather which existed throughout the whole period. 
Earth tracks, among shell holes in badly shaken ground, 
were practicable for heavy traffic, while, under wet 
weather conditions, even the hardest of work, except with 
much material, would have been useless on such roads. 
Looking back on the bad days of Ypres, one noted the 
remarkable improvement—hardly a fair or reasonable 
comparison as far as weather and ground were concerned 
—of the organisation of the unit for the work of an 
offensive. Doubtless much had been learnt since those 
days, and perhaps, after all, the big German offensive had 
been the best thing which could have happened, if it 
taught the value of the unlimited objective, and generally, 
a wider view of things than had previously existed. 

There were to be many hard days ahead of the battalion 
before the rest in back areas (of which there were always 
rumors), but the success of the day had put new heart into 
everyone, and the great desire was to push on, and keep 
pushing on, for at last, it seemed that the beginning of the 
end had come, and victory, if not actually in sight, was 
approaching. The Hun had been played at his own game, 
and had lost. One could appreciate the feeling of his High 
Command, and the feelings of the German people, who had 
for the last few months been fed with the long story of 
victories, already somewhat damped by the failure of that 
last great effort in the campaign. It was felt that the first 
of Foch’s great hammer blows had been struck, and every- 
one awaited with the utmost confidence the coming of the 
further blows, which all knew must follow on this first 
great success. 

From the 8th to the 11th, the work on all the roads, in- 
cluding various minor roads and tracks now in use, was 
continued at top pressure by all the companies, the weather 
during the period remaining clear and fine. On 11th 
August, battalion headquarters moved forward to the vil- 
lage of Morcourt, and the companies also established them- 
selves in the same vicinity. Most of the unit was accom- 
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modated in old huts evacuated by the enemy in his hasty 
retreat, and the quarters on the whole were fairly com- 
fortable. 


By this time the whole of the roads in the corps area were 
in good condition, including the lateral metal road from 
east of Cerisy to the main Amiens road, and orders were 
received from the chief engineer that the responsibility up 
to Cerisy would be undertaken by corps. Instructions also 
came to the unit for the reconstruction of the steel girder 
bridge over the Somme at Cerisy. After reconnaissance, it 
was decided that it was possible for the job to be completed 
in a week, and Major Phillips, M.C., was placed in charge. 
The work consisted in raising a steel girder bridge from 
the stream, and placing it on old abutments of another 
bridge, which had been demolished alongside it. For this 
purpose tackles and winches were required, all of which 
were salved from the old German dump at Le Flaque. For 
this purpose parties from all companies, under Lieuts. 
Johnson, Willis, Rowan and James, were detailed, and the 
work was most successfully completed up to contract time. 


Meantime, up to the 16th August, the balance of the bat- 
talion continued work on more forward roads, which, on 
account of the rapid retreat, were in good condition, and 
required little attention. On this date, the division was re- 
lieved by the 17th (British) Division, and the unit com- 
menced a period of uncertain length, of rest and train- 
ing. This completed the period of work in connection with 
the final stage of the Second Battle of Amiens and the work 
of the battalion to the south of the Somme. It was the first 
time, during the campaign, that Field Companies had been 
placed under the orders of the Pioneer Battalion Com- 
mander, and the good relations which existed between the 
two arms, and the excellence of the work carried out, 
points to the desirability of some form of amalgamation 
of the technical troops of the Division. 


On the 18th, the bridge was complete, and was inspected 
by the Divisional Commander, and rumors of a move at 
an early date became general. On the following day orders 
were received that the division was to relieve a composite 
an known as the Liaison force, operating north of the 

omme. 
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On the 20th, the unit moved into the Chippilly Valley, 
under orders to go into the line later as Infantry. At this 
time the line was on the high ground overlooking Bray, 
and an attack was projected north of this town, in which 
the division was to co-operate as a flank unit, pivoting on 
the river. During the afternoon the valley in which the unit 
was settled, was fairly heavily shelled by 21 e.m. Howitzers, 
and appeared to be in some ways rather an unsatisfactory 
spot. However the battalion was placed under the tactical 
control of the 9th Infantry Brigade, and after parties had 
gone forward to reconnoitre and take over, the unit moved 
forward to relieve the 35th Battalion in the line. The dis- 
position of the unit was:—Two Coys. (A and D) in the 
line, and two (B and C) in support, the support companies 
being located just forward of the much shelled village of 
Etinehem, which suffered much by night from gas and 
H.E. of all calibres. The two line companies were ap- 
proximately along the edge of the high bank immediately 
west of Bray, living in rough trenches, which, owing to the 
good weather at that time, were quite dry. By about mid- 
night the relief was complete, and the unit had settled down 
to await orders with regard to its part in the offensive 
operations expected shortly. 

On 21st August, orders were received, the role of the 
battalion being to slightly advance its line to conform 
with the greater move further north, and there to estab- 
lish a line of posts in liasion with the 35th Battalion on 
the left. This was the first time the unit had been used as 
Infantry in an offensive, and all were keen to at last 
have the opportunity of ‘‘getting even’’ for the many 
weary days of digging and working under fire, without 
the chance of retaliation. Meantime, on the night of the 
21st, the support companies carried up a certain amount 
of material for various units, in the front line, and pre- 
pared to move forward in close support to the post 
line companies. 

- At first the Headquarters of the unit was located on the 
road along the river between Chipilly and Etinehem, but 
later moved up to a position in Etinehem, in closer touch 
with the rest of the battalion. The village of Etinehem was 
much battered, and except for cellars, had few places suit- 
able for a Headquarters. Signal communications were also 
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difficult to maintain, owing to the number of times lines 
were cut by shells and splinters. 

At 4.45 a.m. the attack commenced, and as soon as it was 
definitely ascertained that the 35th Batalion had advanced 
and swung to the right to touch with the Crucifix on their 
right flank—which was about 6.45 a.m.—the left company 
(A.—Capt. C. A. N. Loftus) commenced moving down the 
steep bank to take up the new position and dig in. Dur- 
ing the interval, from the commencement of our drum- 
fire, the enemy had retaliated fairly heavily on all the 
forward posts and casualties were suffered. The advance 
down the hill and up to the new posts was under very 
heavy fire throughout, both from M.G’s. and shells, and 
the casualties were pretty severe. Lieut. McConnell was 
killed while leading his platoon across a fire swept open 
space, and the whole company dug hard to get under 
cover as soon as possible. A number of the enemy were 
accounted for during the advance, and a machine gun, 
which was causing casualties, was located, and engaged 
by trench mortars, with good results. 

During the day, after cover was got, little could be done 
but to hold on, but during the night the posts were deepened 
and strengthened, and rations and ammunition brought 
up. During the night the company sergeant major came 
on a small post of the enemy, which had not been mopped 
up, and captured them. 

Meanwhile the right company (D) also advanced its line 
down to the canal, and sent strong patrols across into the 
Peninsula. It had been arranged that, should the enemy 
shell Bray during the attack, it could be accepted as a 
proof that it was evacuated, and these patrols would at 
once enter it, reporting to the unit whether it would be 
possible to occupy the town. However the enemy had not 
evacuated, and the town was apparently strongly held. 
Throughout the day, and during the night, this company 
continued active patrolling on the Peninsula, and estab- 
lished posts on the canal. When the front line companies 
advanced their line, the support companies at once moved 
forward and occupied the posts which had been vacated. 
The enemy retaliation was very heavy in front of Etinehem, 
and across the interval between supports and front line, 
but the move was made without heavy casualties, 
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During the whole operation, the signallers were kept up 
to concert pitch, in repairing breaks and keeping communi- 
cations open, at times a difficult task. Throughout the 
morning of the 23rd, A Coy. continued holding the line, 
and later in the day was able to inflict casualties on the 
enemy, who were becoming disorganised to a certain ex- 
tent. D Coy. continued their patrolling operations on the 
Peninsula. During the advance on the morning of the 
22nd, all the stretcher bearers of the left company became 
casualties, due to the enemy deliberately sniping them 
while they were attending to the wounded. 


Throughout the morning of the 23rd, there was little 
activity on the part of the enemy near Bray, but the Ist 
Division across the Somme was engaged in active opera- 
tions in which a liaison section (Sergt. Hudson) from 
B. Coy. took part. When the line was advanced this 
section went forward, and after a lively little fight, cap- 
tured two machine guns and killed or captured*the crew. 


Meantime the right company continued the active pat. 
rolling of the La Neuville Peninsula, and shortly after 
midday, many of the enemy were observed to be escaping 
from the 1st Divisional front to the south by way of the 
Peninsula, which offered a ready access to Bray and the 
main enemy positions north of the canal. The companies 
holding the positions on the high ground also noticed the 
movement, and much good shooting was had, resulting in 
a large number of enemy killed and wounded being found 
at a later hour. 


At a little after 3 p.m. reconnaissance reports from the 
patrols showed B.H.Q. that it might be possible, by im- 
mediate action, during this apparent temporary disorgani- 
sation of the enemy, to capture the village of La Neuville, 
thereby placing the unit in an important position outflank- 
ing Bray. For this purpose, B Company was ordered 
to at once push two platoons over the canal, and take the 
village; a second platoon would at the same time improvise 
a bridge over the canal, and the third would be held in 


‘reserve. The company already in the front line would also 


cross on to the Peninsula and would conform to the advance 
of the support company, but south of it, keeping touch 
and mopping up any resistance to the south. This was at 
once put in hand. The only method of crossing was by 
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means of two small punts, each of which would hold about 
three men, and one was taken by each company. 

At a little before 5 p.m. the two companies commenced 
their slow crossing, and meanwhile a reconnaissance was 
carried out of the country to be negotiated on the way 
to the village. The attacking party crossed a long open 
space with a low crop. Investigation showed two small 
bridges at the east and west end of the village, which 
could probably be gained by reasonable covered 
approaches as far as the secondary canal over which they 
were built. The platoons were therefore separated and 
worked up over the bridges, and through the village, join- 
‘ing hands in the centre, and meeting little opposition 
except the fire from machine guns and snipers to the 
north. Further reconnaissance showed the village to be 
on an island, separated from Bray by a canal, bridged by 
three bridges, only one of which was demolished, This 
one was at the end of the main road through Bray and 
Neuville, and was unapproachable in daylight owing to 
entirely open flat country to the south, commanded by two 
machine guns in the main street of Bray. It was pro- 
posed to endeavour to gain this bridge and prevent its 
demolition during the night. 

Posts had been estabilshed north-east of Neuville, and 
therefore south east of Bray, but about 0.30 orders were 
received to evacuate these posts, and form a line south of 
the village in order to be out of the danger zone during a 
shelling of Bray, to take place during the night. This was 
done, and at 1 a.m. the 40th Battalion attacked and cap- 
tured Bray, the company conforming to the new line and 
digging posts again on the east side of the village. D 
Company had during the night advanced its line and 
kept touch with B Company throughout. During the 
above attack, D Company formed posts further to the 
south, where they were in touch with the Ist Division 
on the right. 

It is interesting to note that during the time the company 
was going through La Neuville, a sniper was definitely 
located at work in the Church at Bray, which was em- 
blazoned with a large red cross. 

There is no doubt that this advance considerably eased 
the situation in front of Bray, and contributed more than 
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a little to its capture on the morning of the 24th, as it pro- 
vided some very excellent positions for the guns of the 
Machine Gun Battalion, from which they were able to 
barrage the rear lines of the enemy. The enemy did not 
make any resistance in the village itself, although during 
the time the platoons advanced across the Peninsula, a cer- 
tain amount of shelling was met, in the form of shells of 
large calibre, and which rather upset the operations of a 
small patrol of D Company, which was lying up close to 
the village. 

The companies spent that night in the posts they had 
dug, and were rather worried by shoots, which were evi- 
dently blindly searching the area for troops. The period 
was a tiring, but an interesting one, and the greater part 
of the next day was spent in resting and awaiting orders 
for further technical work. 

On the morning of the 25th, the Battalion was relieved 
from its infantry operations, and was detailed to work on 
forward roads. Work was begun on some bridges near La 
Neuville, but almost immediately handed over to the 9th 
Field Company. From this date up to the 27th, all com- 
panies were billetted in La Neuville, and the vicinity of 
Bray, with B.H.Q. at Bray, and continued the work of 
patrolling and repairing forward roads in the Divisional 
area. Reconnaissance of bridges in the area was also car- 
ried out. On the 27th, C Company were sent forward at- 
tached to the 9th Brigade, to build bridges over the canal 
round the Peninsula near Suzanne. Work on the bridges 
was carried out on the 28th, and they were made passable 
for wheel traffic. A reconnaissance of country ahead 
showed two bridges not yet blown, and the officer, making 
the reconnaissance, was able to disconnect the charges and 
save them. 

All the roads forward at this time showed the great effect 
of heavy shelling of the British guns, dead horses, men, and 
smashed limbers being mixed up with fallen trees and 


wrecked huts along the roadside. On the 28th, B.H.Q. 


moved to the chateau at Suzanne, and the companies also 
found locations in that vicinity. The billets were fairly 
good, as many old enemy huts existed, and could be fixed 
up with little trouble. Work on the roads continued, and 
the company working on bridges, after completing their 
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work near Vaux, worked on up the Somme repairing 
bridges as far as Curlu, where a camp site was chosen in 
old shelters. On 29th, B.H.Q. moved to a location in a 
gully near Vaux, and the companies moved forward ahead 
of Curlu. Work still continued on roads up to the end of 
the month, during which a very considerable mileage had 
been repaired and maintained. Two companies (C and 
D) had moved forward to Clery, and on the 30th the 
division was squeezed out by the flanks of the left and 
right division joining, and went into a period of rest. 
The location on the 4th September, was therefore, B.H.Q. 
at Vaux, two companies near Curlu in old enemy shelters, 
and two companies at Clery, dug into a quarry. 

The work of the month had been most successful, and 
the advance had been a most marked one. Now the unit 
was resting, with the Division before Peronne, which by 
dint of hard fighting, was being steadily reduced, and cap- 
tured by the troops of other divisions of the A.IF. 

The roads worked on were for the most part metalled 
and except in one or two cases, were little damaged by 
shell fire. The advance had been so rapid, and apparently 
unexpected by the enemy, that few attempts had been 
made to destroy cross roads, ete., by mines. The villages 
along the route, all in a devastated or seriously damaged 
condition, supplied plenty of material for repair of a 
temporary nature, which, owing to the rate of progress 
from point to point, was all that the unit could do. After- 
wards it was noticed that many of the roads behind fell 
into a very bad state of repair, due apparently to in- 
sufficient labor units following up the advance. In one 
noticeable case, a main road near Suzanne, which had 
been left in good condition for lorry traffic, was, a few 
weeks later, found to be almost impassable on account 
of fallen branches, ete., which were not being cleared. 

Throughout the month since the 8th August, most com- 
plete arrangements had existed for the forward reconnais- 

-gance of all work, and the companies were constantly 
moved forward to be handy to the work. This enabled 
a much greater amount of work to be done than would 
have been the case, had we remained in fixed billets for 
some days, and worked ahead from them, as had been 
thought advisable during trench warfare. Although the 
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moves were frequent, except for the few days in the 
line at Bray, the shelters left by the enemy were on the 
whole good and dry, and had it not been that the exi- 
gencies of service called for another move so early in 
September, the unit could have rested comfortably in its 
billets near Curlu and Clery for a long period. The 
enemy was pulling his guns back rapidly, so except for 
Clery, which was certainly heavily ‘‘strafed,’’ little shell- 
ing was encountered, and although bombing was general 
at night, the areas in which the companies were camped 
did not receive excessive attention, and no casualties were 
caused by the Hun bombing ’planes. The unit, at Bray, 
had its first operation as Infantry on offensive action, 
acquitting itself well, and gaining valuable experience. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


TINCOURT PERIOD. 


On 4th September, the unit still remained on light work 
in connection with roads, and was carrying out a certain 
amount of Infantry training; Headquarters being near 
Vaux, with two companies near Curlu, and two at Clery. 
At 10.15 p.m. on this date, a wire was received from 
D.H.Q.: ‘‘11th Infantry Brigade and 3rd Pioneer Bat- 
talion (less one company) to stand by to move forward as 
Advance Guard,’’ and orders were issued to all companies 
to act in accordance. . 

Shortly after midnight, the orders were received, and in 
the darkness, all preparations were made for a move at any 
moment. Many were the rumours among the members of 
the unit as to the cause for this unexpected midnight stand 
to—rumours of a move both East and West—the majority 
favouring the Easterly direction, as the one most likely 
under the present circumstances. All the next morning, 
the unit waited orders,—waggons loaded with tools for any 
work, and kits placed handy; an air of barely suppressed 
excitement runing through the ranks, and rumours of what 
was going to occur gowing wilder as the time went on. 

At about 1 p.m. orders came through that all companies 
were to move out into the main road north of Clery, there 
to form up with the other units of the Advance Guard. 

By this time it was known that the duties of the unit 
would be to form part of the Advance Guard, with the 42nd 
Battalion, to move forward over the sector in front of 
Peronne and Mont St. Quentin, following up and getting 
in touch with the retreating enemy. The objective lines 
for the battalion consisted of, first the green line, which 
should probably be reached with little opposition, and, 
finally, the red line, to be reached if possible within the 
24 hours, and for which a certain amount of fighting might 
be necessary. 

125 
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At 2 p.m. the whole battalion, less one company (A), 
but with transport, moved off from Clery, with the 42nd 
Battalion. The march to Mont St. Quentin was a quiet 
one; the roads were dry and dusty, having been well 
pounded by heavy traffic in the last few days, and fine 
dust rose in a cloud, which should have been visible to the 
enemy, had his balloons been as watchful as usual. 

Ahead was Mont St. Quentin, a shaggy, abrupt wood. 
Here had been the scene of much bloody fighting in the 
Somme battles of 1916, and a few days before, by a 
brilliant action, one of the most brilliant of the war, one 
of the Australian Divisions had wrested it once more from 
the enemy. Now it stood, silent and deserted, torn by 
shells, and the foliage withered by gas, recent shell holes, 
with broken rifles and equipment, showing clearly that 
it was not a healthy resting place, and not yet beyond the 
range of the Hun guns. 

The battalion passing this spot, now deployed to the 
position from which a little later it was to move off 
Two companies (C and D) were allotted to the line, and 
one (B) to reserve. The two line companies were in touch, 
on each outer flank with companies of the 42nd Battalion, 
and in touch with each other on the inner. 

A little after dark, they lay in positions about 1,500 
yards east of Peronne. Reconnaisance showed the pos- 
sibility of advancing, and a meeting of the Company 
Commanders, held at the Advanced Guard Headquarters 
in the quarry at Mont St. Quentin, decided on a general 
advance to occupy the green line, the whole line to move 
at midnight. 

Orders were rapidly issued to all ranks, and at midnight 
of 5th-6th September, the battalion moved off. In the 
earlier part of the evening, the enemy had evidently had 
observation on the troops taking up their ‘‘jump off”’ 
positions, and a certain amount of shelling had taken 
place, causing a few casualties; but by this time all was 
quiet, and it appeared that the enemy had pulled out 
still further during the interval. 

From this stage on it will be necessary to deal with the 
companies rather more individually than previously, as 
their adventures became different, owing to—at a later 
hour—their becoming more or less out of touch and 
separated. 
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Dealing first with the left company (Capt. W. L. Cle- 
land) they had in the first place moved off without the 
Infantry on their left, owing to portion of that unit not 
being ready to move at the hour fixed upon. The advance 
was across open country at first, and was slow, owing to 
the old wire about, and pitfalls in the way of trenches and 
rifle pits, invisible in the darkness. This passed, the 
woods on the crest of the hill were reached, and the advance 
became still slower as the company forced its way through 
thick undergrowth, scattered shell holes, and barbed wire. 
Emerging on the other side, it was necessary to steady up 
and reform the line, which, naturally, had became rather 
split up in passing this obstacle. 

The advance was now across open and undulating coun- 
try, which showed few marks of fighting, except an oc- 
casional trench, and the ubiquitous barbed wire, which 
constantly impeded the march. JHere it became evident 
that a certain amount of noise made by the line advancing, 
apart from the partridges which constantly rose in front 
and flew eastward, had given the rearguard of the enemy 
information of the advance, and at intervals shells came 
over, which, although the range kept constantly shorten- 
ing, fell consistently behind the line, and caused no casual- 
ties. Twice Verey lights were fired ahead, and as the 
report of the pistol could be clearly heard, and the light 
fell not far off, it was evident that the company was very 
nearly in touch with the enemy. At about 3 a.m. a halt 
was made on the green line, and the men lay down in 
an old clover field, to await the final advance for the 
red line, which was timed for dawn. 

In the meantime, a party of scouts, under the Battalion 
Scout Officer (Lieut. A. R. E. Russell), and accompanied 
by the Commanding Officer, had worked out ahead of the 
unit, and entered the village of Buire, still occupied by the 
enemy. 

The right company (Capt. J. A. E. Toone) also had 
moved off at the time ordered, in touch with the left com- 
pany. . As the Infantry on the right had not moved at the 
time ordered, the right flank was out of touch and unsup- 
ported. It appears that the platoon on the right some 
what delayed the rate of its advance trying to get in touch 
with the infantry on the right, who came on later. As the 
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two left platoons (the company was only three platoons 
strong) kept on in touch with the left company, a gap 
was formed which increased as time went on. A party 
of scouts moving in this gap between the separated por- 
tions of the company, were in touch with the centre 
platoon, who mistook them for the isolated platoon, who 
were really some distance behind and to the right. 

Thus, the company moved forward as far as the village 
of Buire, from which the enemy had now fled, and where 
the platoon on the right crossed the Cologne River, con- 
stantly increasing the gap, and by now, out of touch both 
on left and right. 

The other part of the right company, in touch with 
the left company, had kept advancing, and also had 
isolated shells in their vicinity. They also reached the 
green line at about 2.30 a.m., and lay up to await the 
hour for the general advance to the red line. 

Thus the general position of the line at this time was as 
follows :—The left company was in touch on the right with 
the two platoons of the right company. On the left, the 
flank was in the air, the infantry, not having come up 
at that time. Between the two left platoons of the right 
company and the right platoon there was a large and 
constantly widening gap, caused by this last platoon 
having crossed the Cologne River, and moved further 
south-east, to try and get touch with the Infantry on 
their right, who were also behind. In this gap there 
were a few scouts belonging to the battalion. The reserve 
company remained under orders to move forward and get 
in touch as soon as word was received that the green line 
had been occupied, and the line gone forward again. i 
company moved forward to a point 1,500 yards in advance 
of and to the north of Three Tubs Wood—as a first 
‘*bound’’—at about 4.45 a.m. 

At dawn (about 4.30 a.m.) the left company, with the 
two platoons of the right company, moved forward for the 
advance to the red line, there being a light morning mist 
enshrouding the country ahead. 

Doubtless, all ranks were inexperienced in Infantry 
work, this being only the second occasion on which they 
had been so engaged in offensive operations, but the 
difficulties of keeping direction and touch had _ been 
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enormously increased by the Infantry not moving. More- 
over, the general tendency of the part of the battalion north 
of the river having its left ‘‘in the air,’’ had been to work 
to the left, following the general direction of the noticeable 
features, such as the road from Buire, thereby increasing 
the gap. It must be noted that each company operated on 
a front of 1,000 yards, being at least 10 yards per man. 

Whether the unit should have moved forward without 
having touch is a difficult question, but it is reasonably safe 
to assume that under the conditions of that time, with a 
retreating enemy, risks, which would have been criminal 
under circumstances of close warfare, were now legitimate, 
and indeed necessary. 

Light Horse patrols were attached, but do not appear 
to have been made as much use of as might have been the 
case, in keeping up communication on either flank. Al- 
though, later, they were fully employed, it was certainly 
in the earlier stages of the advance that they might have 
been proved so useful to the Company Commanders. 

The account of the operations from this point onwards, 
until about noon on the 6th, divides itself into what hap- 
pened north and south of the heavy, swampy country on 
the Cologne River. 

It would be well to deal fully with the northern portion 
of the advance first, and go with them up to the time when 
they again got in touch with the separated sections of the 
right company on the other side of the gap. 

Advancing from the green line, the left company and 
two platoons of the right company, which from now on can 
be called the Northern Party—moved steadily on in touch, 
the right being still open, although a Light Horse patrol 
had searched the country down towards the river, finding 
no trace of the other portion. 

Advancing across the open country in the light morning 
mist, and about 1,000 yards from the green line, reports 
were received from the right flank that the Infantry were 
in. touch, and it is certain that a body of men in the same 
formation as the unit, were marching on the same align- 
ment, and in the same direction. There is no doubt what- 
ever, that at this time there were no Infantry or Pioneers 
in the gap, and it seems practically certain that a party 
of the enemy for some time actually moved along, in what 
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practically amounted to touch, with the right flank of the 
Northern Party. 


Touch with the enemy was gained, at this time, by the 
whole party, and fairly heavy machine gun and rifle fire 
was met, from the top of the hill overlooking Tincourt. 
The left of the line also had met opposition from the woods 
lying N.N.W. from Tincourt, and orders were issued by 
the different commanders to get forward by short rushes, 
and endeavour to dislodge the enemy from his positions. 
In front lay a valley, with a heavy bank of fog and M.G.’s. 
and snipers were active from various well hidden positions 
and little copses. By short rushes, and several good indi- 
vidual ‘‘stunts,’’ by which the enemy was either killed or 
forced to retire, the Northern Party reached the top of 
the ridge before mentioned, which overlooked the village of 
Tincourt, and found it to be strongly defended. Several 
machine guns were captured, and casualties inflicted on 
the enemy, including some prisoners. Lieut. Broadbridge, 
of C Company, was seriously wounded at this time, and 
later died of wounds. 


The whole party was by now fully engaged, and the fire 
became pretty brisk on both sides. As previously stated, 
the village and the area in front of it was strongly held, 
and the cemetery was also a nest of riflemen and M.G’s. 
These positions had been reinforced by the enemy parties 
who had retired from the crest of the ridge now occupied 
by the unit. The two platoons on the right had, by short 
rushes forward, reached fairly good positions, but things 
were not as good as they might have been, as they were by 
now isolated from the rest of the party. A little later in the 
morning the Scout Officer, with his section, came up, and 
with a liaison section from the 42nd Battalion, took up a 
good position near a small copse on the right, forcing the 
enemy to retire with some M.G’s. from this vicinity, and 
thereby protecting the flank of the Northern Party. 

There appeared to be no likelihood of any counter 
attack as by this time (about 10.30 a.m.) the enemy was 
keeping his head well down, and the fire had slackened to 
a great extent. 

The line had now settled itself in front of a fairly well 
organised opposition, after having overcome a considerable 
amount of the enemy’s defence line. Reinforcements were 
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now required to fill the gap and assist in the breaking down 
of the defence of Tincourt. 


Now to deal with the fortunes of the isolated portion of 
the Right Coy., who were last mentioned as out of touch 
with the rest of their Company, at the green line. This 
platoon, as before mentioned, crossed the Cologne River, 
near Buire, and with the Company Commander pushed 
up through the village of Brusle, on the south side of 
the river. At 5.30 a.m. they had reached a point about 
1,800 yards east of this village, and were here in touch 
with the enemy, and held up by fairly heavy M.G. and 
rifle fire. Both flanks being ‘‘in the air,’’ and 
the platoon being isolated and a small unit, no fur- 
ther advance was made, and the party decided to hold 
on to the position in anticipation of further assistance ar- 
riving. During the advance from Brusle to this point, two 
prisoners were taken, and some severe casualties inflicted 
on the enemy rearguards. Here Capt. Toone was killed, 
while gallantly standing in full view of the enemy and 
directing his men. As the position was a bad one, and 
the fire was heavy, an opportunity was taken of with- 
drawing the line to a better position about 500 yards 
further back, which commanded the enemy positions. ; 


Shortly after 10 a.m., the Commanding Officer, after a 
reconnaissance of the line, decided to put the reserve com- 
pany (B) into the gap across the Cologne River, and in 
front of Tincourt. The company moved up in Artillery 
formation to Buire, where, after having been sighted and 
fired on by a low flying formation of enemy aircraft, they 
went into extended order. The right platoon of the com- 
pany wading deep channels, crossed the river and 
swamps, according to plan, near Buire, and working up 
the heavily wooded swamp south of the river, eventually 
emerged among some old hutments about 1,000 yards 
ahead of the isolated platoon referred to above. 


_ Here they met opposition from the enemy, which they 
overcame, and lay up in a rather insecure position in front 
of Madame Wood, there to await touch with the rest of 
the company. Meanwhile, the balance of the company 
had moved up towards their intended positions, but the 
platoon on the right had met much deeper swamp and 
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was unable to cross. The two left platoons, also moving 
forward, soon met M.G. and rifle opposition. 
Reconnaissance forward, showed small chance of cross- 
ing the stream, so it was decided that, owing to the 
urgency of the situation about Tincourt, two platoons 
should be left as a separate unit on the north side, and the 
other platoon went back a little to find a crossing to the 
south side. By about noon, or half an hour later, touch 
had been gained by this company, with the rest of the 
battalion on the right and left, and as in the meantime the 
Infantry had come up, and were in touch on the outer 
flanks, the whole line was secure, and rested there with the 
right platoon of the reserve company, about 1,000 yards 


ahead, in the position it had taken up when coming in. 


It now appeared possible to move the whole line south 
of the river forward at least 1,000 yards, but the Infantry 
on the right were disinclined to move up, owing to the 
Brigade of the 5th Division on their right being station- 
ary and declining to move. During this time, and up to 
about 3 p.m., steady work north of the river, both by the 
Northern Party, and the two reinforcing platoons from 
the reserve company, had resulted in a general evacuation 
by the enemy of the village of Tincourt and its environs, 
while south of the river the enemy showed signs of leav- 
ing the positions he held in the little copses and the small 
village of Boucly. 

At this time the advanced platoon moved forward, har- 
rassing the enemy in his retreat, and occupied the village 
of Boucly, from where, by concentrated fire, some casual- 
ties were inflicted on the Hun. North of the river, Tin- 
court was occupied without further opposition, and C Coy. 
also moved forward into some old trenches, meet- 
ing none of the enemy. Observation, south of the river, 
showed it possible to move up and oceupy the red line, but 
as the Infantry were not willing to come up on the flank, 
it was decided to conform to the general line for the night, 
withdrawing the advanced party, now 2,000 yards ahead, 
and substituting active patrolling throughout the night, 
in its place. 

From later information, it appears that the 8th Brigade 
was not the most advanced unit on the right as was be- 
lieved, some British troops having passed round their 
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flank to a position considerably in advance. These troops, 
of course, were well over to the right, and no information 
of their disposition was given by the 8th Brigade as far 
as can be ascertained. Had this been known, the line 
would have been advanced to the red line, but under the 
circumstances, as no orders with regard to the future 
operations or the general situation had been received, it 
was considered advisable to remain in consolidated posi- 
tions during the hours of darkness. 

This concluded the day’s active operations of the unit, 
and that night orders were received that a relief was con- 
templated. At about 2 a.m. the 41st and 44th Battalions 
relieved the Pioneer and 42nd Battalions, passing through 
them to a further advance with the blue tine as the next 
objective At the conclusion of the relief, the Battalion 
marched back to hutments at Buire, where a much ap- 
preciated hot meal and rum ration were waiting. 

During the operation B.H.Q. moved twice, first at 
about 4.30 a.m. to the Cross Roads near Buire, and later, 
at about 6 p.m., to the village itself. 

Throughout the night, the country ahead of the line was 
lighted up for miles by many fires, burning dumps, ete.. 
and the enemy, before leaving Tincourt had left many 
parts of it alight. Except for desultory shelling of the 
roads near Tincourt, by shells of large calibre, which did 
little damage, the night was quiet. 

Its work as vanguard being completed, the unit, on the 
morrow, became portion of the main guard, under orders 
to move forward steadily, and keep in touch with the 
movements of the battalions forming the vanguard. 

The companies of the battalion, holding different sectors, 
moved forward gradually on the 7th and 8th instants, 
reaching a line behind Roisel on the night of the latter 
date, when orders were received for a second relief, and 
they returned once more to Buire, on the following 
morning. 

’ During the period as advanced (main guard) Guard, 
the battalion supplied three liaison posts from the right 
company, their duties being to establish themselves at 
various definite points along the inter-divisional Southern 
Boundary, moving by bounds and leap frogging as the 
advance continued, keeping touch between the two Divi- 


nla.obj-2934361512 
National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


Page 155 


134 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


sions. During the course of their duties they found much 
difficulty in keeping touch, owing to the fact that the right 
division sent no one to these points to act in liaison, and 
they were compelled to scour the counry to find Head 
quarters of units. It seems that had the Right Division 
sent small posts to work with those the battalion supplied, 
better intelligence and touch could have been maintained 


On the 9th inst., the unit became once more complete, 
for in addition to the three companies which had been em- 
ployed as Infantry returning to billets, A Company, which 
had been attached to the 9th Brigade, also marched in, 
after being employed on various jobs, such as road repair, 
and guarding and rendering safe, enemy mines, 


The period had been a most useful and instructive one 
to all ranks, and many valuable lessons in open warfare 
had been learnt. However, the need for more, and still 
more training, in the duties of Infantry, was obvious, and 
while in the Buire huts, the battalion settled down to con- 
centrate as much as posisble on the specialist and general 
subjects involved. The casualties had been reasonably 
light, and the unit changed over to a period of well earned 
rest, well satisfied in that it had successfully carried out 
the task which had been entrusted to it. 
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HINDENBERG LINE AND ARMISTICE 


When the battalion assembled at Buire, all work ceased, 
and active training operations commenced, improvement 
in all general infantry work and specialist training being 
aimed at. The unit was comfortably housed in old Nissen 
huts at Buire, which by this time was back areas. A cer- 
tain amount of bombing occurred in the night, and on the 
night of the 13th, two large enemy machines were caught 
in the lights and brought down by British night flying 
scouts. This considerably damped the enemy ardour, and 
falling off in the night activities was noticed. 

On the 21st a conference was held of all Company Com 
manders in connection with the forthcoming operations 
against the Hindenberg Line. The arrangements at that 
date were that the Americans were to assault the main 
defence at the point where the Canal ran underground 
for 5,000 yards, and the 3rd Division, operating on the 
left of the 5th, would, after the first objective was 
reached, pass through them to a further advance under 
conditions of open warfare. The country to be passed 
over was fairly open, but heavily wired, and in every way 
well defended, owing to its being the only part of the line 
without the natural obstacle of the Canal. 

For this operation the unit again came under Corps 
Headquarters, and had attached one company of the 
102nd U.S. Engineers. The task was to go forward with 
the American Infantry, and open up two east and west 
roads in the Divisional sector, in order that the guns 

“might be able to move forward to support the Australian 
Infantry on their second advance. The roads were called 
the blue and yellow roads. 

Reconnaissance of the vicinity was at once taken in 
hand, and all arrangements made for organising the work. 
The Northern (blue) road was allotted to A and C Coys.. 

135 
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the Southern (yellow) to B and D Coys. One platoon of 
the attached American Company was attached to each of 
the Pioneer Companies for experience in this class of 
work, 

On the 27th September orders were passed that the unit 
would move to forward areas that night in order to be as 
close to the work as possible, for the purpose of reconnais- 
sance and the approach march. A suitable camp had al- 
ready been selected, and an advance party was preparing 
it for occupation. 

During the period at Buire a certain amount of mis- 
cellaneous work was carried out, such as building of ac- 
commodation for the Divisional Pierrots and huts for 
Corps Headquarters. The details on this work were re- 
called to the unit on the night of the 27th. 

At sunset on the 27th September, the battalion marched 
out of the hutment at Buire on the way to the first staging 
camp at Villers Faucon. Here the unit would rest for the 
night, and—ag far as was then, known—a day, before 
moving up to the assembly positions for the operations 
against the Hindenberg Line. The area through which 
the battalion marched, had within the few days preceed- 
ing this date, become rapidly peopled with Americans. 
Camps had sprung up in new places, unfamiliar transport 
moved to and fro, and there was all that bustle and 
movement after dark, which heralds a big stunt. And 
through it all ran that feeling of almost electric tension 
which is perhaps caused by the suggestion, emanating 
from the minds of many thousand concentrated on one 
great issue. 

The new camp, although perhaps not very comfortable 
according to some standards, wag at least well provided © 
with head cover, against bad weather and here the unit 
settled itself, in old army stables, to sleep for the night, 
and await the next day’s orders, 

First thing on the morning of the 28th, officers and 
n.¢c.0’s. from each company, with the representatives of 
the attached U.S. Engineers, went forward to reconnoitre 
as much as was possible of the roads allotted to them for 
repair during the attack. Once forward of the gun lines, 
little sign could be seen of any forthcoming attack, 
selected points received attention from the enemy at 


nla.obj-2934362102 
National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


Page 158 


COMMONWEALT:! PARLIAMENT LIBRARY 


HINDENBERG LINE AND ARMISTICE = 137 


times, but at no time during daylight was the shelling as 
consistent or heavy as had been the custom of the Hun 
in the operations of the previous year. Still the gunners 
of both sides were ever watchful, and unusual movement 
of parties larger than two or three, if in view, brought 
swift attention. 


The Blue or Northern road was in bad repair, and pro- 
mised much heavy work when the need of its quick pro 
gress should arise. Further south the Yellow road was in 
a better condition. Certainly there were shell holes, but 
what forward road is without them? The wonder is that 
there are so few, when one adds up those incessant nightly 
strafes, aiming at the stopping of rations and ammunition 
on roads that are frequently enfiladed. 


Owing to the necessity for a start at zero, and the pro- 
bability of a heavy retaliatory shoot on roads at that 
time, positions were chosen as far forward as possible, 
both for the parties to lie up overnight, and for the 
cookers to pull in and keep hot meals ready against the 
time that parties could be relieved from their forward 
work and return to the kitchen to stoke up for further 
effort. None of the assembly positions offering were very 
good, and all showed signs of recent attention by the 
enemy, but eventually the two Northern companies were 
accommodated in a sunken road near Ronssoy, and the 
two on the South end decided on old trenches, well up 
towards the jumping off line of the Americans. 


Zero hour came through for 5.30 a.m. on 29th Septem- 
ber, and the work allotted to the unit remained the same 
as had been previously arranged, hence all that now re- 
mained was to get what sleep one could, a good hot meal 
as late before starting as possible, and to hope for luck 
and good working conditions on the morrow. 


Arrangements were made to ieave Villers Faucon at 
1 a.m., in order to arrive at the assembly points well be- 
fore zero, giving the men a breather after their march, 
before starting work. At this early hour the battalion 
marched out. The party for the Yellow Road went for- 
ward without incident until half way to Ronssoy, when, 
meeting long columns of American Infantry on the way 
up, it was necessary to halt to prevent double banking. 
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Here, sitting on the roadside, one eyed curiously these 
long columns passing in silence and darkness. They 
looked different from our men, even in the dark—they 
did not march in small parties, wel! separated, as is the 
eustom of British troops on the roads in forward areas— 
there were no gaps in their ranks—not then! Just one 
long, unbroken column of men tramping towards their 
first experience of the Great Adventure. Occasionally, 
only very occasionally, a voice broke the silence; once a 
Yank called to the men by the roadside: ‘‘ What mob are 
you, and where are you gcing,’’ and a rough digger voice 
replied, without hesitation, ‘‘Look in your pay- 
book!’’ So perhaps all the laborious pasting into pay- 
books of the ‘‘keep your mouth shut’’ pamphlet had, in 
one case, some effect. 

Soon the road cleared once more, and the march was 
continued. 

Shortly after the second start, American transport 
passed, many wearing gas masks and calling out that 
there was much gas ahead, and that it was necessary to 
wear respirators. Masks were at the ‘‘alert,’’ and so the 
eolumn threaded its way through the darkness, shells 
bursting well ahead and to the left, but at no time near 
enough to inconvenience the march. No H.E. or gas 
caused trouble on the road, though recently killed mules 
and overturned limbers showed that attention had been 
paid to the area; slight “‘sneezer’’ gas was noticed, and 
it is probable that this, in conjunction with a heavy bank 
of mist in the valley below Ronssoy had caused the earlier 
gas alarm to be passed back by the Americans. 


Who has not felt the approach march the most respon- 
sible and dangerous part of an operation. So much de- © 
pends on its success and trouble while it is in progress, 
may so seriously interfere with the organisation of the 
units concerned. 


Had the Hun known of those closely packed roads, 
what might have been done by a carefully laid H.E. and 
gas shell, but, as has so often been the case at these times, 
it did not occur, and before long, the companies were 
picking up their tools at the forward dump, and filing 
off to their assembly positions to await zero. 
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Meanwhile, the two companies for the Northern or 
Blue Road, had left by other tracks, and had different 
experiences. They also left Villers Faucon at 1 a.m., 
moving up to their advanced positions by more Northern 
routes than the other party. The march was a similar 
one to that of the Yellow Road, but gas was met on the 
journey, necessiatating the wearing of masks for part of 
the.time. Although shells fell close to the road, in front 
and behind, no casualties occurred, and the units arrived 
at their positions in front of Ronssey without incident. 
The transport and cooks attached to this party, however, 
had met much difficulty in getting through heavy shelling 
and congested roads, but arrived safely without serious 
casualty. These two companies lay up in the assembly 
positions just in front of Ronssoy until 4 a.m. when they 
moved forward to the final assembly positions just in the 
old front line, resting here until the time to start work, 
shortly before zero. 

The story of the early operations on that day is similar 
in most details for the Blue and Yellow Road. At a quar- 
ter of an hour before zero, in accordance with the ar- 
rangements made, a party for each road started working 
forward, and at 5.30 a.m. as many men as could be placed 
also went forward ahead of these parties It was feared 
that the American Infantry were inexperienced in their 
method of attack, and it was seen as soon as the barrage 
started that their casualties were going to be heavy. They 
advanced from the assembly point, bunching in groups, 
and very heavy shell and M.G. fire from the ridge ahead 
rapidly cut big gaps in the ranks. 

Before half an hour after zero it was definitely realised 
that the work on roads had progressed as far as it was 
possible to go at that time, and as heavy casualties had 
occurred, the parties were placed in what cover could be 
obtained nearby, and there stood by awaiting the time, 
when the situation should clear up, and enable a further 
move to be made. 

The American tanks, which accompanied the attack, 
suffered heavily, and in the vicinity of the Blue Road a 
large number were put out of action by an old minefield. 
To the south, Whippets moved up to a covered position 
near the Yellow Road, and under heavy fire waited orders 
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to go forward in support of the Australian Infantry. 
Towards 9 a.m. the fire somewhat slackened, and it was at 
first thought that the advance had continued, but any an- 
due movement at once caused heavy M.G. fire, especially 
on the roads, which were enfiladed. A little after this the 
8rd Australian Division Infantry began to move forward. 

The sight of those old hands moving forward was a 
most encouraging one, at a time when everything ap- 
peared to be disorganised, and, when they came suddenly 
under heavy fire of all kinds, and went into their battle 
formations as coolly as on a parade ground, one felt in- 
clined to cheer. They had met the enemy fire several 
thousand yards closer than was expected, but at once 
proceeded to get in touch with the situation and to work 
forward. 

From this time onward it was necessary to carry on 
without any artillery support, the situation as far as the 
Americans were concerned, being so obscure that it was 
not safe to shorten the range of eur guns Thus, by mid- 
day, the fire of the heavies had died down to almost 
nothing, and the battle appeared at a standstill. At inter- 
vals throughout the day the parties on the roads made at- 
tempts to get forward and worked as far as the Infantry 
had progressed, in some cases being strafed by rifle 
grenades from enemy posts. 

The tanks, armoured cars and whippets all made gal- 
lant but vain attempts to get to the village of Bony, which 
stood at the junction of the two roads, but in every case 
they were either destroyed or obliged to return out of 
action. Throughout the day casualties continued to occur 
and the matter of their evacuation became rather difficult. 

At about 5 p.m., the position not being much clearer, . 
although the Australian Infantry were steadily working 
forward with bomb and bayonet, it was decided to with- 
draw all parties, and the companies therefore went back 
to their old assembly positions to have a hot meal, and 
sleep the night. 

Throughout that night, although on th» whole quiet, a 
certain amount of shelling occurred on the positions of 
the companies, causing a few casualties—not so bad, how- 
ever, as to stop the sleep of the men who by this time 
after such a trying day and night, were in a very weary 
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condition. The day was one of the hardest the unit had 
had for some time, the shelling being particularly heavy 
and concentrated on the roads, where the work was in 
progress, and causing heavy casualties. 

The position at this time was, that wherever the Ameri- 
cans were—and rumor (wrong, as it happened) said that 
they were far ahead, but had not ‘‘mopped up’’—our 
Infantry were now faced with the difficult task of over- 
coming strong defence of the Hindenberg Line, without 
artillery support. Orders were received that on the fol- 
lowing morning parties should go out, and, keeping in 
touch with the situation, work ahead as far as the advance 
progressed on that day. 

After a good night’s rest, efforts were made to push 
on, but little could be done, as the line throughout the 
30th rested in much the same position. 

Early on the morning of the 1st October, an advance 
party from A Coy. found that Bony was evacuated, and 
informing the Infantry, the 38th Battalion at once moved 
forward and occupied the village. The line moved on 
shortly afterwards, and the whole of the battalion went 
on to the roads. 

Through Bony, there was a certain amount of work to 
be done, and some difficulty was experienced in getting 
tanks and armored cars off the road. 

Forward of the village, and across the underground 
canal the condition of the main road was good, and little 
work was necessary. Work progressed all day, and, by 
evening, the roads were patrolled and repaired to a point 
several hundred yards ahead of the most advanced 
Infantry posts. A certain amount of work was carried out 
in Bony during the night by a platoon, and on the morn- 
ing of the 2nd, some further cleaning up of work already 
done. 

On that night, the troops of the 3rd Australian Division 
were relieved by the 50th Division (British), and on the 
3rd, the battalion moved back to Villers Faucon to await 
orders for a move to back areas. This conculded the last 
operation of the unit. 

On 4th October, the battalion moved into back areas 
to Liercourt, near Pont Remy, in the Abbeville area, and 
commenced a long period of training, rest and recreation. 
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well deserved and much appreciated after six months of 
continuous fighting and working, both in defence and 
offence. 

On that historic day, the 11th November, while the 
Division was standing by under orders to go back to the 
line, for what all believed to be the final great battle, the 
Armistice was signed. 

There was little demonstration among the men of the 
unit, certainly not much more noise than takes place on 
a pay night, and one found it most difficult to realise that 
at last hostilities had ceased, with every probability of 
their never being resumed. 

Later the battalion moved to Huppy, and settled down 
to work on civil training on the lines of a general educa 
tional scheme. Committees were appointed to start 
classes of all kinds, and all ranks soon became absorbed 
in classes of carpentry, plumbing, mathematics, French, 
ete., etc. At the same time a committee, under the presi- 
dency of Major M. B. B. Keatinge, was appointed to com- 
pile the history of the Battalion. This volume is the out- 
come of their labors, assisted by all ranks of the Bat- 
talion. In addition, as much sport as the weather per- 
mitted was engaged in, and representatives left the unit 
to compete in Divisional and Corps boxing and football 
teams. After Christmas C Coy. went to Havre to build 
huts at the Base. 

The main work of the battalion was now to endeavour 
to make the breathing space before demobilisation of as 
much use as possible, and many left the unit for attach- 
ment to workshops in France and England. 

The period after the Armistice was exzeedingly mono- 
tonous, in spite of all endeavours to fill the time, and all 
anxiously awaited the day when the first draft should 
leave for home. On February, 16th, amidst much en- 
thusiasm, the first draft of 112 left the battalion for 
return to Australia. 

At this point in the history of the battalion, one may 
conclude its story. 

The memories of the old regiment. will never fade from 
the minds of its members, and they can look back on an 
uninterrupted history of good and valuable work and 
fighting, for the undying British Empire, of which their 
country forms so great a part. 
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N.C.O.’s and 
Officers Men. Total, 
Total Battalion .. . 104 1860 1964 
Killed and Died of Wounds. . 9 131 140 
Died of Sickness and Accident 1 18 19 
Evacuated Sick .. .. .. 55 586 641 
Gassed .. .. oP 5 203 208 
Wounded . car ee ee 32 587 619 
Honors and Awards vay tain 47 82 129 
Regt’l. Rank Name. Enlistment. Nature of 
No. Casualty. 
716 Pte. Abbott, C. E. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
2432 ~=C«,, Abbott, H... . 8rd Rfts., 2/3/17 « W., 4/10/17 
3000 _—s—=4;; Abbott, J. .. .. 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 W., 6/9/18 
395a Accola, T. .. . 839th Bn., 18/11/16 
4126a ER/Cpl. Adams, N. W. .. 7th Bn., 20/1/17 
Major Adams, W. A., D.8.0. Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 15/10/17 
717 Sgt. Adlam, J., MM. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
132 Pte. Ainslie, mt A. . Orig., 6/6/16 , 1/6/17 
1089 _ =i, Aitken, J. A. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 Dow, 18/7/18 
DAS) say Aldridge, F., M.M. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
2506 =a, Alexander, F, L. . 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 K.I,A., 7/6/17 
1338 ,, Allan, J re . Orig., 6/6/16 
2504 =, Allan, O .. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
4563, Allan, P .. 2/Pnr. Bn., 9/4/17 
1503 Cpl. Allan, W .. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 W., 7/5/17 
719 L/Cpl Allen, B. F .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/10/17 
134 Sgt. Allen, F .. Orig., 6/6/16 
Lieut Allen, H. § . Orig., 6/6/16 
368 Pte. Allen, W. E .. Orig., 6/6/16 
aes Alley, E. J .. Orig., 6/6/16 
369 Cpl. Allman, W .. Orig., 6/6/16 
3001 Pte. Alston, A. . 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 
3485, Amy, J. G@ .. 8th Rfts., 2/7/18 
7lla ,, Amy, W. H .. 39th Bn., 20/7/18 W., 23/8/18 
19294 ,, Andersen, A. . 4lst Bn., 22/11/16 
136 Sgt Anderson, A. E., Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/4/17 
D.C.M. 27/8/18 
G., 26/5/18 
355 «Pte. Anderson, B. E... a 6/6/16 
7457a ,, Andersen, G. oie Bn., 8/1/18 W., 5/5/18 
: Sy ae Anderson, J . Orig., 6/6/16 
720 Dvr. Anderson, M. Orig., 6/6/16 
2750 Pte. Anderson, W. H. .. 5th Rfts., 9/4/17 
1090, Andrews, A. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 14/3/18 
1438 
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Regt’l. Rank 
No. 
Lieut 
3488 ER/Cpl 

(5) Lieut. 
5752 MT/Dvr. 
1086 L/Cpl. 

Lieut. 
1670 Pte. 
3002, 

1 cca 

140 RSM 
2507 Pte. 

367 Sgt. 
Lieut. 
2260 Pte. 
366, 
25740 ,, 
1617 MT/Dvr. 
3243 Spr. 
2031la Pte, 
729 
730 Dvr. 
733 Pte. 
1287 ,, 
1002, 
731 Cpl. 
94 Pte, 
(i) 

67 oy 
2267 —,, 
3698a_,, 
1623, 

> oe 
i ee 
2519 ,, 
2754 =, 
2518 , 
388 , 
1074 Lieut 
141 Pte. 
2501 ” 
1068 Lieut. 
1101. Pte. 
382 L/Cpl. 
377 \ 
es 
180. « 
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THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


Name, 


Andrews, L. F., 
PETS.” ies 
Angus, R. H. 
Archer, R. F. 
Armstrong, J. V. 
Arnold, F. G. . 


Arnold, W. T., M.S.M. 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 6th Rfts., 18/12/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


Artingstall, J. 
Ashby, H. .. .. 
Asher, H. 8. 


Ashford, W. E. .. _ 


Ashton, J. .. 
Ashton, N. C. .. 
Astbury, E. B., M uM 
Atteridge, J... 


Attwooll, R. J. . 
Austin, C. O. 


Balderson, L. 3 
Balderson, W. J. 
Bale, C. A... 


Banyard M. ; 
Barclay, J. 


Barclay, R., MS. ML. 


Barker, E ™M. 
Barker, F. A. a 


Barnard, F, 


Barnden, WG M, C. 


Barnett, L. A. . 


Barrance, W. 


Barrie, A. R., MM. sei 
ig Has CHe 8/6726 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 


Barrs, : 
Barry, T. N. 


. 3rd Rfts., 16/4/17 


.. Orig., 6/6/1 
. 5/2nd Pnr., Vs” D.O.W., 29/9/18 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 D.O.W., 10/5/18 

. 4th Pnrs., 27/11/17 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


Enlistment. 
Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 

.» Orig., 6/6/16 

.. 15/l1st Pnrs., 20/10/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
W., 9/2/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 


. 4th Rfts., 12/10/17 


. Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

W., 19/10/17 
G., 25/5/18 


Ist Rfts., 2/9/16 


.. 7th Rfts., 22/3/18 
.. 37th Bn., 21/11/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 41st Bn., 14/11/16 K.1.A., 27/6/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


W., 19/5/18 


W., 27/6/17 
W., 17/6/17 


W., 4/10/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 
W., 27/6/17 


.. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 G., 7/6/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 10/6/17 


"* 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 D.0.W., 8/6/17 


"! 5th Rfts, 1/5/17 G., 26/5/18 
. 4th Rfts., 16/4/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/5/17 
G., 26/5/18 


. 4th Rfts., 3/9/17 su "15/10/17 


ores eh 
-. Orig., 6 
aay W., 6/9/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/9/18 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Regt’l. Rank. Name. 

No. 

8622 Pte. Barton, G. F. .. 
2269 Spr. Bartrop, R. M. .. 
3003 Pte. Basley, G. H 

142 L/Cpl. ass, J. 

143 Pte. Bates, D. W. 

i! aa Bathie, D 
1102 Dvr. Batt. C. H 
eC Batt, E. A 
1511 Pte. Beauchop, D 
1094 =O, Bauld, M. .. 

is » Baxter, E. .. 
1 a Bayliss, John 
1822 T/Sgt. Bayly, S. W 
2759 Pte. acom, H. P. 
3005 L/Cpl. Beard, F., M.M 
3493 Beaton, J. 

1973 =, Beattie, J. F 

146 Cpl Beck, V. O 
1507 Pte Beckett, G. C 
3 fy Bedson, G. H 
2268 =O, Beecroft, W. W. J 
3247 Beel, 

mi 5 Beer, F. W 
3248, Bees, J. G. 

vty i Beeson, H. E. 

372 2A/M. Behan, F. 
2772 Cpl. Bell, A, C 

385 L/Sgt. Bell, D. 

148 Bell, D. M. 
BEEN |. ss : Bell, H. L. 
1096, Below, G. R. 

485a ,, Bennett, F. L. 

a50" - +4 Bennett, H. V. 
Tet Bensch, G. 

108. » Benson, G. V. 
2760 =O, Bentley, E. R. 

350 ,, ton, I 

5la ,, Bergin, B. R. 
ne 

Major Berry, W. W. 
2274 Pte. st, S. R. 
2765 Cpl. Beswick, J. A. F 
2833a Pte Bethune, A. J 
2510 , Bethune, A, M 
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Enlistment. 


.. 8th Rfts., 10/7/18 
. 3rd Rfts., 7/2/17 


. 6th Rfts., 19/2/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 


:. Orig. 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


.. 2nd Rfts., 25/9/17 
.. 5th Rfts., 27/11/17 
. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
.. 8th Rfts., 19/6/18 

.. 2nd Rfts., 4/4/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

.. Orig., 6/6/16 

. 2nd Rfts., 14/11/16 


J... 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 

. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


5th Rfts., 23/10/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
Orig., 6/6/1 
29th Bn., 20/10/18 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 2nd Rfts., 20/11/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Sth Rfts., 25/5/18 
35th Bn., 18/11/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


5th Rfts., 8/11/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
. 5th Rfts., 9/11/17 
.. 2nd Pnr. Bn., 1/5/17 
- 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


145 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


W., 8/6/17 
4/10/17 


W., 15/10/17 


W., 30/9/18 


W., 8/6/17 
G., 4/6/17 
W., 17/6/17 
W., 22/3/18 


_W., 18/7/18 


K.LA., 7/6/17 


W., 11/6/17 
22/8/18 

G., 16/1/17 
G., 7/6/17 
W., 1/10/18 
W., 7/6/17 


W., 18/4/18 
W., 14/10/17 


W., 8/5/18 


G., 7/6/17 
W., 29/9/18 


5 7/6/17 


G 
G., 7/6/17 
W., 7/6/17 
Ww 
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. Rank. Name. 
1504 Pte. Bethune, D. G. .. 
2266 Dvr. Botson, Jss5 | ss 
5542a L/Cpl. Beyer, F. E. 

151 L/Cpl. Beyer, W. E, .. 

740 Pte. Bicheno, E. 8S. .. 

jc 3 Gas Bicheno, R. .... 

379 gy Bickerton, C. 

3 ees . Bickerton, J. J. . 
SY Bigmore, A, W. 
2764 Bills, C. L. 

Lieut. pg W. J. 

742 Pte. Biss, T. 

2262: Blackwell, H. 7. 
2036a ,, Blair, w. aa mes 

162: 55 Blake, A. E. 

7143 yy Blatchford, W. T. 
3249 Blogg, J. 0. 

S318 Blyton, A.C. .. 

153 L/Cpl. Boatman, A. J. . 
2265 Pte. Bodell, G. F. 
1104 Cpl. Bohling, SH 2 be MM. 
5758 Pte. Bone, R.  .. 

vc aa Bonham, Ww. M., MM 
2508 =, Bonner, F.G. . 
2773 Borland, G. W. 

373 Cpl. Borrill, A. C. 
2509 Pte. Bosanko, E. 

721 Dvr. Boston, H. F. .. 
1509 Cpl. Boulton, L. D. .. 
1105 Dvr. Bowen, F. T. 
3251 Pte. Bowen, J. T. 
1805a ,, Bowen, W. H., MM. 
2273 _~=i,, Bowman, C. 
1081 Sgt. Bowman, R. C.. 
5976a Pte. Boyd, J. C. 

a4. 4 Brabston, H. 
2688 ,, Brache, A. A, 
CU) Bradbrook, W. J. 
3499 Bradbury, B. T. 

154 L/Cpl. Bradbury, W, A. 
1505 Bradford, W. we 
1093_—i,, Bradtke, A. E. 

356, Brain, hd. 

08) «5 Bramley, 8. L. a 
1097 ,, Brandon, F... 

383, Brandt, C. B. 
17294 ,, Brandt, ois 

380 Lieut, Brecht, W. L. 
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.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


: coe Be 
> 6/6 
: car hee resis 


‘. Orig., 6/6/16 
; ok Rits., 9/6/18 


: ., 6/6/16 
8th F.A.B., 6/5/17 


THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 G., 27/5/18 
.L.A., 22/8/18 

3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 28/5/17 
G., 8/6/17 


. 2lst Bn., 26/10/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 
D.O.W., 4/7/17 


. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
D.O.W., 4/11/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
. 3rd Rfts., 16/3/17 G., 26/5/18 
oo Oth Rits., 16/3/17 
» (‘OFS 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 10/6/17 
.. 3rd Rfts., 24/4/17 
. 87th Bn., 22/11/16 W., 4/10/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/5/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 14/4/18 
.. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
. Orig,, 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
3rd Rfts., 7/2/17 W., 8/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 2/10/18 
. 15th Rfts., 20/10/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/8/18 
. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
.. 5th Rfts., 9/4/17 G., 7/6/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 Ace. W., 6/6/17 
. 4th Rfts., 24/4/17 
Ons» 6/6/16 
, 6/6/16 W., 9/4/18 
/6/16 


. 7th Rfts., 12/3/18 


42nd Bn., 21/11/16 


.. 3rd Rfts., 14/10/17 


6 /6/ 16 
Bn., “s/l/1 
6 


g Bide 26/7/17 
° kia, 27/6/17 


, 6/6/16 


one, 6/6/16 
6/6/16 


W., 7/5/17 
K.LA., 19/3/17 


1. Orig., 6/6/16 
| Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


K.1LA., 7/6/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 W., 19/5/18 
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Regt’l. Rank 
0. 
3500 Pte. 
2270 L/Cpl. 
1099 Pte. 
723 yy 
3254 ,, 
722 Sgt. 
1510 Pte. 
371 
155 
2516 
3503 
156 2/Lieut. 
2272 Dvr. 
1826 Pte. 
725 yy 
160, 
157 ” 
168: » 
384 L/Cpl 
1512 Pte. 
159 Lieut 
Capt. 
389 ; 
1508 5, 
3256 —Cé,, 
3626_— és 
211 , 
350 ” 
E00) 5 
2757 sy 
3008S, 
22638 ~=C«, 
O72. » 
2264 =, 
5760 MT/Dvr. 
69 Pte 
3009 —,, 
2769 ~=C,, 
2768 ” 
726. 
37 5 ” 
1082_—=Ci,, 
728 oy 
56 
10 , 
3245 
114 - 5 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 


Bredgaard, 8, Se Ms 
Brennan, A. 
Brenton, T. M.. 
Brereton, F, 
Briggs, J. H. 
Briggs, T. 

Briggs, W. C. 


ht, A. G. 


Brig 
ER/2 /Cpl. Brighton, J. 
Pte. 


Broad, A. . ea 
Broadbent, U. 


Broadbridge, NL... 
Bromley, A. W. H. .. 
.. 2nd Rfts., 14/11/1 


Brooke, H. C. 


Brown, E. A. Mel. 


Brown, G. D. 
Brown, J. . 
Brown, J. A. 


Brown, J. B. 


Brown, R. . 
Brown, S. .. 
Brown, 8. L. 
Brown, T. A. .. 
Brown, W. H. .. 


Browning, A. J. D. Pf 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 5th Rfts., 21/5/17 


Enlistment. 
8th Rfts., 9/6/18 


147 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


2nd A.G.H., 14/9/17 


: Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

. Orig., 6/6/16 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 
. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
. 8th Rfts., 2/2/19 


6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 


:. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 

.. Orig., 6/6/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


Brown, P. H., _— oe 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
-. Jth Rfts., 9/6/18 
. 8th Rfts., 
. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 


1/7/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 


6th Rfts., 18/4/18 


. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
.. 28rd Bn., 15/5/17 
.. 8rd Rfts., 23/3/17 

. 15th Rfts. lst Pnr. 


20/10/18 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 

.. 6th Réts., 3/9/17 

.. 5th Rfts., 16/3/17 
. 5th Rfts., 21/5/17 


, 6/6/16 


Ss Orig., 6/6/16 

-. Orig., 6/6/16 

.. Orig., 6/6/16 

a Orig., 6/6/16 

. Orig., 6/6/16 

-. 7th Rfts., 24/3/18 
. Orig: 6/6/16 


W., 6/9/18 
W., 27/6/17 


W., 19/2/18 
G., 26/5/18 


G., 9/6/17 
D.O.W., 27/6/17 


D.O.W., 7/9/18 
6 K. Ace., 9/1/17 
G., 26/5/18 

W., 7/5/17 

G., 26/5/18 
7/6/17 

G., 26/5/18 

W., 1/10/18 


W., 7/5/17 
13/12/17 


Ace. Dr., 12/3/17 
W., 1/10/18 


W., 15/4/18 
G., 26/5/18 


K.L.A., 9/10/17 


K.1.A., 2/7/17 
K.LA., 8/5/18 
W., 11/4/18 


W., 4/6/17 
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Regt’l. Rank Name. 

0. 

2522 Pte. Cain, O. B. 

a Caldwell, F. W. 
106 Caley, R. J. 

5819a ,, Callander, A. L. 
162 ,, Cameron, D. 
754 MT/Dvr. Cameron, D. . 
1117 Sgt. Cameron, G. N., 
i |” PCr 
1522 Pte Cameron, R, B. 
1622, Cameron, W. W. 
393 L/ Campbell, C. .. 
753 W.O. Campbell, D. J. 
3013 Pte. Campbell, J. L... 
405, Campbell, R. .. . 
2521 =, Campbell, T. P. H. ., 
30), - |; Camplin, L. 
1515 ] Cane, C. E., MM. 
427a Pte Cane, E. a. 
2520 ,, Cann, W. _— 
2533_—Ci,, Canobbio, V. D. 
408, Cant. = cas tin 
3258 i, Cantlon, J. T. .. 
232 ~=C««s Capuano, E. W. 
3259 i, Card, H.C 

95 L/Cpl Carlton, E, a 

755 «Pte. Carmichael, H. W. .. 
2537 =, Carmichael, L. . 

ST 6s Carpenter, G. . 
1523, Carr, J. A. wn 

756 Set. Carr, L. R., M.M 

757 Pte Carr, P. ‘a> 
2777 Carrick, T. H, .. 
1805a Pte Carroll, A. M, 
1804a ,, Carroll, J. orc. 4; 
1108, arter, 

3261 _—sé,, Carter, C. E 
2528 _ =O, Carter, J. H 
1833S, Carter, W. W. 
2279 =, Cartledge, E. J. 
2783S, Casey, A. J... 
2282 =i, Cass, J. O. .. 
3014, Casserly, L. V. .. 
(163) Lieut. Cassidy, J... 

390 Pte. Cassidy, J... 
3262 —Ci,, Castleton, J. 

28 C.Q.M.8, Cations, F. C. 
164 Pte. Chalmers, A. . 
407 Cpl. Chamberlain, F. E. 
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'" 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


"| Orig., 6/6/16 


'* 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
* Orig., 6/6/16 


"" Orig., 6/6/16 


THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
.. 4th Rfts., 16/4/16 G., 6/8/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
6/9/18 


.. 28th Bn., 17/9/17 


D.O.W., 19/10/11 
Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


"" Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 8th Rfts., 8/11/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


G., 7/6/17 
4th Rfts., 9/4/17 
» Orig: 6/6/16 


'* Orig., 6/6/16 


39th Bn., 18/11/16 
W., 1/6/17 


4th Rfts., 21/5/17 G., 7/6/17 


'* Orig., 6/6/16 


7th Rfts., 10/3/18 


"* Orig., 6/6/1 


6 
7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
G., 7/6/17 
G., 27/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
W., 27/6/17 
Ist Rfts., N.T.O.S. 
W., 11/4/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 


; 5th Rfts., 4/4/17 


4lst Bn., 22/11/16 
4lst Bn., 22/11/16 K.I.A., 13/4/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 22/8/18 


: 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
4th Rfts., 1/5/17 


2nd Rfts., 14/11/16 


"| 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 D.O.W., 22/8/18 
. 5th Rfts., 1/5/17 


. 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 6/6/17 
.W., 7/9/18 
.. 6th Rfts., 9/6/18 
‘. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
A 7th. Rits., rigs W., 22/8/18 
eo 6/6/16 
.» 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
o g., 6/6/16 
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Regt’l. Rank. 
0. 

165 Pte. 
2530-  ,, 
2296a ,, 

399 Sgt. 

11 Dvr. 
1129 Pte. 
5763, 
758 Cpl. 
2534 Spr. 

1) ee 
2202 
1125 (yy 

351 L/Cpl 
2289 Pte. 

392 Cpl. 
3510 Pte. 
4228 ,, 
2525 ” 
1120 =(y, 
3511 ys 
2524 ,, 

(166) Lieut. 
1519 Pte. 
i. , 
2283 
on co. 
2278 

167 L/Cpl. 

414 Sgt. 
1518 Pte. 
3263 yy 
2052a 4, 

402 ” 

400 ” 
2882a ,, 

406a ”» 

415. » 
3017» 
5764 ,, 
ht 
3018 4 

Capt. 

760 Pte. 

746 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name. 


Chambers, D. F. 
= L, J. 
ings, N. .. 
Chamley. L. 0. .. 
Chanter, A. L. .. 
Chapman, A. J. 
Chapman, L. 
Chapman, W . 
Chapman, W. A. 
Charlton, B. .. 
Chatterton, J. H. 
Chenoweth, F. C. 
Cheshire, F. .. 


Chisholm, R. W. 
Chivers, H. B. .. 


Christiansen, C. 


Christensen, H. A. .. 
.. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


Church, R. A. .. 
Churchill, J. A. B., 
M.C. 


Churchman, et 
Cilento, J. V. .. 
Clair, C. J. 
Clancy, P. J. .. 
Claridge, P. H. . 
Clarke, A, G. 


Cleland, W.L... .. 


Clelland, J. ; 
Clelland, W. .... 
Cliff, A. F. és 


i pica Pri 3/9/17 
. 14th Bn., 22/12/17 


Si Orig., 


"* 5th Rfts., 3/9/17 
. 2/AMt., Reg., 


br Orig., 
. 6th Rits., 12/10/17 


idee 20/2/17 


149 
Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 

g., 6/6/16 W., 13/10/17 


: Orig. 6/6/16 W., 11/1/17 
K.LA., 29/7/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 13/5/17 
6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
. Ist Pnrs., 20/10/18 
‘. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 4th Rfts., 1/5/17 W., 8/6/17 
"" Orig. 6/6/16 
.. 88th Bn., 22/11/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
; ot Rfts., 16/3/17 G., 26/5/18 
r , 6/6/16 
sth eR fts., 9/6/18 W., 22/8/18 
ve Oe Pnrs., 10/11/18 
. 4th Rits., 14/10/17 G., 26/5/18 
W., 20/8/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 4/6/17 


W., 27/5/18 
8th Rfts., 9/6/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 


"" Ist Rfts., 14/6/16 
"" Orig., 6/6/16 


3rd Rfts., 21/5/17 W., 6/6/17 


oo ene Rfts., 12/10/17 
.. 8rd Rits., 25/9/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

. Orig., 6/6/16 


G., 26/5/18 
Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


‘. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
* 38th Bn., 22/11/16 
| Orig., 6/6/16 


G., 7/6/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 

W., 2/10/17 

W., 22/8/18 
30/6/1 17 

Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 


‘. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


Ist Pnrs., 20/10/18 
6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/1 Ace. ee epi 


‘ One. ., 6/6/16 


, 6/6/16 
W., 7/6/17 
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150 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 
— Rank, Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
1123 Pte. Cliff, T. G .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 9/10/17 
2535 Sy, Clifford, G. . 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
572 Cpl. Clow, J. C. s» Orig, 6/6/16 
168 Pte. Coad, M. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
19/6/18 
2055a_ sé, Coad, 8S. .. .. .. 38th Bn., 22/11/16 
398 Cpl. Coakley, J.. MM. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
169 Pte, Coates, HH... .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
(3264) Lieut Coates, H. F. .. .. 7th Rfts., 18/4/18 
3265 L/Sgt. Coates, W.,M.M. .. 7th Rfts., 19/4/18 
3512 Pte. Cochrane, D. J. .. 8th Rfts., 28/7/18 W., 29/9/18 
1126 Sgt. Cody, B. P .. Orig., 6/6/16 
747 Pte. Colburn, J. C -. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/6/17 
412 =, Cole, W. G .. Orig., 6/6/16 
is Coleman, P. G .. Orig., 6/6/16 Ace. Inj., 21/6/17 
3019 Collard, H. .. 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 G., 26/5/18 
i) eae Collard, L, . 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 
573 og Collins, E. F. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
1118 : Colliver, C. -. .«. Orig., 6/6/16 
50 - » Compton, E. M... .. Orig., 6/6/16 
IIe, Connor, T. P. .. .. Ist Rfts., 14/11/16 
748 (Cs, Connors, J. « Orig, 6/6/16 
170 Cook, H. G, .. Orig., 6/616 W., 7/5/17 
21964 ER/S/S¢t. Cook, S. W. .. 88th Bn., 22/11/16 
2286 Cook, W. . 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 10/6/17 
2287 Cook, W. a .. 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 22/8/18 
1122 L/Cpl. Cooper, C. H. P . Orig., 6/6/16 
749 Pte. Cooper, J. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
2536 —,, Chester, C. E. Ww. . 4th Rfts., N.T.O.S. D. of ive 
: 31/1/ 
(759) 2/Lt. Christmas, F. J.  .. Orig., 6/6/16 K.1.A., 27/6/17 
745 Pte. Coates, H. A. . . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/6/17 
. D.O.W., 30/9/18 
2 SO Collins, S., M.M. . Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
D.O.W., 22/8/18 
180la ,, Condon, J. C. .. 41st Bn., 22/11/16 D.O.W., 1/5/17 
1127, Cooper, E. B. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.W., 31/5/18 
(i Cooper, P. D, .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/6/17 
2993 Cooper, T. L. .. 6th Rfts., 22/11/17 W., 22/3/18 
1834 L/Set. Cope, E. J. : Orig Rfts., 25/9/17 W., 18/10/17 
1109 Cpl. Cope, 8S. E. i , 6/6/16 
sas Lieut. Cope, W. J. i. One” 6/6/16 
17. ‘Dvr. Coram, C. H. B. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 13/5/17 
171 ~T/Cpl. Corbett, F. D. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
G., 27/5/18 
Lieut. Corin, A. . Ist Rfts., 22/6/17 
3268 Pte. Corin, C. E. 7th Rfts., 9/6/18 
1664 Dvr. Corkhill, B. A. ie Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
1110 Pte. Corlett, T. es Seer : Orig., 6/6/16 K.1.A., 19/10/17 
2284 T/Cpl. Cornell, R. .. 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
1837 Pte. Corry, J. J. . 2nd Rfts., 7/2/17 W., 27/3/17 
K.1L.A., 26/7/17 
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NOMINAL ROLL 151 
Regt’l. Rank Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
No. Casualty. 
1073 Sgt. Cott, 8... .. Orig., 6/6/16 
Lieut. Cottam, M. T. G. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
3406 Pte. Couper, C,H. .. .. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 W., 29/9/18 
761» Cousins, J. W... .- , 6/6/16 
172 L/Cpl Coventry, J. T. ; Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/17 
2057a Pte. Cowan, J. G. ; 38th Bn., 22/11/16 
752 Cpl Cowdroy, H, A., "MM. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 27/6/17 
24/11/17 
Ace. Inj., 18/9/18 
Lieut. Cowper, W. H . 3rd Rfts., 10/3/18 ., 26/5/18 
1520 Pte. Cox, B. -- Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
(403) 2/Lt Cox, J. L. M - Orig. 6/6/16 
404 Pte Cox, P. A -. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
3021 ,, Craig, A. E -. 6th Rits., 19/2/18 
2532 Craig, C. G .. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 6/9/18 
58 L/Sgt Crapp, H. W. . Orig., 6/6/16 
409 Pte. Cramp, J -» Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
2059a ,, Craven, W. .. 38th Bn., 22/11/16 
i Gas Crawford, J. ~« (Orig. 6/6/16 
173: 5 Crawford, T. -. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
2551). is Crisfield, A. L. .. 4th Rfts., aia 
1119 Crombie, W. J. v. -. Orig., 6/6 6/16 
1653s Oronin, T. .. .- «> lst Rits., 24/11/16 ss 7/6/17 
a Crouch, E... .. «.. Orig, 6/6/16 » 7/6/17 
Bic Crouch, W. J... .. Orig., 6/6/16 w. "29/9/18 
761 Cpl. Crouch, E, W. P. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
5989a Pte. Crowley, J. . 39th Bn., 18/11/16 
396 Sgt. Crowther, J. W. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 3/7/17 
1112 Pte. Crye, J. R. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 1/3/18 
2590a Spr. Cullen, J. P . 41st Bn., 29/11/17 
2288 Pte Cullum, E. M . ord Rits., 20/2/17 
1128 Cumming, W. J. R.  Orig., 6/6/16 
1624 T/Sgt. Cummins, J. J .. Orig., 6/6/16 
762 Pte. Cunningham, T. .. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 10/6/17 
252 Pied H. L .. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 18/10/17 
174 ER/W.O. (1) Curry, R. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
1517 Curtis, C. .. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
We” 2 Curtis, Ww. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 12/10/17 
1l13.  » Cuthbert, W. B .. Orig., 6/6/16 
413 os Cuthbertson, A. P. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
394, Cutler, G. .. .. Orig. 6/6/16 
395 Cutler, P. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
1115 Cpl. Cutting, G. W. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 14/8/18 
176 Aaa Dadds, F. P . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/4/18 
2801 D’Alton, J. R., M.M. 5th Rfts., 14/5/17 
1135 L/Gpl. Dandridge, Orig., ane D.O.W., 28/3/17 
ee Daniel, J. J Orig., 6/6/16 
2060 ~=(,, Davies, T. .. .. 41st Bn., 22/11/16 
53. iy Davidson, J. a Orig., 6/6/16 
2293 _—Céi,, Davidson, T. . 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 22/8/18 
416 ,, Davie, G. .. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
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Regt’l. Rank Name, 
0. 
1524 Pte. Davies, D. J. .. 
Mer ty Davies, G. F. 

863a Pte. Davies, T. H. 

168: ~ % Davis, A. W. C 
2541 Dvr. Davis, E. S 

764 Cpl. Davis, H. B 

177 Pte. Davis, H. V 

ane ry Dawson, W. 

bien Dawtrey, A. D 
2792 ~=C«, Deane, W. 

2545 ,, Deans, W. R 
5769, De Bruyn, G 

179 De Hugard, I. B. I 
3671 Pte. Delany, E. B 
4299 ,, Dellar, W. J. J. 

766 C.S.M. Dellar, J. J., M.M. 
2540 Pte. Dempsey, J. 
2547 Lieut. Dempsey, &., D.C.M, 
2791 Pte. Dempsey, T. P. 
1846 , Denereaz, E. 

767 Dvr. Denford, 8. M. 

768 Cpl. Denholm, T. 
2424 Pte. Denman, L, W. 

700! 55 Dennis, FE... .. 

‘i Dennis, F. .. 

180), Dennis, R. C. 
1134 _ ,, Derrick, J. H. 
1075 Sgt. Devine, J., M M. 

52 Pte. Dewhurst, J. 
3024 =O, Dhue, C. L 

= Dibley, G. W. 

3273 =, Digney, F. B. 
H/Capt. Dike, E. H., O. BE. .. 

2295 Pte. eye D. : 

1523 Cpl. Mech.Dodge, E. .. 

772 Pte. Dodgson, J. F. 
2060 L/Cpl. Dolley, P. F. T. 
579 Pte. Dolloffsky, C 
1783a ,, Donaldson, W. 
3407 ,, Donaldson, W. 
2234a ,, Donelly, H. R. 

181 Sgt. Doolan, J. A. .. 
2543 Pte. oes gra C. B. 
3022. —=C«, Dorsett, E. G. . 
3276, Dougall, E. W... 
2291 Dvr. tongs S.A : Seaeee 
3653 Pte. Dove, J. J. 
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Enlistment. Nature ot 
Casualty. 
-. Ist Rfts., 24 ue G., 26/5/18 
as Oe, 6/6/ 1 
.. 839th Bn., As/li/i6 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 5/11/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 22/8/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 K.I.A., 11/6/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 25/5/17 
. 5th Rits., 9/4/17 W., 17/6/17 
. 4th Rits., 16/3/17 
Ist Pnrs., 20/10/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 8th Rfts., 20/10/18 
- Ist Pnrs., 10/11/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
4th Rfts., 16/3/17 OD. aft. disc. 
25/5/18 
. 5th Rfts., 8/5/17 
+. 2nd Rits., 16/3/17 G., 27/5/18 
-. Origs 6/6/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
-. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
-» Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
-» Orig., 6/6/16 
- 6th Rits., 27/11/17 W., 1/12/17 
-» Orig. , 6/6/16 
- Tth SRtts., 10/3/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
-» 8rd Pnrs., 15/11/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/5/17 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
-. 42nd Bn., 22/11/16 
-» Orig., 6/6/16 G., 16/1/17 
- 4lst Bn., 22/11/16 W., 5/5/17 
7/7/17 
19/10/17 
-. 7th Rfts., 12/3/18 
-. 87th Bn., 22/11/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
- 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 K.1.A., 9/2/18 
- 6th Rits., 21/5/17 W., 8/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 


7th Rfts., 12/3/18 
3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
8th Rfts., 24/6/18 
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1069 
1136 Pte. 
S518. 3, 
Lieut. 
2292 Pte. 
| Lieut. 
1132 Pte. 
8652, 
2788 yy 
2539 ~=C«s, 
2546 =, 
1130 Sgt. 
1133 Pte. 
418° yy 
vt 
96 L 
4117a Spr 
1531 L/ 
775 Pte. 
1529 
ae 
183 
TO) << 
1813 4 
1530 S/Sgt. 
-B522 Pte. 
185. ,, 
3026 —i,, 
2549 ,, 
B25 
97 Cpl. 
1534 Pte 
422 
16338_—Ci, 
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‘1. Rank. 
0. 
8517 Pte. 
oy cee 
2794 4, 
2434 , 
2544 ,, 
2542 ,, 
2204 , 
2795 
2538 
417 


NOMINAL ROLL 


Name. 


Dowdle, G. D, 


Doyle, T. C. 


y 
ER/S/Sgt. Drew, J. 
Pte. 


Driscoll, T 


C.Q.M.8. Drummond, W. HL 
229 ER/2/Cpl. Duck, W “a As 


Earle, F. D... 
Eastaway, E. D. L. 
Edds, E. H. ... 


Mdwar, Wise. 
Edmonds, T. H. 


Edwards, ©. F. M. . 


Edwards, G. 
Edwards, L. 
Edwards, R. T. 
Ellison, C. E. 
Elliott, J. .. 
Elliott, J. O. .. 
Biliot’, B,. Te... 
rae ee He 
rington, 
Elsmore, H. 
Elso, KE. .. 


* 


Enlistment. 
8th Rfts., 20/10/18 


-» 7th Rfts., 21/4/18 
-. 5th Rfts., 21/5/17 
- 8rd Rfts., 23/3/17 


4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


.. 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 
. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


.. 5th Rfts,, 21/5/17 
. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


ath Rfts., 2/7/18 
g., 6/6/16 


a a SR its., 16/3/17 
. Qnd Réts., 1/7/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 8th Réts., 19/6/18 


153 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


G, 26/5/18 
W., 5/6/17 


» 26/5/18 
W., 29/9/18 


W., 13/10/17 
W., 10/5/17 


D.O.W., 29/5/18 


W., 24/4/17 
5/4/18 
W., 14/10/17 


W., 23/4/17 


K.LA., 6/5/18 


.. 6th Réts., 21/5/17 G., 7/6/17 
.. 4th Rfts., 3/9/17 
.. 4th Rfts., 16/4/17 K.LA,, ey 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 6/9/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 w. "13/4/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 17/1/17 
29/9/18 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


Ist Réts., 24/11/16 
: Orig., 6/6/16 


. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
‘. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


. 2nd Rfts., 12/2/18 


Ist Rfts., 11/8/16 


|. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 


| 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


.. 4th Rfts., 
: Orig., 6/6/16 


16/3/17 


‘. Orig., 6/6/16 


Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


|) Orig., 6/6/16 


Ist Rits., 24/11/16 


K.1LA., 10/8/18 
2nd Tun. Co., 19/1/18 


W., 27/5/18 
W., 8/10/17 
W., 27/6/17 
W., 7/6/17 
W., 18/10/17 
5/4/18 
20/8/18 


G., 7/6/17 
, 26/5/18 
a 26/5/18 
W., 12/10/17 


W., 7/6/18 
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Regt’l. Rank. 
No. 
1139 Pte. 
3027 
18526 ,, 
2208 =, 
1528 ,, 
1627 
99 Bis 
1138 iy 
1140 Pte. 
2806 =x, 
a ss 
183 Cpl. 
1141 Pte, 
3028 =i, 
778 
2303'—C«s, 
100 L/Cpl. 
187 Sgt. 
2302 
ZEOL ss 
A145: <5 
iss ., 
Capt. 
779 Pte. 
2810 |. 
190 Spr. 
333a Pte. 
2550_ =Cé~4, 
3029 Si, 
1535S iss, 
mi”; 
i) a 
Lieut, 
2555 Pte, 
3524 9 
2742 
12 
63 S/Sgt. 
(1502) Lieut. 
780 Pte. 
29 ” 
423 , 
3279, 
1539 Dvr. 
2554 L/Cpl. 
3280 Pte. 
Page 175 


nla.obj-2934366355 


THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


Eyre Sieh aiths 
Elliget, W. F. . 
Fairclough, F. . 


Fairfull, G. xa 
Faller, x se 


Fankhauser, E, A. C. 


Fargie, A... . 
Farmer, D. A, . 
Farrar, D. E. . 
Farrell, Be ee 
Farrelly, J. H. 
Fea, J. 

Vennslly, P., MBE. 
Fenton, H a. 
Ferguson, A. 
Ferguson, GC. .. 
Ferguson, F, J... 
Ferguson, G. .. 
Ferguson, H. L. 
Ferguson, R. I. 
Ferrero, T. G. .. 
Fidler, W. .. 
Fife, J. M... 
Finch, L. H. 
Finch, R. A... 
Finegan, J. F. .. 
Finger, P. C. H. 
Fisher, C., M.M. 
Fisher, E. J. . 
Fisher, G. L. 
Fisher, T. R. .. 
Fitzgerald, B. .. 
Fitzpatrick, J. .. 


Flanagan, A. R. H. “i 
é ‘) 7th Rfts.,, 19/4/18 
| Orig., 6/6/16 


Flatley, C. L. .. 
Fleetwood, T. F. 


Fleming, W. J. B. .. 
. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 


Flenley, H. A. .. 


National Library of Australia 


Enlistment, 


Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 6th Rfts., 16/10/18 
. 2nd Rits., 24/11/16 

.. 8rd Rfts., 16/4 17 

.. 1st Rfts., 24/11/16 
. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


g., 6/6/16 


a Orig? 6/6/18 
|. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 5th PRtts., 9/4/17 


g., 6/6/16 


ie one 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 6th Rfts., 19/2/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 
3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 

.. 8rd Rfts., 22/2/17 
-. 3rd Rfts., 2/3/17 K.I.A,, 15/ 0/17 
- Orig., 6/6/16 


Fess .» 6/6/16 
,» 6/6/16 


; oa 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 5th Rfts., 16/3/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

. 42nd Bn., 23/11/16 


4th Rfts., 14/5/17 


.. 6th Rfts., 22/11/17 
"| Orig., 6/6/16 
| Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


|| 4th Rfts., 29/9/17 


4th Rfts., 21/5/17 


|| 8th Réts., 16/6/18 
’ 6th Bn., 10/3/18 


58th Bn., 22/11/16 


.. Orig, 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 


4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


W., 25/4/18 


W., 26/7/17 

G., 22/7/17 

D. of Il. 
8/1/17 


W., 2/4/17 
G., 28/5/17 


G., 9/2/18 
G., 27/5/18 


W., 11/6/17 


D.O.W., 23/8/18 


G., 3/1/17 
W., 29/9/18 


W., 2/6/17 
W., 22/4/17 
AL, 9/5/17 


D.A.D., 13/12/19 
K.LA., 18/10/17 


W., 6/9/17 
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Regt’l. Rank. Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
No. Casualty. 
2067a Pte. Flenley, S. F. .. .. 38th Bn., 22/11/16 W., 13/12/16 
24/8/18 
2/10/17 
(425) Lieut. Fletcher, A. R., M.I.D. Orig., 6/6/16 6/7/17 
28/7/17 
2225 Dvr. Fletcher, G. C... .. 87th Bn., 22/11/16 
1143 Pte. Flynn, J. C . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
7/6/17 
1142 ,, Foley, Daniel .. Orig., 6/6/16 
3282 Fone, G.H.. 4: 2. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 ia ie ee 
(1538) Lieut. Foote, R. J. V. . Orig., 6/6/16 27/2/17 
* 9/10/17 
2813 Pte. Ford, E.H. J... .. 5th Rfts., 16/3/17 
1537 L/Cpl. Ford, H. 8. -. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 16/6/18 
2299 Pte. Ford, J. .. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
1144, Ford, P. .. .. Org., 6/6/16 
101_ ,, Ford, P. C. Se, a vie Rfts., 24/11/16 W., 8/6/17 
2551 ,, Fordyce, T. B. -. 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 W., 7/6/17 
25 Sgt. Forrest, G... -» Orig., 6/6/16 
2204a Pte. Forster, A. -+ 38th Bn., 22/11/16 W., 28/7/17 
426, Foulkes, 8. .. Org. 6/6/16 
2552, Fowler, J. B. . 4th Rfts., 18/4/18 
193 SC, Fox, H. . Orig., 6/6/16 
WO 4g Fox, W.B. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
3030, Franklin, A. W. E. .. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 G., 27/5/18 
781 C.Q.M.S. Franklin, F. P. . Orig., 6/6/16 
13° Cpl. Freeman, A. R., “MM. Orig., 6/6/16 
233 Sgt. Fraser, D., MM. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 9/4/18 
8/8/18 
29/9/18 
54 ER/Cpl. Fraser, D. G. .. . Orig., 6/6/16 
2994 Pte. Fraser, J. MeD. - 6th Rits., 22/11/17 
3032, French, A. H. V. .. 6th Rfts., 27/11/17 K.1.A., 1/12/17 
“27 — oy French, H... . . Orig., 6/6/16 
2444 =z, French, T. .. .. 8rd Rits., 16/3/17 
2300 L/Cpl. Frith, P. .. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 G., 25/4/17 
194 MT Ps Fryatt, J. os Ose, , 6/6/16 
(3033) Lieut. Fuller, F. R. H. . 6th Rete, 3/9/17 
1084 Pte. — W. H., Orig., 6/6/16 
MM 
196 6, Fulton, W. McK. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
444, Fyfe, J. D., MM. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
196 C.S.M.  Fynney, W. L. M. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 26/4/17 
2309 sis, 3rd OR fts., 2/3/17 W., 8/6/17 
1083 Pte. Gaby, C. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 17/6/17 
1543S, Gallagher, P. .. .. Ist Rfts., 14/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
2558 sé, Gallagher, 8. F. . 4th Rfts., 12/10/17 G., 26/5/18 


Lieut. Gallop, C. C. 
430 L/Cpl. Galloway, W. .. 
197 Pte. Gammon, T. F. 
3034 —C, Gannaway, W. .. 
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7th Rfts., 7/2/18 


1. Orig. 6/6/16 K.L.A., 29/9/18 
‘! Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
: 6th Rfts.,, 21/5/17 K.LA., 24/5/17 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


156 
eg Rank. Name, 
0. 
1651 Pte. Gardiner, J. J. . 

TIOG .- 5 Gardner, E Wie 
JIGS) s Gardner, F. G. .. 
47884 Garraway, C. E, 

782 Dvr. Garraway, M. G. 
1152 Pte. Gaskell, R. nia 

198 L/Cpl. Gatens, G. T. 
2623a Pte Gaulton, F 

i Gay, W. L. M 

788. 5 Gay, W. T 
2561 =, Geard, H 
3035 L/Cpl. Gell, A 

126. 5, Gellatly, J. 

i! George, J. O 

1155, Gibbons, A. V. 
1147 Cpl. Gibbs, H. E., MM. 
2308 Pte. Gibbs, W.., Pap a 

Lieut. Giblin, L 
1157 Pte. Gibson, A... .. 

18 <>» Gibson, G. H. .: 
1168 sé, Gibson, H. 

788 Cpl. Gibson, J. C. .. 
2557 Pte. Giddings, a C. 
1858a T/Cpl. _— Gilbert, R. 

433 Sgt. Gilbert, W., OM. 
1148 Pte. Gildersleeves, H. 

199 Cpl. Giles, A. 5S... 

39 Pte. Gil, 2. Wiss. 
3036 —,, Gillet, A.B... 
2827a ,, Gillet, A. §. F. .. 

200 ,, Gilligan, T. L. .. 
3046a ,, Gimbert, A. J. 

431 ,, Gimbert, J. P. .. 
61334 _,, Gleeson, J. J. .. 

zi. 5 Glenister, N. R. 
202. =, Godfrey, H. P. L. .. 
1541 _ ,, Goldie, H. R. .. 
2517 Goodall, J. 

1068 _ =, Goode, G. P ° 

102 Goode, J. G. ‘ 
2309 i. Goode, 8. A. .. 

i Goodger, C 
3529 i, Goodes, J. H 

435 Sgt Goodman, J. C 

438 Pte Goodman, R 
2858a _,, Goodman, W. 
7492a Goodwin, H. §. C. 
(790) Lieut. Gordon, D 4 
1149 Pte. Gordon, W. B. .. 
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+ Orig., 6/6/16 

++. Orig., 6/6/16 

+» Orig., 6/6/16 

-» 6th Rfs., 8/11/17 
- 44th Bn., 8/11/17 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty, 

-- Ist Rfts., 14/9/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 @, 26/5/17 
- Orig., 6/6/16 +» 4/6/17 
w, "17/6/17 

+» 41st Bn., 9/12/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
- Orig., 6/6/16 W., 17/6/17 
W., 27/5/18 
- Orig., 6/6/16 G., 27/5/18 
W., 22/8/18 

-» 2nd Pnr. Bn., 13/7/17 

. Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.Me., 9/7/16 
- Orig., 6/6/16 W., 11/6/17 


.. 4th Rfts, 16/3/17 D.O.W, 7/6/17 
. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


-» Orig., 6/6/16 W., 22/8/18 
- Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/10/17 

oe 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 

: a heey 16/3/17 

a » 6/6/16 K.1L.A., 31/12/16 

és one: 6/6/16 
-» Orig., 6/6/16 W., 10/6/17 
-» Orig., 6/6/16 G., 25/5/18 

-» Orig., 6/6/16 
- 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 5/10/17 


2nd Rits., 19/11/16 
. Orig. 6/6/16 
K.LA., 4/6/17 


- Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
++ 13th Bn., 12/3/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 14/4/18 
++ 89th ’Bn., 18/11/16 W., 8/6/17 
- Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
-- Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
-» 8&th Rfts., 21/5/17 
.» 61st Bn., 14/9/17 
- Orig., 6/6/16 
3rd Rfts., 2/3/17 W., 8/6/17 
1/10/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
- 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 26/5/18 
- Orig., 6/6/16 W., 27/6/17 
++ Ist Pnr. Bn., 10/11/18 
: 6th Bn., 10/3/18 W., 29/9/18 
-» Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 
Gornalle, R. M. 


Graeber, W. C. L. 


Graham, A, 


Graham, G. McC. 


Graham, J. J. 
Graham, W. J. 
Grainger, F. 


Grant, C. G. HL 


Grant, H. 
Grant, ps ee 
Grant, M. . 
Gray, A. G. 
Gray, E. G. 


Gray, E. J. A. me 
Gray, 8 J. BR. 


Gray, G. W., M.M. 


Gray, G. W. 
Gray, J. 
Grayhurst, F. 


Gunning, A. M. 

Guyett, W. B. .. 
Greathead, H. .. 
Greaves, A. H. .. 


Green, J. G. 


Greenfield, | G. A. 


Greenland, J. 


Greenland, 6. 
Greentree, H. J. 


Greggor, H. L 


Greig, W. W. .. 
Greske, C. T. F. 


Grey, F. P. 


Griffith, W. H. 
. Griffiths, W. J... 


Griffiths, J. 


Griffiths, J .O. .. 


"! ath Rfts., 16/3/17 


* 6th Rfts., 21/5/17 


i Orig., 


"* 49nd Bn., 21/11/16 
‘| 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
: 6th Rfts., 7/2/18 DOW "97/8/18 


157 


Nature of 


Enlistment. 
Casualty. 


Orig., 6/6/16 


. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 ae» 23/8/18 


1) Orig., 6/6/16 yy QT/12/1T 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 24/4/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 27/6/17 


.. 6th Rfts., 19/2/18 
.. 2nd Pnr. Bn., 2/4/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


D.O.W., 14/7/17 


| Orig., 6/6/16" W., 25/4/17 
7th Bn., 24/3/18 D.0.W., 6/9/18 

. Tth Réts., 24/3/18 G., 27/5/18 
Inj 28/9/18 

. Orig., 6/6/16 7/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 


Tun. Co., 12/3/18 W., 22/8/18 


". Ist Réts., 24/11/16 


8th Rfes., 19/6/18 


". Orig., 6/6/16 


6th Rfts., 14/10/17 


"6th Rfts., 14/10/17 


Orig., 6/6/ 16 


"* 3rd Rfts., 23/3/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
G., 25/4/18 
6th Rfts., 20/10/18 


"" Orig., 6/6/16 


10th M.G.C., 22/2/17 


Ist Rfts., 2/9/16 G., 30/9/18 


** 4th Rfts., 3/9/17 
" Orig., 6/6/16 


6th Rfts., 19/2/18 


‘. Orig., 6/6/16 
; ae Rfts., 25/9/17 


, 6/6/16 


i Poh ’Bn., 22/11/16 


8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
W., 7/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 
Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


Ist Rfts., Ho fag ba 
W., 9/2/18 


po 7/6/17 
» 7/6/1T 


6/6/16 
5th Rits., 18/12/17 


38th Bn., 21/4/17 +5 7/6/17 
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Regt’l. Rank Name, 
No. 
1159 Pte. Hall ©. Bossa ae 
804, Hall, H. D. wai pate 
3048 SC, Hall, P. J. 
tt Hallam, R. J. 
1550a ,, Hamilton, A. 
2566 ,, Hamilton, J. 
3049 , Hamlett, F. 
807 Hamlyn, R. D. 
2325 T/R.Q.M.S. Hammond, C. G. 
1545 Pte. Hammond, E. C. 
253a 4, Hammond, 15 6 
3160: Hammond, W. 
206 Cpl. Hammond, W. a. 5 
1550 T/Sgt. Hannaford, H., M.M. 
2319 Pte, Hannan, H. J. & 
207 Cpl. Hannan, J. M. 
2074a Pte. Hannus, H. 
806 ,, Hansen, R. N. : 
1555 T/Sgt. Hansford, R. G. .. 
31 Cpl. Hardidge, J. ,.. .. 
208 Harding, J. cal es 
2567 Pte. Harkin, H. ae 
Gy Harper, T. 
451 » Harrington, F, Ww. 
108 Harris, A. E. .. 
1554 Cpl. Harris, A. J. . 
2316 Pte. Harris, E. E., MM.. 
209 Cpl. Harrison, C, H. 
2311 Pte. Harrison, G. L, 
1848a _ ,, Harrison, J. E. L. .. 
3287 _—é,, Hartshorn, H. H. 
210 ~(«, Harvey, J. J. 
104a Harvey, N. 
(1877) Lieut. Harvey, W. W., 
M.L.D. - 
808 Pte. Haseler, H. Ww. 
Le 5 Hau tad, Pp. F 
1561) -<55 Hawkins, C. FM SF 
Si) Hawkins, P. J.. 
S/Capt. Hawkins, 8S. W., “MAC. 
2823 Pte. Hay, H. 
105 Cpl. Hayball, R., MM. 
2313 L/Cpl. Haynes, F. A. .. 
o314 Pree Minto 
8096 Meaty, Sas ae: es 
(440) Lieut. Heard, G. BH. 4. 
a Pte. — F. W. 
” edgeock, PB, . 
810 Sgt. Heenan, J. en ase 
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Enlistment. 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
6th Rfts., 19/2/18 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 22nd Bn., 12/1/18 
.. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 


1. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
‘. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
.35th Bn. 18/11/16 


- Orig., 6/6/16 D. 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


Ist Rfts., 24/1/16 


.. 8rd Rfts., 16/4/17 
.. Orig., 
. 41st Bn., 22/11/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 


. 4th Rfts., 16/4/17 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 


+ Orig. 6/6/16 


Ist Rfts., 2/9/16 
3rd Rfts., 21/5/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 


; 3rd Rfts., 2/3/17 


37th Bn., 29/1/18 
7th Rfts., 12/3/18 


x Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/1 


6 
5th Pnr. Bn., 8/3/17 


"! Orig., 6/6/16 
: Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 


g 
.. 5th Rfts., 16/4/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


-. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
- 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 7th Rfts., 12/3/18 
: Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


K.L.A., 22/8/18 
G., 26/5/18 
W., 19/10/17 


W., 1/10/18 
of i: 24/12/16 


W., 10/6/17 
22/8/18 


W., 10/10/17 


G., 7/6/17 
W., 22/8/18 
W., 10/6/17 


29/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 


W., 1/6/18 


W., 5/10/17 
5/9/18 


W., 1/10/18 
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Regt’l. Rank. Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
0. Casualty. 
2323 Pte. Heffernan, R. J. .. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
11G2 gz, Beigndk Pe oval as CEs 6/6/16 
71 L/Cpl. Helm, A. E., M.M. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 15/10/17 
669 Pte. Henderson, i: L. .. M.G. Rfts., 19/2/18 
2s22 i, Henderson, J. MeN. . 5th Rfts., 22/11/17 G., 25/5/18 
1553 Henderson, V. J. .. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 W., 7/6/17 
(571) Lieut, on H. W., 38rd D. Hars., 16/6/18 
3292 Pte. Henry, J. . 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
796 Sgt. Heritage, T. W., MM. Orig., 6/6/16 
3673 Pte. Herring, R aG Sth Rfts., 9/6/18 W., 22/8/18 
797 = Pte. Hetherington, J. : Orig, 6/6/16 
798 L/Cpl. Hethorn, C. N., Orig. 6/6/16 W., 28/8/18 
450a Pte. Hewett, H. aie Orig., 6/6/16 
ae Hewston, H. E. . Orig., 6/6/16 
2320 =i, Heywood, R. J. . 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
1654 ,, Hickey, E. J. -» Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 W., 4/10/17 
G., 26/5/18 
W., 1/10/18 
2215a ,, Hickey, J. P. 38th Bn., 22/11/16 
1621 .,, AL J. ws ee ce AG Rites SET IG 
iis 3 Hillstone, H. H. . Orig. , 6/6/16 W., 16/4/17 
188] _,, Hincheliffe, L. A... ond ‘Rits., 3/9/17 
1839, Hinchey, D. J... .. 41st Bn, 21/2/17 W., 10/6/17 
4311 ... w Hindmarsh, H. N. P. Ist Pnrs., 3/11/18 
799 L/Sgt. Hine, Eis os “Ori 6/6/16 
3294 Pte. Hislop, A. D. .. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 D.O. = 21/2/19 
800, Hislop, W. «0 SERS 6/6/ 16 - 6/9/18 
218 Hislop, W. J. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
2324 =, Hiteheock, C. V. de P. 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 10/12/17 
26/5/18 
1163 Cpl. Hoare, P. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
801 Pte. Hobbs, G. T. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 10/7/17 
! 6/9/18 
Pee) igs Hobbs, W. C. H. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 
3375a ,, Hobby, H. G. .» 80th Bn., 31/10/17 
216 Hobby, R. «+s Ori, 6/6/16 
2574 «Cs, Hodgins, A : ba Rits., 16/3/17 
1551 Dvr Hodgson, E AY g., 6/6/16 
907a Pte Hodgson, F. W < ni Bn, 12/2/18 
1552 _—C, Hodgson, R. s«, at Rits., 24/11/16 W., 7/6/17 
3053 _—Cé, - Hodson, A. -. 6th Rfts., 21/5/17 
SRG... ¢ Hoe, A .. 8rd Rfts., 1/5/17 W., 27/6/17 
4/6/17 
574 Cpl Hoey, D. P. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
2312 Pte. Hogan, T. J. . 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 2/6/17 
1/7/17 
22/8/18 
444 ,, Holland, H. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/6/17 
2568 Holloway, R. W. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 7/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 
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Regt’l. Rank 
No. 
805 Pte. 
106_—Cé, 
453 ,, 
443, 
1087 Sgt. 
3050 Pte. 
439 , 
1165 Dvr. 
1166 Pte. 
(217) Lieut. 
Capt 
2575 Pte. 
ire 
1661 T/S 
2322 L/Cpl 
452 
1172, 
803, 
3297 
1880, 
2318 ,, 
5G 
2326 —, 
2422 .—C, 
441 C.S.M. 
447 Sgt. 
446 Pte. 
1546 L/Cpl 
3057 2% 
7s 6, 
218° 
219 
£20 , 
1168 =, 
al. 4 
2570 4 
2564 =, 
(131) Lieut. 
1170 L/Cpl, 
1169 Pte. 
3537, 
3631 =, 
5789, 
3052S, 
i + Ga 
Chap. 
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Hopkins, R. B. 
Hopkins, W. ae 


‘| Orig., 6/6/16 


Horder, G. J., D.O.M. 


Horne, T. C 


Horner, A, G. 


Horscroft, A. 
Horwood, G 


Hosking, H. D... 


Hough, J. .. 


Houston, J. C. 4 
Howard, L. F. . 


Howarth, T. 


Howden, F. E. i 
Howden, G. R. 


Howell, A. B. .. 
Howell, A. F. .. 


Hoy, J. 


Hudson, A. A. G. 


Hughes, C. J. 


Hughes, E. H. .. 
Hughes, F, R. 


Hughes, J... 


Hughes, M. F. .. 
Hughes, T. V. .. 
Humphries, A. .. 
Humphries, T. .. 


Hunt, C. V. 


Hutchison, A. G, 
Huthnance, J. F. G. 


.. 6th Rfts., 21/5/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
Orig., 6/6/16 

lst Rits., 24/11/16 K.LA., 6/9/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

K.LA., 15/10/17 
6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


’ Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
eis W., 13/4/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
” Orig., 6/6/16 
’ 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
'* Ist Rits, 24/11/16 W., 13/4/18 
’ 3rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
" Orig., 6/6/16 
’ Orig. 6/6/16 G., 4/6/17 
W., 22/8/18 
.. Orig. 6/6/16 
’ qth Rfts. 19/2/18 ALL, 6/9/18 
|) Qnd.-Rfts., 1/5/17 
* 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 4/10/17 
29/9/18 
G., 26/5/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
’ ard Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 5/6/17 
29/9/18 


3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 G., 26/5/18 


. Orig., 6/6/1 W., 6/5/17 
9/7/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 1/7/17 
6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 9/4/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 25/4/18 
4th Rfts., 1/5/17 


G., 10/6/17 
4th Rfts., 23/10/17 
Orig. ee 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

8th Rfts., 14/7/18 
8th Rfts, 9/6/18 
Ist Pnrs., 20/10/18 


W., 30/6/17 


AL, 18/10/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
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Regt’l. Rank. Name Enlistment. Nature of 
0. Casualty. 
2569 Pte. Hyde, F. .. 4th Rfts., N.T.O.S. 
442 Set. Hynes, T. R . Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 7/6/17 
a Hennessy, F. J Ist Rfts., 25/9/17 K.LA., 29/7/18 
2578 Pte Ind, G -. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
3540 Ingram, A. H. B . 8th Rfts., 20/10/18 
2395a ,, Ingham, R, P. -. 4th Pnrs., 22/11/17 
2395b_ ,, Ingham, E. H .. 8rd M.G.C., 20/1/18 
221 Dvr. Ingram, A. H .. Orig., 6/6/16 KA. 3/1/17 
812 Pte. Ingrams, P. T. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 10/6/17 
K.LA, 6/9/18 
2576 =, Inman, D. § - 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
3298 _ =i, Ireland, V. A. 7th Rits., 19/2/18 W., 16/7/18 
454 § Irvine, A. C., D. CM, Orig., 6/6/16 
3056 Pte Irving, A.N.G. .. 6th Rfts. 12/10/17 
MeO). 5 Irving, W. -. «+ Orig., 6/6/16 
222 ~—(C Irwin, . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/4/17 
3054 L/Cpl Fale 8. ws i 6th Rits., 3/9/17 , 
3492a Pte Ive, H. E. .. . 4th Pnrs., 22/11/17 W., 6/9/18 
3055 _—séi,, Ivemy, G. . 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
3413, Jackson, A.R. 8S. .. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
107 L/Cpl Jackson, C, 8. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 2/8/18 
2582 Pte. Jackson, F. R -. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
813, Jackson, J. » Orig. 6/6/16 
108 Cpl. Jackson, J. P.N. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 1/10/18 
458 T/Cpl Jacobs, C. J.. M.M. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
2581 Dvr. Jacobs, W. .. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
1181 Pte. Jacobsen, T. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
D.O.W., 29/9/18 
1850a _ ,, Jacobson, C. . 4lst Bn., 22/11/16 W., 13/12/16 
358a L/Cpl. James, A. .. 5th Bn,, 5/2/18 
1662 Pte James, A, .. s« Est Rfts., 16/4/17 
ay James, A. J. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/7/17 
814 James, F. . Orig., 6/6/16 
(223) Lieut, James, J. H,, MM. & pti 6/6/16 W., 15/10/17 
1 Bar 17/4/18 
6828a Pte. James, P. B . 2lst Bn., 8/7/18 W., 22/8/18 
3632 L/Cpl. James, P. M 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 G., 1/10/18 
2089 Pte. James, W.,M.M._ .. 37th Bn., 22/11/16 
2583, James, W. E .. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 9/4/18 
12387 x, Jamieson, D .. 2nd A.S.HL, 29/12/16 D.L., "24/3/17 
2445 =, Jamieson, o>» “Ord wits, 16/3/17 G., 8/6/17 
18494 _,, Jamieson, T. . 4ist Bn.,. 22/11/16 Ww. 5/6/17 
D.O.W., 30/9/18 
S16. Jaques, F. C. . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/6/17 
24/4/18 
$15. , Jaques, H. C. . Orig., 6/6/16 
3541, Jarvis, H. H. .. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
462 «Cs, ee aia F. Orig., 6/6/ 16 W., 7/6/18 
kK 
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= Rank. 
0. 


(455) Lieut. 
224 Pte. 

3059, 

1558 
456 1. 


2427 
226 5 
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THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


Name, 


Jeays, J. E. 8. 
Jefferis, R. W. .. 
Jenkinson, J. .. 
Johnson, E. A. B. 
Johnson, J. C. .. 
Johnson, 8S. , 
Johnson, S. 
Johnson, W. 


Johnston, W. 
Johnston, J. 
Johnston, W. 
Jones, A. .. 
Jones, A, M. 
Jones, D. J. 
Jones, 


Keath, G. W. W. 


Keating, H. 


Keatinge 
MC. 


“ & &, 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 24/4/18 
. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
.. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 22/8/18 
.. 8rd Rfts., 21/5/17 G., 1/10/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 2/6/17 
7/6/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 7th Rfts., 27/4/18 G., 27/5/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/1 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 17/6/17 
.. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 W., 6/5/18 
.- Ist Pnrs., 3/11/18 
6th Rfts., 12/10/17 W., 6/9/18 


8 
D.O.W., 18/2/18 


W., 1/12/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 27/6/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 


"* dst Rfts., 24/11/16 
" 3rd Rits., 16/3/17 


W., 4/6/17 
1/10/18 


5th Rfts., 21/5/17 


_ Orig,, 6/6/16 
' 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


2nd Rfts., 14/11/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 

8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

5th Rfts., 21/5/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 

Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

3rd Rfts., 16/3/17 


K.L.A., 27/6/17 
W., 14/10/17 


G., 5/6/17 


W., 4/6/17 


D.L., 26/1/18 
W., 19/10/17 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 


Kercher, J. 
Kerr, D. 
err, 2. _.0% 
Key, W. H. 
Kick, A. E. 
Kick, W. G. 
Kiely, M. .. 


Kilburn, 8. E. .. 


Enlistment, 


- 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 


Kilpatrick, D. C., i 


D.C.M. .. 


Kinghorn, M. L. 
Kiniry, J. G. . 
Kirk, B. L. 
Gy Sa OS Pe 
Kirkwood, W. .. 
Kirwan, M. J. .. 
Knight, J. L. R. 
Knight, 8. G. .. 
Knight, W. H. .. 


Knox, D.M. .. 
Bnew Ps .. 4's 
Knuckey, H. F. 
Kocaj, By Ps 
Krausman, N. .. 
Kroschel, C. H. 
Kruse, A. F, 
Kyle, J. E. 


Laidlaw, G. 


Lake, J. R. Pe 
Lambden, R. F, 
Lane, John as 
Langdon, W. F, 
Lange, A... .. 


.. 5th Rfts., 12/10/17 
.. 4th Rfts, 16/3/17 
: 39th Bn., 18/11/16 


Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


:. Orig. 6/6/16 
: Orig., 6/6/16 


Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 


.. Orig. 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


Ist Pnrs., 20/10/18 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


-. Orig., 6/6/16 

-. 6th Rfts., 19/2/18 
-» 6th Rfts., 8/11/17 
-» 2nd Tun. Co., 17/4/17 W., 29/9/18 
-» Orig., 6/6/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 


. 5th Rfts., 21/5/17 


.. 8rd Rfts.. 9/4/17 


Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


:. 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


-» 4th Pnrs., 2/7/18 
-» Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
-- 5th Rfts., 21/1/18 
- Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


: Qnd Rfts., 7/2/17 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 


. 42nd Bn., 22/11/16 


.. 7th Rfts., 10/3/18 

.. 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 

.. 6th Rfts., 19/2/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


163 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


W., 3/2/17 
7/10/17 
W., 11/6/17 


G., 26/5/18 
W., 7/6/18 
G., 26/5/18 
W., 22/8/18 


W., 24/11/17 


4/6/17 


G., 26/5/18 
W., 12/4/18 


A.L.,8/9/17 
G., 7/6/17 


G., 30/9/18 


W., 17/6/17 


G., 28/7/17 


W., 10/10/17 
K.LA., 4/6/17 
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(112) Lieut. 
829 Pte. 


- 
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Name. 


Langgaard, J. T. 


Lanigan, T. 
La Peyre, V. 


Larkin, H. W....- . 
Larsen, A. J. V. V. . 


Law; Be se 
Laurence, H. 


Lawrence, J. MM. & 


Lett, W. L 


Lewis, M. H. if 


Lewis, R. W. 


A Orig., 


Enlistment. Nature of 

Casualty. 

. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/4/17 
. 6/6/16 
a Orig., 6/6/16 

. 8th Rfts., fade 

. Orig., 6/ /6/16 W., 27/6/17 

12/10/17 

9/2/18 

6/9/18 


. 8rd Rfts., 23/3/17 D.O.W., 7/5/17 


.. th Rfts., 12/4/18 
|. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


G., 26/5/18 
W., 9/5/18 


.. 2/Pnr. Bn., 26/8/18 
.. Orig., pope 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. 5th Rfts., 21/5/17 


K.LA., 5/6/17 


'. Orig. 6/6/16 


; Orig, 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


4th Rfts., 21/5/17 


W., 7/6/17 


W., 18/7/17 
Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 D.O.W., 7/7/17 


-. 2nd Pnrs., 25/10/16 G., 25/4/17 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
: oe +» 6/6/16 W., 6/5/18 
... Orig., 6/6/16 
. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 W., 18/7/18 
. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 7/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 


Lewtas, H. R., M.M... 


Lia, M., M.M. .. 
Limbom, P. H. 


Limmer, W. W. 

Lindley, J. R. 

ae J Eis 
M.I.D. 


Li H.W. N, 
Little, Fat, 


Littlewood, C. H. 
Lloyd, G. T. A... 


National Library of Australia 


: Ne 
M.C., 


‘MM. 


Orig., 6/6/16 W., 30/12/16 


M. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 
K.LA., 22/818 
.. lst Rfts., 24/11/16 W., 15/2/18 
K.LA., 29/9/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 A.L., 3/5/17 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 22/8/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 30/9/18 
, 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/5/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.W., 22/8/18 
.. 8th Rfts., 19/6/18 Inj 29/9/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 1/5/17 
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Regt’l. Rank 
0. 
1196 Pte 
2592 +5, 
3557 sy, 
835, 
252 Cpl. 
3558 Pte. 
3068 _ =, 
2337 55 
836, 
3072, 
253 
2340 =, 
2598_ —=é,, 
2339 =i, 
3074, 
2343 —Ci,, 
475 MT 
468 L/ 
3236 
2342 Spr 
ye) 5 as 
2608 _ =, 
254 
2843 ,, 
853 L/Cpl. 
76 Sgt. 
2840 Pte. 
5800 ,, 
482 ” 
180a Spr. 
260la Pte. 
2903a ,, 
255 
2841 Pte. 
2362 —Cé,, 
3319, 
3315- (53 
1214 , 
257 ” 
5806, 
Major 
3320 Spr. 
485 Pte. 
490 , 
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Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
Lokki, J. .. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
Lomax, G. W. .. . 4th Rfts., 16/4/17 
Long, R. J. .. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
Longford, E. - Orig., 6/6/16 W., 3/6/17 
5/10/17 
9/2/18 


Lonie, H. D., D.C.M. . 


Macfie, N. P. . 
Machejefski, J... 
Mackey, J. C. 
Mackie, A. 
a 
Macklin, H 


Macpherson, A. ee 


Madden, A. J.. 


Mailer, 
Mainey, cg . 
Maitland, D. .. 
Malam, I. =e 

i ae Nal 
Malone, J... 


: 3rd Rits., 20/2/17 


|. Brd Rfts., 20/2/17 


.. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
: 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


* pach  Rits., 9/4/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 
. 8th Rfts., 24/6/18 
6th Rfts., 3/9/18 
W., 24/11/17 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
. 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 W., 15/10/17 
+. Orig, 6/6/16 

. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 7/5/17 
.. 4th Rfts., 10/1/18 

~. ord Rits., 20/2/17 

. 6th Rfts., 21/5/17 


G., 26/5/18 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
G., 26/5/18 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 4th Rfts., 1/5/17 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 13/10/17 
.. 5th Rfts., 9/4/17 W., 18/10/17 
Orig, 6/6/16 

, 6/6/16 


is pe Rfts., 8/11/17 


Ist Pnrs., 29/10/18 
. Orig. ., 6/6/16 
Ist Stun. Co., 18/3/18 


.. 48rd Bat., 20/11/17 
; 4 Pars. 27/11/17 


ig., 6/6/16 K.1.A., 29/5/17 


- 8rd Rfts., 12/10/17 


1. ‘Ith Rfts., 12/3/18 
. Orig., 6/6/1 


Orig., 6/6/16 


a Orig, 6/6/16 
. Ist Pnrs., 20/10/18 


. AAM.C., 23/11/16 


mK 7th eer 12/3/18 


, 6/6/16 


se One 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 W., 15/10/17 


‘| BraRfts., 20/2/17 
.. Orig. 6/6/16 


166 
— Rank. 
0. 
854 Pte. 
855 Pte, 
258 Cpl. 
(856) 2/Lieut. 
259 Set. 
3138, 
1935a Pte. 
2610 |, 
1 re 
260 
3075 L/Cpl. 
1634 Pte. 
26k 
858, 
559 Dvr. 
3323 Pte. 
860, 
2842 =O, 
1618, 
BIO “5, 
476 MT/Dvr 
2436 Pte. 
2682 Spr 
1570 Pte 
2618 ,, 
3076, 
1635 L/S, 
262 Aig 
TO. --., 
4729a Cpl. 
15 Dvr. 
1526 Cpl. 
1199 L/Cpl. 
2609 Pte. 
Lt.-Col. 
2357 Pte. 
oy 6, 
4840a ,, 
3326, 
2356, 
3659, 
a 
263 _—C,, 
1200 »” 
S85 5 
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Name, 


Malone, P. J. .. 


Malthouse, F, W. 
Manallack, W. F. 
Manders, F. A. 


Mann, E. E., M.M. . 


Manning, B. 8. 


Marriner, H. H. 
Marriott, C. FE. 


Marsden, F, G. 
Marsh, A. C. .. 
Marsh, C. .. 
Marsh, T. J... 
Marshall, J. W. 
Marshall, W. J. S. 


Martin, S. .. 
Martyn, C. W. 
Marven, A. E. 


Martin, ’R. J. M. 
Mather, L. F. §., 

Dw ise | as 
Matheson, W. .. 
Mathieson, J. M. 


National Library of Australia 


:. Orig. 6/6/16 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 6th Rfts. 21/5/17 


.» Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 8rd Rfts., 16/4/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

.. 69th Bn., 8/11/17 D.O.W., 22/8/18 
. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 D,O.1., 25/10/18 
.. 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 


:. Orig. 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig. 6/6/16 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 16/12/17 
2/7/17 
G., 10/6/17 
W., 14/8/17 
K.LA., 17/11/17 
-. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/10/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 4/3/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 

. 6th Rfts., 25/9/17 W., 12/10/17 
24/8/18 

.. 59th Bn., 9/2/18 
. 4th Rfts., 16/4/17 W., 25/7/18 


KLA., 18/7/18 


Ist Rfts., 14/11/16 


vd Orig., 6/6/16 
- Orig., 6/6/16 


. W., 23/2/17 
+» Orig., 6/6/16 

: Jth Rfts., 10/5/18 G., 27/5/18 

=a K.1.A., 22/8/18 

W., 23/8/18 


5th Rfts., 21/5/17 W., 19/10/17 


Ist Rfts., 12/10/17 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 2nd A.G.H., 14/9/17 


4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
Ist Rfts., 14/11/16 


G., 26/5/18 


: 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 K.1.A., 29/9/18 


. 6th Rfts., 24/3/18 " W., 22/8/18 
.» Ist Rfts., 29/1/17 G., 26/5/18 
.. Orig. 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 24th Bn., 29/1/17 

. Orig., 6/6/16 6/6/17 


Ist Rfts., 12/10/17 D.O. Ww 31/5/18 


.. Orig. 6/6/16 
. 4th Rfts, N.T.OS. 


Ist D.Engrs., 3/12/17‘ K., 23/1/19 
W., 9/6/17 


G., 1/6/17 


6th Rits., 19/2/18 
K.LA., 2/6/18 
W., 17/6/17 
K.LA., 27/6/17 
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Regt’l. Rank 
No. 
489 Pte. 
73 L/Cpl. 
1569 Pte. 
483 , 
352 Dvr. 
1208 Pte. 
141i» 
2845 =, 

7 Sgt. 
2613 Pte. 
3560 sy, 
3327 ss 

847 ” 
478 Spr. 
44 Pte. 
525a 
1209 
2848a Spr. 
3328 Pte. 
Lieut. 
4138 Pte. 
3078 yy 
487 L/Cpl. 
2995 Pte. 
3330 =, 
270 
$331 ,, 
271 Cpl. 
2431 Pte. 
848 Sgt. 
2612 Pte. 
2849, 
3081 ,, 
6542a ,, 
1077 Cpl. 
3079 Pte. 
849 Set. 
1577 Pte. 
3566, 
2851 , 
3283a ,, 
491 » 
1582, 
3332 
93 Sgt. 
3266a Pte. 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 


May; J; . « 
Maybin, C. x, 
Mayer, F. J. 
Mays, G. W. 
Meade, J. R. .. 
Medlin, W. R. .. 
Meehan, - L. 
Meerin, R.. 
Mehegan, hs. J., “MM. 
Meinardi, W. N. $ 
Mellor, E. D. 
Mennie, D... 
Mercer, H... 
Metealf, D. 
Meyers, J. G. 
Mitchell, C. 


Michell, F. iva 
Metcher, C. T. .. 


Middleditch, A. FE, .. 
.. 8th Rfts., 5/5/18 


Middleton, A. 
Middleton, F. .. 
Mildwaters, G. 8. Vv. 
Miller, A. E. 
Miller, C. 
Miller, G. 
Miller, H. 
R. 
8. 


owen) 


Miller, : 
Miller, 


Q 


Miller, W. C. 
Mills, A. .. 
Mills, A. V. 


Mills, C. A. 
Mills, E. G. 
Mills, G. A. 
Mills, H. H. 
Mills, J. R. 
Mills, W. A. 


Millsom, A. T. 
Milton, G. W. .. 
Minjoy, J. W. .. 


Minocks, W. Rs 
Minor, P. ; 
Mills, W. .. 
Mitchell, A. 


Mitchell, B. F.,  MM.Ori 


Mitchell, Cc. D. 


Enlistment. 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Ast Rfts., 24/11/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Grig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


yoo hago 8/11/17 
, 6/6/16 
teh eRfts., 8/5/17 


. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
.. 7th Rfts., 15/3/18 
.» Orig. 6/6/16 

. Orig., 6/6/16 

. Orig., / 

. 39th Bn., 18/11/16 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 5th Rfts., 21/5/17 


6/6/16 


7th Rfts., 12/3/18 


ist Pnrs., 10/11/18 
6th Rfts., 3/9/17 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 


7th Rfts., 9/6/18 


: Orig., 6/6/16 


7th Rfts., 19/2/18 


:) Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 8rd Rfts., 2/3/17 
.. Orig., 
. 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


6/6/16 


.-5th Rfts,, 12/10/17 
..6th Rfts., 12/10/17 
-- 11th Bn., ote 
.-Orig., 6/6/16 

.- 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 

. Orig., 
8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
. 5th Rfts,, 21/5/17 


32nd Bn., 20/11/17 


6/6/16 


-» 6/6/ 
..29th Bn,, 19/2/18 


167 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


G., 25/5/18 


G., 2/10/18 


W., 8/6/17 


D.O.W., 22/12/16 


Ws 22/4/17 
, 8/6/17 


D.L, 19/2/19 


W., 30/8/18 


W., 7/5/17 


G., 27/5/18 
Ww. 22/8/18 
W., 22/8/18 


W., 26/7/17 
15/8/18 
29/9/18 

G., 26/5/18 


W., 6/6/17 
12/7/17 
W., 7/6/17 


G., 26/5/18 
W., 29/9/18 
G., 26/5/18 
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Regt’l. Rank Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
0. Casualty. 
3082 Pte. Mitchell, C. J... ..6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
1210, Mitchell, J. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
1213, Mitchell, J. P. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 20/4/18 
486 L/Cpl, Mitchell, W. C. R. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
272 Pte. Mitchem, G, J... ..Orig., 6/6/16 
273 Cpl. Molan, T. L. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
1568 Moline, L. P. .. ..1st Rfts., 10/7/16 
850 Sgt. Mollison, A. K., M.M. Orig., 6/6/16 
851 Pte. Monteith, D.C... ..Orig., 6/6/16 
274 Sgt. Moodie, FE. -. .Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
W., 19/6/18 
1204 Pte, Mooney, T. J . Orig,, 6/6/16 W., 6/5/18 
1964a ,, Moore, A --13th LT ey 1/7/17 
1575, Moore, C. E --Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 W., 13/5/17 
852 Set. Moore, G. H --Orig., 6/6/16 W., 1/6/17 
3333 Pte. Moore, H. E. .. ..7th Rfts,, 20/10/18 
1574, Morgan, G. A... ..Orig., 6/6/16 
862 ER/2/CpL Moriarty,T. .. . -Orig., 6/6/16 We a 
481 Pte. Morley, E... . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 30/7/17 
G., 7/6/18 
1211 Dvr. Morphett, H. J. . Orig., 6/6/16 
480 Pte. orris, H... .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
5808, Morris, J. A. .. ..1st Pnrs., 20/10/18 
2359 § Morrison, A. 8S. .. 3rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
3577a Pte. Morrison, W. H. .,2nd Pnrs., 29/3/18 
2358 =i, Morrissey, W.H. ..3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
2846, Morton, G. -. .5th Rfts,, 8/5/17 W., 7/6/17 
l75a ,, Morton, J. C. ..  ..39th Bn., 18/11/16 
2616 L/Cpl. Mossop, H. R. .. ..4th Rfts., 4/4/17 Ye rene 
» 6/9, 
16lla Spr, Mossop, 8S. +» «22nd Bn., 10/12/17 
3336 Pte. Mountford, A... ..7th Rfts., 18/4/18 
2750 =, Moyle, A. J. ..7th Bn., 7/10/16 G., 27/5/18 
20° Moyle, T. A. . Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
W., 29/9/18 
i an Mudd, H. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
21l6a ,, Muir, W. J. ..42nd Bn,, 22/11/16 
2363_—Ci,, Muleahy, M. J ..8rd Rfts,, 16/3/17 
278 Sgt. Mullinder, A ..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
1206 Pte. Mullane, G. A. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
484, Mullen, J. J. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
1205 Spr. Mullenger, W. E. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
256 Pte. Mumford, H. M._ ..Orig., 6/6/16 
2850 L/Cpl. Mundle, FE. B., M.M. .5th Rfts., 21/5/17 G., 26/5/18 
1637 Pte. Mundy, W. J... ..1st Rfts., 14/6/16 W., 6/9/18 
864, Munro, R. D --Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
Lieut. Muntz, A. J --4th Rfts., 12/10/17 W., 18/7/18 
2611 Pte, Muntz, W. I, --4th Rfts,, 13/7/17 
(479) Lieut. Munro, E. E. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
1704a Pte. Murfett, C. A... ..6th Bn,, 21/8/18 
3567 i, Murfett, C. E,.. ..8th Rfts., 14/7/18 
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NOMINAL ROLL 169 
Regt? Rank. Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
0. Casualty. 
46 Pte. Murie, R. A . Orig., 6/6/16 
1572 ,, Murray, A. J. T .- lst Rfts., 24/11/16 W., 19/10/17 


861 Moore, T. J. 

863. Ci, Morgan, R. T 
1579 Sgt. Morton, R. L 
2361 Pte. Munro, R 
488 Dvr. Murphy, H 
2365 T/Cpl Murphy, J. M 
2364 Pte Murray, E 
2847 =, Murray, J. T 

614). Murray, R. J 

279 =i, Murton, A. W. P 

326a ,, Muston, A. E 

280 ,, Muston, G 
3645a Cpl Myers, C. A. P 
1876a Pte McAdam, C 
3644a ,, McArthur, E. V. 
2352 =, ’ MeAuliffe, D. F. 
1216 Dvr. McCallum, J. A. 
1217 Pte. McCallum, J, C. 
2676a ,, McCarthy, P. .. 
264 McCasker, F. J. 
1201 ER/Sgt. MeClymont, N. C. 

839 Pte. McCoombe, H. B. 

Lieut, McConnell, J. 
2853 Pte. McConnell, J. .. 
BOs 3 McConnell, J. H. 
2602_—s«s,, McCormack, R. .. 
74 Cpl. McBeath, N. . 
3569 Pte. McCracken, 8. 8. 
265 Sgt. McCulloch, R. B. B., 
M.M. 

940 Pte McDonald, A. J 
2350 _—sé—é“, McDonald, A. R 
1636, McDonald, 
2349 =, McDonald, 
3086, McDonald, 
5801 ,, McDonald, 
3636, McDonald, 
3091 MeDonald, 
7280a ,, McDonell, 


Lieut. MacDougall, J. 
840 W.0.(2)' McDougall, R, 
842 Dvr. MeDuff, C. R. .. 
841 =, McDuff, L. H. .. 
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2H 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 

..2nd, Tun. Co., 12/4/17 D.I., 17/5/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..1st Rfts., 24/11/16 D,I., 10/2/19 
..3rd Rfts., 7/2/17 K.LA., 6/9/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
..8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 D.O.W., 28/7/17 
..ord Rfts., 9/4/17 

.. 5th Rfts., 7/2/18 

.. Orig., 6/6/16 

.. Orig., 6/6/16 

«oO bR Bn., 15/9/17 D.O.W., 30/9/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

..2/Tun, Co,, 12/4/17 

..41st Bn., 22/11/16 G., 26/5/18 
..4th Pnr. Bn., 27/11/17 

.. 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 

..Orig., 6/6/16 

.. Orig., 6/6/16 

..4th Pnr. Bn., 2/7/18 

..Orig., 6/6/16 

..Orig., 6/6/16 

..Orig., 6/6/16 


K.LA,, 8/6/17 
K.L.A., 5/7/17 
D.O.W., 12/6/17 


D.O.W., 17/2/17 


..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
K.L.A,, 22/8/18 

..5th Rfts., 8/5/17 

|. Orig., 6/6/16 


..4th Rfts,, 21/5/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..8th Rfts., 9/6/18 


W., 29/9/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 


..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/6/17 
..8rd Rfts., 23/3/17 W., 7/6/17 


.. 1st Rfts., 14/6/16 

.. 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 

..6th Rfts., 21/5/17 

.-Ilst Pnr. Bn,, 20/10/18 

.. 8th Rfts., 24/6/18 

..6th Rfts., 12/10/17 

.-Mch. Rfts., Tun. ee ag 


..7th Rfts. 7/2/18 
. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


29/9/18 


A., 29/9/18 
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Regt’l. Rank 
0. 
3339 Pte. 
493 ,, 
2854 ,, 
3572, 
2353 L/Cpl. 
494 Pte. 
2601 _ ,, 
32s 
266 «(«y, 
497 
2607 5, 
2600 T/Cpl. 
2857 Pte. 
2346 =, 
2604 Ca 
267 Dvr, 
843 1. 
495 oo 
3688 ,, 
3858a ,, 
496 4 
2855, 
aa 
845 ,, 
2599 , 
2429 
2430 (yy 
16 
1197 L/Cpl. 
1584 Dvr. 
(1202) Lieut. 
1582 L/Cpl. 
2928 Pte. 
500, 
490°, 
498 opl 
268 L/ 
501 Pte. 
846, 
502 ,, 
3090 Sy, 
1203, 
2992 =, 
2858 =a, 
2347 L/Cpl. 
269 T/Sgt. 
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Name, 
McElholun, P, .. 
McEvoy, P. A... 
McEwen, A. 


McEwen, J. M. .. 


McFadzean, A. C. 


MeFarlane, A. . 
McFarlane, D. .. 


McGavin, G. R. R. 
McK 


McGavin, P. v.. i 


McGrath, FE, 

McGreggor, J. .. 
McGreggor, M. .. 
McGregor, J. W. 


MacGregor, R. F. 


McGuigan, E. T. 
McGuigan, L. 
McInerney, W. 


McIntyre, R. S. 


McKay, G. F. .. 
McKay, H. ‘ia 
McKellar, C. C... 
McKenna, A. W. 
McKenna, J. 
McKenzie, A. S. 
Mackenzie, D. 
McKenzie, J. J. 
McKenzie, J. T. 
McKenzie, K. N. 
McKenzie, 8. E. 
McKinnon, D. . 
MacKinnon, D. 
McKinnon, J. . 
McLardy, W. 8. 
McLaren, L. 
McLean, D. 
McLean, D, W. .. 
MeMeekin, J. G. 
MeMeekin, T. .. 
MeMullen, C. D. 
McPhee, A. ; 
McPherson, J. .. 
McPherson, J. E. 


National Library of Australia 


Enlistment. 


.. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
. Orig., 
.-5th Rfts,, 16/3/17 


..8th Rfts., 14/7/18 
..8rd Rfts., 1/5/17 


.-Orig., 6/6/16 
--4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


.-Orig., 6/6/16 

. -Orig., 6/6/16 
--4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
.-4th Rfts., 3/9/17 
.-oth Rfts., 1/5/17 
..3rd Rfts,, 16/3/17 
.-4th Rfts., 1/5/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. -Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


W., 16/4/17 
2/10/17 


W., 4/6/17 
19/10/17 


W., 6/6/18 
W., 25/6/17 
W., 4/6/17 


W., 18/10/17 
DL; 17/12/18 


. 8th "Ete, 9/6/18 D.O.W., 27/8/18 


..3rd Inf., Bn., 2/1/18 


.. Orig., 6/ /6/16 
.. 5th Rfts., 3/9/17 


..Orig., 6/6/16 


..Orig., 6/6/16 
..2/A.C.C, Stn., 30/4/17 
..4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
..3rd Rfts., 7/2/18 
..3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 

.. ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


_.1st Rfts., 24/11/16 
..5th Rfts., 13/6/17 
‘‘Orig., 6/6/16 


8. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
| .Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


7 
..6th Rfts,, 19/2/18 
| .Orig., 6/6/16 
..6th Rfts., 22/11/17 
..5th Rfts., 3/9/17 
..8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
.Orig., 6/6/16 


W., 1/3/18 
20/4/18 
W., 6/6/17 


D.A.D., 24/1/20 


W., 8/5/18 
W., 4/6/17 


W., 4/6/17 
W., 8/9/18 
W., 8/6/17 


Ww. 28/7/17 


22/8/18 
Wi, e/T/i7 


W., 7/5/18 
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— Rank. 
2348 Pte. 
Capt. 
1218 Pte. 
509 T/S/Sgt. 
865 Pte. 
508 Spr. 
281 Pte. 
1219. 
3025 T/Cpl. 
507 Pte. 
11!” 5 
7S ae 
1611 
38274 Set 
2861 
1220 =, 
282 
2620 
866 Cpl. 
3342 Pte. 
1809s 
283 
1345a 4, 
2624 ,, 
3343 _—C(i,, 
506, 
284 Sgt. 
2623 Pte. 
285 Set. 
1222 Pte. 
286 ” 
2621 _ ~=CC« 
868s, 
132) 
1638 Cpl. 
505 Pte. 
11345 
504 
Lieut. 
2619 ; 
287 
Capt. 
869 Pte. 
1221 4 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 


Enlistment. 


McPherson, J. T. C. 3rd Rfts,, 20/2/17 


Nankervis, A. W. 


Napper, a 


Napthali, E. P. W. 
Narborough, H. 


Nash, S. J... 
Navas, L. M. 


Nayda, F. M. 


Neale, T. A. 
Neary, W. . 
Neate, E. A. 


Needham, H. F. 


Neilsen, A. E. 
Neilson, T. A. 
Nelson, H. 


Nelson, J. . 


Nelson, W. C. .. 


Ness, J. A... 
Nethersole, F 


Newbold, A. B. .. 


Newby, T. .. 
Newman, J. 
Newton, J. G. 
Newton, T. 
Nicholls, E. H. 
Nichols, L. C. 


Nicholson, G. F., 
= DiC . 20% 


Niemann, L. L... 


Nippe, M. G. 
Newman, H. 
Nixon, H, . 

Noble, A. D. 
Nobbs, W. H. 


Nolan, H. .. 
Noone, M. H. 
Norden, P. 8S. 
Norris, L. T. 


Norton, H. A. .. 


Norwood, P. 
Notman, A. 
Nottage, B. 


Nunn, J. A., M.C. 


Nyhon, ti, 


National Library of Australia 


..11th F.Amb., 18/6/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


.Orig., 6/6/16 


..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


..Orig., 6/6/16 
..6th Rfts., 23/10/17 
..Orig., 6/16/16 

. lst Rfts., 24/11/16 
..8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 K.1A., 3/10/17 
50 eee Rfts., 24/11/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

.. 5th Rfts., 8/11/17 


..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..4th Rfts,, 1/5/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


..7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
..41st Bn., 22/11/16 K.1.A,, 30/8/18 
..Orig., 6/6/16 

..37th Bn, 23/11/17 
..4th Rfts, 16/3/17 
..7th Rfts., 17/3/18 
.. Orig,, 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


..4th Rfts., 3/9/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
..4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


..Orig., 6/6/16 
list Réts,, 2/9/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
‘.Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


..8rd Rfts., 15/7/17 
..4th Rfts., 1/5/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


..Orig., 6/6/16 
|. Orig., 6/6/16 


171 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


W., 6/5/18 


W., 16/12/16 


W., 7/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 


W., 28/5/17 


G., 26/5/18 
W., 6/9/18 
/3/18 


W., 6/6/17 
29/9/18 
W., 20/7/18 


W., 27/6/17 
G., 26/5/18 


W., 26/5/18 
G., 26/5/18 


W., 6/10/17 
A., 6/9/18 
G., 26/6/18 


ALL, 2/5/17 


W., 7/6/17 


K.LA., ”99/8/ 18 


W., 22/8/18 
W., 6/6/17 
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172 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 
Regt’l. Rank. Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
No. Casualty. 
2865 L/Cpl. Oakes, J. ..5th Rfts., 21/5/17 
2625 Pte. Oates, J... .-4th Rfts., 9/6/18 
i O’Brien, E... - -Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/10/17 
2868 O'Connor, J. W. 5th Rfts, 1/5/17 
(1076) Lieut, wh W: L, Orig., 6/6/16 
870 Pte. O’Donnell, J. M.  ..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/5/18 
2869 =, O’Hare, S. J .-5th Rfts.,, 9/4/17 K.LA., 9/6/17 
3094, Oke. J. L ..6th Rfts., 27/11/17 
Sil» O’Keefe, J. P . -Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/10/17 
29/9/18 
2371 4 Olding, R. RR. .. ..3rd Rfts., 1/5/17 
3095 —l,, O'Loghien, J.J. ..6th Rfts,, 3/9/17 
3345, Olive, I. S... .. ..7th Rfts., 24/3/18 
SIS: O’Neill, H. F. .-Orig., 6/6/16 
3096, Openshaw, W. .. ..6th Rfts., 12/10/17 
9 Sgt. 7 *~ M.S.M., Orig., 6/6/16 
872 Pte. Orford, H. G . Orig., 6/6/16 
3351 ,, O’Rourke, J .. 7th Rfts., 12/3/18 W., 26/8/18 
joes O’Rourke, M. D,_..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/5/17 
Saat ik, O’Rourke, T. J ..Orig., 6/6/16 Ww. 7/6/17 
1224 Osborn, J . Orig., 6/6/16 Ww. 6/9/18 
a Osborne, ©. T . .Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
2626 i, Osmond, P. S . 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 G., 26/5/18 
2870 ,, Overall, C. T. ..5th Rfts., 24/5/17 W., 10/5/18 
510 Dvr. Ovesen, J. A ..Orig., 6/6/16 
2128a Pte. Owen, C. J. L .. 387th Bn., 22/11/16 
Set Owens, W. H . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/6/17 
3579, Packer, D .-8th Rfts., 24/6/18 
2873, Paddison, V. W. ..5th Rfts., 1/5/17 
Uh Se Page, H. H. .-Orig., 6/6/16 
1229 Cpl. Page, S. C... ..Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.W., 15/6/18 
3097 Pte. Paine, J. J. ..6th Rfts., 19/2/18 
288, Palmer, J. T ..-Orig., 6/6/16 
289 =«(,, Parker, C. W .-Orig., 6/6/16 
3639 —,, Parker, C. W ..8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
2630 Parkin, C. J. .-4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


516 COM. Sgt. Parkinson, Z. E. 


2140a Pte. Parry, = A., M.M. 
1889a _,, Parry, L. . 
3580, Parrott, E. 
1655, Partridge, H 

3581 ,, Pascoe, S. J. 

S75 Paterson, R. 

1088 L/Sgt. Paton, J.G. .. 
876 Pte. Patrick, J. McL. 


1230 Cpl. Mech. Patterson, D. B. 


517 Pte. Pattison, H. F... 
Paull, A. H. E. .. 


1227 L/Cpl. 
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D,A.Dis., 19/9/21 


..Orig., 6/6/16 
W., 27/6/17 


..41st Bn., 22/11/16 
..41st Bn., 22/11/16 


..8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
.-Ist Rfts., 29/1/17 
..8th Rfts., 9/6/18 


G., 7/6/17 
W., 26/7/17 
W., 11/4/17 


W., 17/6/17 
9/4/18 
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NOMINAL ROLL 173 
a Rank. Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
0. Casualty. 
877 Pte. Paulsen, J.C. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
yyy a Pavich, J. G. .. ..3rd Rfts,, 23/3/17 W., 8/4/17 
18 Dvr. Paydon, F. H. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
514 Cpl. Payne, A. J. --Orig., 6/6/16 
81 S/Sgt. Payne, W. P. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 : 
1614 Pte. Peacock, G. W... ..Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.W., 14/10/17 
2373 _— sy, Peake, A... .. «8rd Rfts., 16/8/17 W., 15/10/17 
Bas as Pearce, E. E .-5th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 7/6/17 
2627 Cpl. Pearce, J. O .-4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
878 Pte. Pearce, S. A. .-Orig., 6/6/16 
1231 _ =, Pearson, W. R . Orig., 6/6/16 
pe oe Pedler, E. L. ..2nd Rfts., 29/1/17 D.O.W., 7/6/17 
2628 =i, Pedretti, P. T .-4th Rfts,, 16/3/17 W., 7/6/17 
2374 =, Peel, H. ..3rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
114 Sgt Peeler, W., V.C. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
12/10/17 
1232 Sgt. Penniment, A. B., Ones 6/6/16 
M.M. ea 
3098 Pte Penni n, E, 6th Rfts., 19/2/18 K.LA., 6/9/18 
3582, Percival, J. .. ..8th Rfts, 9/6/18 Dove ” 28/6/18 
2871 ,, Perini, V. G. .-5th Rfts., + 7/6/17 
1587 T/Dvr. Perry, J. F. : lst Rfts., 24/11/16 
290 Pte. Perry, J. P. .-Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
"22/8/18 
291 ER/S/Sgt. Perry, R. D. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
2629 Pte. Pert, R. A. . «4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
3352_—Ci,, Peterson, C. A. D. .-7th Rfts., 9/2/18 
1639, Peterson, G, W. -Ist Rfts,, 2/9/16 
879 =a, Peterson, J. E. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
880, Peterson, W. . -Orig., 6/6/16 W., 25/4/18 
51d” 4 Petrowski, G. re .-Orig., 6/6/16 
1586, Pfeiffer, J. H . Orig., 6/6/16 
3 ie Phair, J. . . Orig., 6/6/16 W., 3/7/17 
292 ,, Phiddian, E. >, -Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
77 ~Cpl. Phillips, H. C., Orig., 6/6/16 
M.S.M. 
Major Phillips, H. 'P,, D.S.0., ,Orig., 6/6/16 
MC. MLD. 
2144 Pte Philp, J. J. ee . 42nd Bn., 22/11/16 
2631 T/Cpl. Pickett, A. M. .. ..4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
3353 Pte. Pierce, J. R. .. .-7th Rfts., 19/2/18 G., 26/5/18 
1129a Cpl. Pini, J. -- 37th Bn,, 22/11/16 W., 28/7/17 
3355 Pte Pink, E. W. .-7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
3100 —,, Pinker, A .-6th Rfts., 3/9/17 D.O.W., 6/9/18 
2378 =, Pitfield, P. . 3rd Rfts., 16/3/17 
882, Pitt, E. A. -Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.W., 9/5/18 
883 _,, Pitt, H. W. Orig, 6/6/16 W., 9/5/18 
a8 Plunkett, ow. .Orig., 6/6/16 
118la ,, Plunkett, R. .. ..13th F.A.B., 8/4/18 G., 26//518 
2097a ,, Plunkett, R. W. -- llth F.A.B., 17/2/18 
1235 Gnr. Plush, E. A . Orig., 6/6/16 
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174 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 
Regt’l. Rank. Name, Enlistment. 
oO. 
293 Pte. Pool, H. . Orig., 6/6/16 
80 ee Popplewell, H. D. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
294 Post, P. J. .. «Orig., 6/6/16 
1233 Potter, E. F. . Orig., 6/6/16 
4 aa Potts, E. A. --Orig., 6/6/16 
19 Dvr. Poyner, J. A . Orig., 6/6/16 
1705a Pte Pratt, J. --39th Bn., 18/11/16 
2882 Pratt, J. . 5th Rfts., 8/5/17 
POSE | ss Pratt, W.J. .. ..5th Rfts., 8/5/17 
2635 yy Preston, R. W... .-4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
295 4 Price, H. .. -- Orig., 6/6/16 
3356, Price, R. W. .. ..7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
1288 |, Prideaux, T. W. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
2883 yy Prince, T. R. -- 5th Rfts., 8/5/17 
576 Sgt. Prior, F. H. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
1226 Dvr. Prior, G. A. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
518 Pte. Pritchard, H. T.  ..Orig., 6/6/16 
884, Proctor, z C., M.M.. -Orig., 6/6/16 
3650a Cpl. Proctor, R. R. .-9th Rfts., 12/10/17 
2884a Pte. Pulfer, H. J. ..35th Bn., 12/3/18 
206° 4 Pullen, T. C A .Orig,, 6/6/16 
207 » Pullin, G. W. --Orig,, 6/6/16 
2887 4 Pye, J. ..5th Rfts., 8/11/17 
2872 _ —=C«y, Pye, J. T. .. 5th Rfts., 9/6/18 
Lieut. Pyke, W. E . Orig, 6/6/1 
885 Pte. Pym J... “ 6/6/16 
1080 Sgt. Paul, W. J. .. .-.Orig., 6/6/16 
2151 Pte Quickenden, F... ..42nd Bn., 22/11/16 
2888 .,, Quinlan, T.R. .. ..5th Rfts., 9/4/17 
2150a ,, Quiney, J. F. .. 42nd Bn, 22/11/16 
1640 ,, Quick, H. D. .s1st Rfts., 25/9/17 
3358 sy, Rabling, H. 8. ..7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
1236: 5 Race, W. -Orig., 6/6/16 
298 Raff, e H. Orig, ., 6/6/16 
1237 Raine, T. sa 4s a eOrigs;) 6/6/16 
2384 Cpl. are age H. J. ..38rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
526 Pte. Raisin, F. T. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
eee Randall, E, A... ..Orig., 6/6/16 
Si0L 25 Rankin, A. 8S. . 4th ets, 8/9/17 
527 Ransom, J. A. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
(887) Lieut. Raymont, E. V. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
299 Pte. Reardon, M. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
888, Reace, C. J. . Orig., 6/6/16 
3687 _—Cé,, Reece, A. J ..8th Rfts., 19/6/18 
889 Cpl. Rees, E. L ..Orig., 6/6/16 
Lieut Rees, S. B .. 6th Rfts., dab 
520 Pte. Regan, M eee 6/6/16 
3359, Reid, D. M . 7th Rfts. . 19/2/18 
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Nature of 

Pigse ss? 
ey 
W.,1/10/18 


W., 30/5/18 
D.O.W., 22/8/18 


W., 2/7/17 
W., 7/6/17 


» 26/5/18 
G., 2/10/18 


W., 18/10/17 
W., 25/2/17 


G., 25/5/18 


W., 19/10/17 


W., 15/10/17 
D.O.W., 7/11/17 


G., 26/5/18 


K.LA., 12/7/17 


G., 30/9/18 
, 9/5/18 


W., 30/12/16 


27/6/17 
%. 6/4/18 
Ww. erat 

, 17/11/17 


W., 6/7/17 
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NOMINAL ROLL 175 
Regt’l. Rank. Name. Enlistment. Nature of 
No. Casualty. 
1590 Pte, Reid, L. F. .. «Orig,, 6/6/16 
1591 ,, Reid, T. F.G. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/10/17 
"47/11/17 
3102—i,, Reilly, E. J. .. ..6th Rfts., 8/11/17 
2638. Reilly, W. J. .. ..4th Rfts, 16/3/17 
3477a ,, Renton, H. 8. .. ..4th Pnr. Bn., 22/11/17 G., 1/10/18 
2438 Rewell, A. T. .. ..8rd Rfts., 7/2/17 
1642 ,, Reynolds, A. .. ..1st Rfts., 29/1/17 
3103 ,, Reynolds, P. N. .-6th Rfts,, 19/2/18 
1246 ,, Reynolds, V. H. .-Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
1588 Cpl. Richards, G. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 19/10/17 
300 Pte. Richards, T. J. . -Orig., 6/6/16 
3104 Pte, Richardson, G. --6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
2997 Richmond, H. G. ..6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
31194 ER/Cpl. Riddell, A. J, E.  ..35th Bn., 12/10/17 W., 6/6/18 
2891 Pte. Riddell, L. W. .. ..5th Rfts., 8/5/17 
1548a ,, Riddell, P. .. .+Emb. Ist Rfts., 6/6/16 
Sai. Ridge, R. F. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 G., 16/1/17 
1240 ,, Ridley, V. L. B. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
| Ridley, W. P. .. ..Orig,, 6/6/16 W., 4/3/17 
AL, 21/3/18 
2383 —C,, Rigbye, 8S. J. .. ..8rd Rfts,. 2/3/17 W., 1/10/18 
2802, Ri ey, W..H. .. ..5th Rfts., 18/12/17 D.O.W., 19/6/18 
1929 Cpl. Riley, E. MG -. «2nd Rfts., 25/9/17 
1643 Pte. Risstrom R. . Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
1644, Ritchie, We M... ..1st Rfts., 29/1/17 
1242 Dvr. Roach, W. A. Z.. . Orig., 6/6/16 
1592 Pte. Roberts, A. E. W. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
893, Robb, J. .. .. ..Orig,, 6/6/16 K.1.A.,2/1/17 
1243 Cpl. Roberts, J. A... ..Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.W., 29/9/18 
2147a Pte. Robertson, D. H. ..41st Bn., 22/11/16 K.I.A., 16/10/17 
3106, Robertson, G. .. ..6th Rfts., 12/10/17 
1248, Robertson, G. A. ..Orig,, 6/6/16 
1244, Robertson, A. F.  .. Orig., 6/6/16 
SIOB. *% Robertson, A. 8. .-6th Rfts., 3/9/17 W., 5/10/17 
19/7/18 
3107, Robins, F... .. ..6th Rfts. 12/10/17 -* 5/4/18 
115 L/Cpl. Robinson, C. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/10/17 
301 Pte. Robinson, J. E. . Orig., 6/6/16 
2636 .,, Robinson, C, D. 8S. ..4th Rfts., 21/5/17 
890 ,, Robinson, D. 0... ..Orig., 6/6/16 
3197a ,, Robinson, E. .. ..51st Bn., 20/8/17 W., 13/4/18 
2138a ,, Robinson, F. .. ..38th Bn., 22/11/16 W., 10/5/17 
D.O.W., 28/7/17 
3940a = Robinson, F. X. ..2/Tn. Co., adead G., 26/5/18 
1245 Robinson, G. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 G., 25/4/17 
W., 22/8/18 
891 Cpl. Robinson, R. R., M.M.Orig., 6/6/16 
892 Pte. Robinson, 8. Hq ..Orig., 6/6/16 W., 25/4/18 
26a, 5 Rodgers, A, .. ..4th Rfts., 21/1/18 
1925 ER/2/Cpl. Rasta he Gey>.. +..She Rfts., 29/1/17 W., 8/4/17 
24 Dvr. Rogers, L. T. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
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176 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 
Regt’l. Rank Name. Enlistment. 
No. 
2423 Pte. Rogers, 8S. W. .. 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
3360 ,, Rogers, W ..7th Rfts,, 19/2/18 
3110 =, ; .- 6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
3108, Rose, F. .-6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
522 ose, J. A, ..Orig,, 6/6/16 
Capt. Rose, W. J., M.C. ..Orig,, 6/6/16 
529 Ross, A. GC. .. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
894 , Rosa, J... 2. . -Orig,, 6/6/16 
302_—=C«,, Rouse, L. H. .- Orig., 6/6/16 
Lieut. Rowan, P. C., 
M.I.D. ” Orig., 6/6/16 
2643 Pte. Rudd, 8. a5. . 4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
2639 T/Dvr. Rundle, Cea an Rfts., 16/3/17 
1247 Pte. Rusbridge, T. R. ..Orig., 6/6/16 
575 T/Cpl Rush, B. J. .. Orig., 6/6/ 
3109 Pte. Russell, A, F. ..6th Rfts., 19/10/17 
2681 , Russell, A. J. ..4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
Russell, A. R. E., 
Lieut. M.C ..Orig., 6/6/16 


3362 ER/2/Cpl. Russell, J. A. .. 
Russell, J. R., M.M...Orig,, 6/6/16 


304 L/Cp 
524 Pte. Rusten, A. P. 
Lieut Rutter, H. .. 
2642 Pte. Ryan, H.L. .. 
7269 Rawlins, A. L. 
1078 Saario, O. W. 
544 (,, Saisell, G. H. 
GOS. so Salisbury, H. .. 
oy Salisbury, W. M. 
541 Dvr. Sallans, R. W. 
3467a L/Sgt. 
2652 Pte. Salthouse, W. J. 


3 T/S.Q.M.S. Sanderson, R. A. 
—— W. H., D.S.0.,4th Pnrs., 1/7/18 


t/Col. 

1253 Pte Sargent, C. RK. 
3365 —si, Saunders, E 
9450a ,, Saunders, E F. 
1256 =, Saunders, E, G. 
305. Sanders, E. W. 
3366, Savage, G. 
2644 =O, Sawyer, L. J 
2267 oy Saxton, W. T 
905 L/Cpl. Scafe, W. H., M.M. 

Pte. Schell, rs A, 


1254 
306 ER/Sgt. Schou, E 
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..- 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 


.. Orig., 6/6/16 
..5th Rfts., 24/4/17 
- 4th Rfts., 24/4/17 


i :.19/2/ 18 


..2nd Rfts,, 16/3/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig, 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
-Orig., 6/6/16 


6/ 
Salthouse, G. ee MM. ond Purs., 22/6/17 


..4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 


.. 7th Rfts,, 19/4/18 
.. {th F.Amb., 1/5/17 
..Orig,, 6/6/16 
..Orig., 6/6/16 


7th Rfts., 19/2/18 


.. 4th Rfts., 9/4/17 
.. 8rd Rfts., 3/9/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 

. Orig., 6/6/16 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


G., 26/5/18 


K.LA., 29/9/18 


W, 28/7/17 
, 26/5/18 


W., 18/4/18 


11/5/17 


D.O.W., 5/4/18 


G., 27/5/18 
y 22/8/18 
W., 19/10/17 


G., 26/5/18 


Ge, 26/5/18 
” 1/10/18 
W., 27/4/17 


W., 20/4/18 
G., 26/5/18 


W., 19/7/17 


W., 9/2/18 
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Regt’l. 
No. 
1257 
1598 
2905 

533 
1258 
906 


3367 
2653 
1259 
1252 


» 


L/Cpl 


(14553) ‘Lieut. 


i 

194] 

2650 

2655 

2386 

64454 
307 

2390 


2391 


308 
2440 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 


Schrader, L. 


Seott, D. J. MSM. 


Scott, H. J. 


Scott: Holl land, H. 
Seudds, . H. 


Searle, - eat at eee 
Seccombe, C. E., M.M. 
Seccombe, C. S., M.M. 
1. + 4th Réts, 3/9/17 


Sewart, W. I. . 
Seymour, F, E. 


Seymour, F. ee 
Sharpe, H. E. 
Sharpe, K. G. 


Shaw, 8. 

Shea, J... 
Sheldon, W. 
Shepherd, A. U. 
Shepherd, E. 


Shepherd, P. G. 


ME oe, E. H. 
Sheridan, T. D. 


Sherrah, D. T. .. 
Shields, T. W. .. 


Shipley, D. W. . 


Shactlaniee. H. E. 


psi E. P. 


+» 8rd D.Hars., 25/7/18 
- Orig., 6/6/16 


. 5th Rfts., 3/9/17 


ae Sr ets., 27/11/17 
.. 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


.. 5th Réts., 21/5/17 


177 
Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
.lst Rfts., 6/6/16 
5th Rfts., 9/4/17 G., 10/6/17 
3 | Orig., 6/6/16 W., 26/5/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/9/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
.. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
. 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 W., 10/6/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
9th F.C.E., 24/12/17 G., 26/5/17 
+, 21/8/18 


end Rfts,, 14/11/16 W., 12/10/17 
4th Rfts., 16/3/17 


3rd Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 6/6/17 

22nd Bn., 20/9/17 

-+ Orig., 6/6/16 

. 8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 Gh, 22/7/18 
ELA. 2/8/18 
.. 8rd Rfts, 20/2/17 , 9/6/17 
.» Orig., 6/6/16 w "29/9/18 
. 8rd Rfts., 2/3/17 oe 26/5/18 
” 29/9/18 


D.O. inf 8/11/18 


D.O.1., 15/6/16 
7th Rfts., 19/2/18 D,A.D., 23/8/19 
W., 2/10/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 

10th F. Amb., 27/9/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 
: Orig., 6/6/16 


a aol 20/10/18 


, 6/6/ 16 W., 6/9/18 


3rd Rfts., 9/4/17 


i 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


Ac.D., 28/12/16 


M. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 D,O.W., 3/10/18 


G., 26/5/18 
W., 4/10/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Ist Rfts.. 14/6/16 


Qnd Pnrs., 14/6/17 
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178 
Regt’l. Rank. Name, 
No. ¥} 
2900 Pte. Slimon, T. B. .. «+. 
78 Sloane, W. L. B. 4 
314 L/Cpl. Sly, H. H. es 
535 ha Smart, D. H. St. B.. 
909 Smeaton, i da ae 
1249 Smedley, W. H. ee 
(316) 2/Lit. Smethurst, J. R., 
M.M. ‘ 
2907 ER/2/CpL Smith, A. A. r 
317 Pte. Smith, A. F 
2661 ,, Smith, A. J 
79 2/AM. Smith, C, A. 
910 Pte. Smith, 
1937_ =, Smith, E 5 
2397 4» Smith, F. R. 
4224 =, Smith, F. T. 
895 4 Smith, G. .. ie 
117 Cpl. Smith, H. .. 
534 § Smith, H. A. 
658la Pte Smith, O. I. 
2645 Smith, Pt 
3598 H/Sgt. Smith, R. R. 
540 Pte. Smith, T., M.M 
48 Smith, T. W 
(1593) Lieut. Smith, W. H 
2647 Pte. Smith, W. H 
LEG” 59 Smith, W. O 
2663 =, Smyth, E. W. 
1250 Cpl. Snell, C. G. 
1261 Pte. Snelling, A. T. 
896, Southerland, W. HL, 
DGB. sw. se 
636. -,, Sorlie,C. H. .. 
2680 Sorraghan, A. O. 
300la ,, Sorraghan, J. V., 
M.M. anes 
1262 —=C«,, Sparks, W. G. ; 
312la ,, Speed, A. G., M.M 
33874 yy Speed, A. H. .. 
897 L/Cpl. Spencer, F, R... «- 
2395 Pte. Spicer, W. A. 
21 Dvr. Spiller, J. 
(8107) Lieut, Stabback, 2, 'W., M.C. 
3112 Pte. Stables, Go .: 
tt ae Stain, W. H. .. +. 
2904 Stain, W.J. .. «+ 
22 ER/2/CpL State, Pe 55,26 
898 ER/Cpl. Standen, E. I. .. 
3117 Pte. Standring, A. F. T. . 
1943 ER/2/CpL Stanger, T. .. +. 
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.» Orig. 
.- 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 
+. Orig. 6/6/16 

. Orig., 


: Orig., 6/6/16 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
5th Rfts., a 
Orig., 6/6/ 
Orig. ae 6/6/16 13/5/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 2/6/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 9/6/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
5th oRets., 21/5/17 


6/6/16 W., 2/6/17 


W., 4/6/17 


2nd Bela 14/11/16 
27/6/17 


3rd Rfts,, 16/3/17 


'* Ast Pnrs., 3/11/18 D.O.1,, 16/2/19 


Orig., 6/6/16 
W., 5/10/17 
22/8/18 


, 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 


ona rae! 20/2/17 
’ 4th Rfts., 12/10/17 


8th Rfts., 9/6/18 


x Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 


.» 4th Rits., 21/5/17 
oo Orig 6/6/16 

-. 4th Rfts., halal 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 10/10/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 5/6/17 

.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 4th Rits., 21/5/17 G., 27/5/18 


29th Bn., 3/4/18 
Orig., 6/6 /1 
56th Bn., 16/6/18 


* ‘Tth Rfts., 19/2/18 D.O. Wai 29/9/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 5/5/18 
. 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 +» 29/9/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 D.O. Inf "17/12/18 


48t Bn., 15/10/18 
6th Rfts., 19/2/18 


5th Rfts,, 16/3/17 W., 29/9/18 
5th Rfts., 4/4/17 G., 26/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 

| Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 


6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
Qnd Rfts., 29/1/17 
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Regt’l. Rank. 
No. 
Capt. 
2393 , 
899 
3118 
31S.» 
$116, 
532 T/Cpl. 
Capt. 
1442la Pte. 
2l45a ,, 
2662 Sgt. 
318 Pte. 
S38. oy 
2667 
900», 
320 
S18. 5 
3120 ,, 
2660 ,, 
321 Sgt. 
2439 Pte. 
1646 L/Cpl. 
1255 Pte. 
$22, 
2648 ,, 
901 Cpl. 
2659 Pte. 
542 
323 Si, 
we 
2649 ,, 
6100, 
3377 sy 
324 
34676 ,, 
1595 L/Cpl. 
2651 Pte. 
1974 =, 
325 


326, 
(114a) Lieut. 
902 Pte. 


2658 =, 
19l5a ,, 
3378 sy 
Capt. 
327 Pte. 
2908 =, 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 


Stark, F, B. 
Starr, J. E. 


Steavenson, H. C. 
Steet, W, C. .. 
Stephens, E. H. 
Stephens, F, J. 
Stephens, 8, _ .. 
Stephenson, A. G., 
M.C., M.I.D... 
Stephenson, F, H. 
Stephenson, G. 


Stephenson, J. W. . 


Stephenson, W. J. 
Stevens, C. V, H. 
Stevens, H. W. 
Stiles, L: 2. os 
Still, J. H, as 
Stingmore, F. .. 
Stobo, J. H. .. 
Stockdale, W. C, 


Stockwell, C. R. L. .. 


Stone, G. F. V. 
Stone, W, C. 

Stott, J. ose o 
Strachan, D, T... 
Street, W. ay 
Strickland, P. L. 
Stubbs, E. T. .. 
Styles, Henry .. 


Stynes, R. W., M.M. 


Sunderland, A,.. 
Sutcliffe, J, B. .. 
Sutherland, E. T, 
Sutherland, H... 
Sutherland, T. 8. 
Sutton, C... .. 


Swift, W. E. .. 
Swifte, F. R. .. 
Sydenham, E. H. 
Symington, H. A. 


gant * ef *f 
a Se 
Tatham, 0, L., 
Taylor, E. A. .. 
Taylor, G. B. 


g 6/16 
. 4th Rfts., 21/5/17 


179 
Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
Orig., 6/6/16 
8rd Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 9/10/17 
27/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 27/6/17 
6th Rfts., 23/10/17 
6th Rfts., 3/9/17 
6th Rfts., 19/2/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
3rd D.A.S.P., 7/2/18 W., 29/9/18 
38th Bn,, 22/11/16 
4th Rfts., 25/9/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 26/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 29/9/18 


6th Rfts., 23/10/17 
4th Rfts., 8/5/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 

3rd Rfts., 8/5/17 
Ist Rfts, 22/11/16 


W., 25/4/18 
G., 25/5/18 
W., 27/6/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

4th Rfts., 12/10/17 W., 18/10/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 15/3/17 

4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 19/5/18 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 27/4/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/4/18 
28/8/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 
4th Rfts., 14/2/18 
39th Bn., 18/11/16 
7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 

58th Bn., 7/2/18 
Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 
4th Rfts., 8/11/17 
2nd Rfts., 12/10/17 
D.O.W., 22/8/18 


G., 27/5/18 


K.LA., 24/8/18 


oth hCE, 
“ral W., 22/6/17 


41st Bn., 22/11/16 

7th Rfts., 19/2/18 D.O.W., 29/9/18 
W., 22/8/18 

W., 4/10/17 
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- Orig., 6/6/16 


- Ist Rfts,, 10/7/16 


THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


Enlistment. 


Orig., 6/9/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

6th Rfts., 19/2/18 

Orig., 6/6/16 

6th Rfts., 15/7/17 

. Orig., 6/6/16 

1st Rfts,. 24/11/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 

7th Rfts., 19/2/18 

4th Rfts., 14/5/17 
D,A.Dis., 16/12/18 


ALL, 22/3/18 


K.LA., 23/7/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 

1st Rfts., 24/11/16 

6th Rfts., 25/9/17 W., 6/9/18 
6th Rfts., 23/10/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 9/6/17 
4th Rfts., 16/3/17 W., 29/9/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 8/6/17 


W., 16/10/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 

3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 10/6/17 
22/8/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
- Orig., 6/6/16 G., 10/6/17 
W., 12/7/17 
18/7/18 
4th Rfts., 16/3/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 
1st Rfts., 29/1/17 G., 8/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 22/7/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 7/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 


180 
Regt’l. Rank Name, 
No. 
328 Sgt. Taylor, H. BE. .. 
645 4, Taylor, H.R, .. 
$123, Taylor, J.C. . 
234 Taylor, L, B., MM. « : 
Lieut . Taylor, R. CG. .. 
912 Pte. Teare, T as 
1601 Cpl. Temby, J. 8. .. 
914 Pte. Temple, W. .. 
3380 =, Ternes, F. V. .. 
2669 1 Terry, H. M. M 
(329) ieut. Tevlin, M. P, .. 
91 Sgt. Thomas, F. H. L. 
(1599) ieut Thomas, F. J. .. 
2991 Cpl. Thomas, F. R. .. 
3124 Pte. Thompson, C. O. 
92 Sgt. Thompson, C. W. 
2667 Pte. Thompson, D, G. 
915 C.Q.M.8. Thompson, BE. L 
330 Pte. Thompson, G. T. C. . 
331 L/Sgt. Thompson, J. F, 
1602 Pte. Thompson, N. .. 
554 —C«, Thompson, W. .. 
2402 —C,, Thomson, A. .. 
916 L/Cpl. Thomson, A. 8, 
547 Pte. Thomson, O, 
S47 © 55 Thomson, J. 
1268 =, Thorne, H. W... 
1263_—C,, Thornton, A. G. 
oe Thorpe, G. H. H. 
549 =, Thurgood, L. 
1269, Tilly, E. W. 
2403 L/Cpl. Timper, L. C, .. 
1600 Pte. Tinham, E. J. .. 
S78 Tobrady, D. 
553 Cpl. Todi. By ens « 
332 Pte. Tomholt, E. H. 
es Tomlinson, R, 8. 
3145, Toms, 8. . 
Capt. Toone, J. A. BE. 
3123 Pte. TOO, Ge v0. ce 
3384 =, Tournier, 8S. W. 
3643 —C,, Towers, J. we 
4: y Tranter, J. 8. J. 
333 Ci, Traplin, W. 
2150a Sgt. Trebilcock, F, 
1266 Pte. Tregeagle, B. G, 
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6th Rfts., 8/11/17 D.O.W., 10/5/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
K.LA., 6/9/18 
6th Rfts., 23/10/17 W., 6/4/18 
7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
8th Rfts., 16/6/18 
7th Rfts., 19/2/18 G., 26/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
"26/5/18 
38th Bn., a a a 
Orig., 6/6/16 G., 10/6/17 
W., 9/10/17 
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Regt'l Rank. 
oO. 
1264 Pte. 
5844, 
334 oy 
5524s 
8 L/Segt. 
2230 Pte. 
920 ,, 
548, 
2407, 
2406, 
1267, 
(1072) 2/L&. 
1949 Pte. 
551 T/Sgt. 
3609 Pte. 
2162b ,, 
546, 
922 Art. 
1656 Pte. 
913, 
2668 
5920a_,, 
2909, 
923 L/Cpl. 
(921) S/Sgt. 
2911 Pte. 
2411 
555 R.QMS. 
2912 Pte. 
335 ER/Cpl. 
2913 Pte. 
”» 
3387 ER/Sgt. 
925 Pte. 
556 ” 
1270, 
3388, 
336 Cpl. 
1604 Pte. 
m= 
565 L/Cpl. 
570 Pte. 
1278, 
i aa 


Page 202 


nla.obj-2934375143 


National Library of Australia 


NOMINAL ROLL 


Name, 


Tregurtha, J. E. 


Trellick, H. 


Tremayne, 8. H. 
Tremlett, E. G. 


Trennery, C. 


Treweek, W. A. 


Trimble, 8, B, 


Trimmer, H. 
Trott, J. 


Trotter, L. Ww. . B 


Tubel, W. .. 
Tuckett, P. 
Turner, F. J. 
Turner, H. 
Turner, J. J. 
Turner, J. R. 


Turner, L. J. 
Turner, R. H. 


Uhr, L. W. 


Unthank, A. W. 
Upfold, H., M.S.M. . 
Urquhart, W, .. . 


Vale, C, R. 
Vale, H. C, 
Vallis, R. E. 


Vincent w. De 


osti, L, J 


aks Ww. E. * Be M.M, 
Wadeson, C. 8. 


Waight, A, T. .. 
Wakefield, E. W. 


4. 07 (er SF aS oe 


181 
Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
oe tee rn, 20 20/10/18 
, 6/6/16 
one, 6/6/16 
1st Rfts., 14/11/16 
37th Bn., 22/11/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 W., 6/7/17 
3rd Rfts,, 16/3/17 G., 4/6/17 
G., 25/4/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 9/4/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 24/11/16 


2nd Rfts., 7/2/18 


.: Orig., 6/6/16 
. 8th Rfts., 14/7/18 


37th Bn., 22/11/16 G., 7/6/17 

"26/5/18 

By 6/6/16 _@., 7/6/17 
oan -» 6/6/16 

Ist Rifts, 20/2/17 D.O.W., 11/8/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 4/11/17 

4th Rfts., 16/4/17 Vw. 6/6/17 


2/D. Traff. Con., 
18/10/17 

5th Rfts., 21/5/17 

Orig., 6/6/1 

Orig., 6/6/16 


5th Rfts., 24/3/18 


G., 26/5/18 


3rd Rfts., al W., 25/5/17 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 5th Bfts., 8/5/17 G., 26/5/18 
W., 20/8/18 
, 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
sth te 9/4/17 DOW. 30/4/18 
, 6/6/16 W., 27/6/17 
; rh ea fts., 12/3/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 D.O.W., 2/9/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 27/4/17 
G., 26/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
:) 7th Réts., 5/5/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W,. 13/4/17 


‘. Ist Réts., N.T.O.8. D.O,1, 22/7/16 
; Orig, 6/6/16 


W., 2/6/17 
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Name, 


Wakefield, R. H. W. 


Warburton, C. A. 


Ward, B. T, 
G. 


Warnecke, C, . 
Warnecke, T. McK. 
Warner, R. A, . 
Warren, B. A. . 


Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 29/9/18 


.. Ist Rfts, N.T.0.S.  D.O.1., 4/3/17 


Qnd Rfts. 14/11/16  W., 7/5/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 K.LA., 29/9/18 
8th eats, 9/6/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
5th Rfts., 21/5/17 
6th Rfts., 8/11/17 
34th Bn., 8/11/17 
6th Rfts,, 14/10/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/17 
12/10/17 
G., 26/5/18 
. Ist Rfts., 21/5/17 W., 25/5/18 


|. Orig., 6/6/16 


-. 8rd Rfts,, 16/3/17 
- 8rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


Warren, G. H. Wii 


Warren, L. M. .. 
Wassell, D. G. .. 
Waters, We Be i's 
Watson, H. ©. .. 
Watson, P. D. R. 
Watson, T. : 
Watson, W. H. 
Watson, W. M, 
Watt, A. J. 


M. 
Webb, H. A. 


:. 38th Bn., 22/11/16 
. 8rd Réts., 1/5/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 
3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 


W., 10/7/17 
8/6/18 
W., 4/6/17 


W., 10/12/17 


. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 19/10/17 
. Ist Rfts., 24/11/16 D.O.1., 18/1/19 
Orig., 6/6/16 K.L.A., 2/5/17 
7th Rfts., 24/3/18 G., 26/5/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 , 29/9/18 
Orig, 6/6/16 
.. 4th Rfts.,, 16/3/17 
.. 5th Rfts., 21/5/17 
. Ist Rfts, 14/6/16 _ W., 9/10/17 


. 5th Rfts., 23/10/17 


6th Rfts., 19/2/18 


- 7th Rfts., 18/4/18 


7th Rfts., 19/2/18 


Orig., 6/6/16 W., 12/10/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 

Ist Rfts,, 2/9/16  K.I.A., 9/5/18 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 4/6/17 
17/6/17 


- Orig., 6/6/16 


” Orig, 6/6/16 


g., 6/6/16 


ms on eR ts. 26/8/18 
ei eng J. F. Wy 


39th Bn., 13/9/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
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Regt’l. Rank. 
0. 
6107a Pte. 
339 ly 
1280 ,, 
3612, 
929 Cpl. 
3133 Spr. 
3137 Pte. 
2167a ,, 
3394 , 
Wil gs 
4085a 2/Cpl. 
569 Pte. 
2675 yy 
340 
935 , 
2676 ,, 
(2) Lieut. 
3400 Pte. 
559 Sgt. 
341 Pte. 
342 ” 
4803a T/Sgt. 
1281 Pte. 
121 Cpl. 
50 Pte. 
S401 
936 —,, 
937 
2022 , 
343.—Ciy 
563 =i, 
34624 ,, 
3615 sy, 
344 —C,, 
1276 =, 
562 Dvr. 
930 Sgt. 
561 Pte. 
931 ,, 
3412 SC, 
349 L/Cpl. 
Lieut. 
345 Pte. 
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NOMINAL ROLL 


Walch, z, T. =e 


Welch, N... .. 
Welle, A. .. «- 
Wells, E. K. .. 
Wells, I.L. .. 
Wells, J. M. .. 
Wella, (Mw. os 
West, Pa... %- 


Westley, J. E. .. 


Whalan, O. C. .. 
Wheeler, P. J... 
Su. ae 


White, W. W. w. 
Whitehead, J. 
Whiting, E. “ae ‘B. 
Whittle, A. H. 
Whyatt, G, 
Whyte, RB. . .. 


FE 
Willey, Cc. E. .. 
Williams, ries MM, . 


Williams, G..8..: 


183 

Enlistment. Nature of 

Casualty. 

1st Bn., 19/7/17 D.O.W., 7/10/18 
Orig., 6/6/1 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 19/10/17 

.A.Dis., 23/4/20 


. 8th Rfts., 9/6/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 


W., 9/5/18 
6th Rfts,, 19/2/18 


’ 6th Rfts, 19/2/18 K.I.A., 24/8/18 
’ 38th Bn., 22/11/16 
’ 7th Rfts., 19/2/18 


’ Orig., 6/6/16 W., 3/5/17 

14/10/17 

. 2nd Tun. Co,  D.O,W., 20/10/17 
12/4/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 26/5/17 


4th Rfts., 7/2/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 

4th Rfts., 23/10/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 


7th Rfts,, 19/2/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 


W., 25/4/18 
W., 19/3/17 


bg 8/6/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 
Orig., 6/6/16 +» 8/6/17 
Orig Tun. Co., 17/4/17 G., B'06/5/18 
, 6/6/16 
on pegs W., 11/6/17 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
on ee Rits., 19/2/18 
: Orig, 6/6/16 W., 16/12/16 
16/7/17 
D.O.W., 6/9/18 
.. Orig., 6/6/16 
. 5th Rfts., 12/3/18 W., 6/9/18 
. Orig., 6/6/16 
. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 6/9/18 
.. 4th Pnrs., 27/11/17 
. 8th Rfts., 24/6/18 W., 22/8/18 


"* Orig., 6/6/16 


K.LA., 7/5/17 


"" Orig., 6/6/16 


a a 
Orig, 6/6/1 2 

ti 12/10/17 

D.0.W., 19/12/17 

Orig., 6/6/16 W., 18/10/17 


Orig., 6/6/16 

7th Rfts., 19/2/18 
Orig., 6/6/16 

5th Rfts., 9/4/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 


vy 1/5/17 
115/47 18 
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‘1. Rank. 
0. 
1615 Pte. 
1282 L/Cpl. 
(346) Capt. 
1961 Pte. 
(932) Lieut. 
62 Pte. 
347 ” 
2420) 
564 ” 
3397 sy, 
5840 ,, 
23 Dvr. 
567 Pte. 
3130 —,, 
1284 Cpl. 
933 Pte. 
934 ,, 
560° =, 
2419 Artfer. 
1970 Cpl. 
1607 Pte. 
1279 S/Sgt. 
1285 Pte. 
2258 
1616 L/Cpl 
5782a Pte 
asl y 
938 =O, 
2924 
3136, 
568, 
348 L/Cpl. 
2925 Pie.” 
1286S, 
2926 =, 
939 
571 
2175a , 
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Name, Enlistment. Nature of 
Casualty. 

Williamson, A. -» Ast Rfts,. 14/6/16 W., 17/6/17 

Williamson, H. +. Orig., 6/6/16 

Willis, C.B. .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 

Willis, J. L, .. «.. 2nd Rfts., 14/11/16 

Willis, K... «.: se Orig, 6/6/16 

Willson, C.J. .. «.. Orig., 6/6/16 

Wilson, A, . Orig., 6/6/16 Mk 7/6/17 
26/5/18 

Wilson, F,0.T. .. 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 KIi, 7/6/17 

Wilson, J... .. «.. Orig., 6/6/16 

Wilson, 0. C. .. .. 7th, Rfts., 19/2/18 

Wilson, R. «+ «+ Ist Pnrs., 20/10/18 

Wilson, W. .. «. Orig., 6/6/16 

Windred, D. G .. Orig., 6/6/16 « 4/6/17 

Wingrave, J. W. .. 6th Rfts., 12/10/17 KLA. "e/12/1T 

Winter, C. -leciaaes . Orig., 6/6/16 

Wood, A. i . Orie 6/6/16 

Wood, A. ee) oh g., 6/6/16 

W008, Os "es a5) Une oan 6/6/16 W., 6/7/17 
12/10/17 

Wood, J. H. .. .. 3rd Rfts., 20/2/17 

Wood, K.F. .. .. 2nd Rfts., 25/9/17 W., 6/10/17 

Wood, W. B, .. .. Ist Rfts., N.T.O.S. D.O.L, 21/10/17 


Woodhead, 8. W. 
Woods, N. W., MM.. ; 


. Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 W., 17/6/17 


27/5/18 
Woolstencroft, B. W. 3rd Rfts., 3/9/17 W., 18/4/18 
Work, J. .. .. «. Ast Rfts., 14/6/16 W., 22/8/18 
Work, J. D., M.M. .. 60th Bn., 4/1/18 
Wormald, J. E. .. 6th Rfts., 21/5/17 W., 7/6/17 
"6/10/17 
9/2/18 
22/8/18 
Wrench, W. G. .. Orig., 6/6/16 
Wright, FP. J. .. 5th Rfts., 29/10/17 
Wright, H .. 6th Rfts., 7/2/18 W., 26/4/18 
Wyldes, F. W. .. Orig., 6/6/16 W., 7/6/18 
Young, E. J, .. .. Orig., 6/6/16 G., 7/6/17 
Young, J. . -« 5th Rfts., 3/9/17 
Young, R. A. 3. -. Orig., 6/6/16 We igs 


Young, Wide ee os 
Yapp, Fi Be .s0, 0% 


Zeigger, FF... + 


Zunneberg, J. .. pes 
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5th Rfts., 3/9/17 
Orig., 6/6/16 


Orig., 6/6/16 
37th Bn,, 22/11/16 


D.O.1., 3/8/19 


W., 10/5/17 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


HONOURS and AWARDS 
Third Australian Pioneer Battalion 


VICTORIA CROSS.— 
114 L/Cpl. 


Peeler, W, 


Distinguished Service Order, and Military Cross, and French 
Croix De Guerre avec Palm.— 


Major Phillips, H. P. Also M.I.D. 
Service Order.— 
Lt/Col. Sanday, W. H.. Also M.C. 
Major Adams, W. A. Also M.I.D. 
Lt/Col. Mather, L. F. §. 
Military Cross,— 
Lieut. Barnden, V. C. Also M.I.D. 
Capt. Brown, P. H. 
Lieut. Churchill, J. A. B. 
- Lieut. Henningham, Fh, We 
Lieut. James, J. H. Also Bar to M.C. 
Major Keatinge, M. B. 
Lieut. Lindon, J. H, Also M,I.D. 
Capt. Nunn, J. A. 
Lieut. Russell, A. R. E. 
Lieut. Rowan, P. C. Also M.I.D. 
Capt. Rose, W. J. 
Lieut. Simpson, C. H. 
Lieut. Stabback, J. W. 
Capt. Stephenson, A, G. Also M.I.D. 
Lieut. Williams, R. T. 
Distinguished Conduct Medal and Military Medal.— 
454 Sgt. Irvine, A. C. 
Distinguished Conduct Medal.— 
136 Sgt. Anderson, A. E. 
2547 Lieut Dempsey, 8. 
433 Sgt. Gilbert, W. 
Lieut Horder, G. J. 
Lieut. Kilpatrick, D. C. 
252 Cpl. Lonie, H. D. 
284 Set. Nicholson, G. F, 
896 Pte, Sutherland, W. H. 
1273 Pte Waugh, W. A. 
Military Medal and Bar 
1566 Pte. Lawrence, J. 
185 
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186 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 
Military Medal.— 

717 Sgt. Adlam, J. 

2nd/Lt. Astbury, E. B, Also M.I.D. 

718 Pte. Aldridge, F, 

377 Pte. Barrie, A. R, 

3005 Pte. Beard, F. 

1104 T/Cpl. Bohling, C. H. 

744 Pte. Bonham, W. M. 

1805 Pte. Bowen, W. H. 

ns Sgt. Cameron, G. N. 

1515 L/Cpl. Cane, C, E. 

756 Cpl. Carr, L. RB, 


398 T/Cpl. Coakley, J. 
3265 L/Sgt. Coates, W. 


577 Pte. Collins, 8. 

752 Pte. Cowdroy, H, N. 
176 Pte. D’Alton, J. R. 
766 Sgt. Dellar, J. J. 
1075 Sgt. Devine, J. 

2544 Pte. Downie, J. 
2742 Pte. Fisher, C. 

233 Sgt. Fraser, D, 


13 L/Cpl. Freeman, A, R. 
1084 L/Cpl, Fullwood, W. H. 


424 Pte, Fyfe, J. D. 

436 Pte. Gray, G. W. 
1147 Cpl. Gibbs, H. E. 
1550 Sgt. Hannaford, H. 
2316 Pte. Harris, E. E. 
105 Sgt. Hayball, R. 

171 Cpl. Helm, A. E, 

796 Sgt. Heritage, T. W. 

79 Pte. Hethorn, C. N. 
458 Cpl. Jacobs, C. J. 
2089 Pte. James, W. 

227 Sgt. Jones, W. J. 
2384 Pte, Keeley, J. H. 
472 Dvr, Leahey, C. W. L. 
470 Sgt. Lee, R. W. J. 
248 Dvr. Lewtas, H. R. 
471 Sgt. Lia, M. 

251 L/Cpl. Ling, H. W. N 
259 Sgt. Mann, FE. E. 

257 Sgt. Mehegan, A. J. 
293 Sgt. Mitchell, B. F. 
850 Sgt. Mollison, A. K. 
2850 L/Cpl. Mundle, E. B. 
265 Sgt. McCulloch, R. B. B, 
1221 Pte, Nyman, H. 

2nd/Lt, O’Connor, W. L. 

2140a_ = Pte. Parry, R. A. 
1232 L/Sgt. Penniment, A, B, 
881 Set. Proctor, J. C, 
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891 Cpl. Robinson, R. R. 
304 L/Cpl. Russell, J. R. 
3467 Sgt. Salthouse, G. L. 
905 L/Cpl. Seafe, W. H. | 
1941 Pte. Seccombe, C. 8. 
Lieut. Seccombe, C. E. 
2386 a Seton, C. 
2nd/Lt Smethurst, J. R. 
540 Pte. Smith, T. 
3001 Pte, Sorraghan, J. V. 
323 Pte, Stynes, R. W. 
234 Pte, Taylor, L. B. 
565 Pte. Wade, W. E. J. 
1284 Cpl. Winter, C. R. 
563 Pte. Williams, A. 
930 Set. Williams, G, 8. 
= 1285 Pte. Woods, N. W. 
< 1782 Pte. Work, J. D. 
= Medaille D’Honneur.— 
x9 4563 Pte. Allen, P. 
= Belgian Croix de Guerre.— 
23 2nd/Lt. Cope, W. J. 
3 810 Sgt. Heenan, J. 
& Meritorious Service Medal.— 
o. 2nd/Lt. Leroux, H. G. 
4 1598 C.Q.M.S. Scott, D. J. 
ar 2nd/Lt. Arnold, W. T, 
= 2nd/Lt White, A. W. T. 
== 17 T/Cpl. Phillips, H. C. 
= 388 Pte. Barclay, R. 
= 9 Set. Opie, N. 
= 354 Pte. Sinecleton, W. 
4 555 R.Q.M.S. Upfold, H. 


Mentioned in Despatches,— 


Lieut. 
Lieut, 
Capt. 


M.B.E.— 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 


0.B.E.— 
Hon/Capt. 
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Fletcher, A. R, 
Harvey, W. W., 
Tatham, C. L. 


Andrews, L. F. 
Fennelly, P. 
Wegener, J. F. W. 


Dike, E. H. 
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HOW THE V.C. WAS WON BY L/CPL. PEELER. 


On the 4/10/17, East of Ypres, this N.C.O. was No. 1 
of a Lewis Gun Team attached to the 37th Infantry Bat- 
talion. At zero hour he moved forward with the first wave 
of the assault, and after covering about 100 yards, 
encountered an enemy party in a shell hole sniping at 
advancing troops. He immediately rushed the position 
and accounted for nine enemy. troops and cleared the way 
for the advance. This happened on three separate occa- 
sions, and each time he accounted for a number of the 
enemy. 

During operations he was directed to a position from 
which an enemy machine gun was being fired on our troops. 
He located and killed the gunner, and the remainder of 
the enemy ran to a dugout close by. From this shelter 
they were dislodged by a bomb, and the enemy ran out. 
These were disposed of by L/Cpl. Peeler. 

On the morning of 4/10/17 this N.C.O. actually 
accounted for over thirty (30) enemy. He displayed abso- 
lute fearlessness in making his way ahead of the first wave 
of the assault, and the fine example which he set ensured 
the success of the attack against most determined 
opposition. 
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HONOUR ROLL 


a Rank. Name, Nature of Date. 
0. Casualty. 
Maj, Adams, W. A., D.S.0. Killed in Action 15/10/17 
1089 Aitken, J, A. .. .. Died of Wounds 18/7/18 
2574 Pte Alexander, FL, .. Killed in Action 7/6/17 
2506 _—=C=», Austin, C. 0. .. . Died of Wounds 30/9/18 
1002 =, Baker, J. H. .. .. Killed in Action 27/6/17 
2267 _—=Cé=é«y, Balderson, W, I . Died of Wounds 10/5/18 
2519, Banko, W. . Died of Wounds 8/6/17 
2501 «,, Barnard, F. . Killed in Action 15/10/17 
146 Beck, Vv. O. . .. Killed in Action 7/6/17 
1504 Pte Bethune, D. G. . Killed in Action 22/8/18 
740 4 Bicheno, E. 8... . Died of Wounds 4/7/17 
a Bickerton, ©, .. Died of Illness 4/11/18 
1081 Sgt Bowman, R. ©... .. Killed in Action 26/7/17 
374 Pte Brabston, H. .. . Killed in Action 27/6/17 
1505_—i,, Bradford, W. G, .. Killed in Action 19/3/17 
17204, Brandt, J. J. .. .. Killed in Action 7/6/17 
2516 , Broad, A... .. .. Died of Wounds 28/6/17 
Lieut. Broadbridge, N. .. Died of Wounds 6/9/18 
1826 Pte. Brooke, H. ©... .. Ace. Killed 9/1/17 
1508 _ si, Brown, S. .. . Ace. Drowned 12/3/17 
GE Burnett, H. . Killed in Action 9/10/17 
2768 =, Butt, O . Killed in Action 2/7/17 
726. % Butter, N .. Killed in Action 8/5/18 
§819_ ,, Callander . . Died of Wounds 19/10/17 
1804a ,, Carroll, J. O’'C. J. .. Killed in Action 13/4/17 
2279 Cartledge, E. J. Died of _Wounds 22/8/18 
2282 ~«(C«, Cass, J, O. .. Died of Wounds 7/9/18 
399 Sgt. Chamley, L. O .. Killed in Action 29/7/18 
2536 Pte Chester, C. E. W . Died of Illness 31/7/17 
2nd/Lt, Christmas, F. J. . Killed in Action 27/6/17 
745 Coates, H, A .. Died of Wounds 30/9/18 
BU, . Collins, 8., M.M . Killed in Action 22/8/18 
1801 , Condon, J. C, .. Died of Wounds 1/5/17 
1337 Cooper, E. B. .. Died of Wounds 31/5/18 
pi Corlett, T. S. .. Killed in Action 19/10/17 
1887 __,, Corry, J. J. .. Killed in Action 26/7/17 
1653S, Cronin, T. .. . Died of Wounds 7/6/17 
1131 L/Cpl Dadds, F. P -. Died of Wounds 28/3/17 
765 Pte, Dawson, W. - Killed in Action 11/6/17 


Page 210 
nla.obj-2934378048 


National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


190 THIRD PIONEER BATTALION 
— Rank. Name, Nature of Date. 
0. Casualty. 
Lieut. Dempsey, S., D.C.M. . Died after Discharge 25/5/18 
2543 Pte. Dorrington, 6. B. .. Killed in Action 9/2/18 
S17 = %5 Driscoll, T, .. «+ Died of Wounds 29/5/18 
1182 Duncan, W. .. .. Killed in Action 6/5/18 
2546 Dunn, D. J. .. «. Killed in Action 19/10/17 
96 L/Cpl. Dyson, R. P. .. «+ Killed in Action 10/8/18 
1627 Pte. Estoppy, H. T... .. Died of Illness 8/1/17 
2301 ,, Farrell, J. M. .. .. Killed in Action 15/10/17 
43 Flanagan, A. i H. .. Killed in Action 18/10/17 
i Fea, J. . «+ Died of Wounds 23/8/18 
ie Fitzpatrick, ea . « Died after Discharge 13/12/19 
8282 yy Fone, G. H. .. Killed in Action 29/9/18 
30382 yy French, A. H. v. .. Killed in Action 1/12/17 
430 L/Cpl. Galloway, W. .. .. Killed in Action 29/9/18 
3034 Pte. Gannaway, W. . .. Killed in Action 24/5/17 
TSG. gs Gay, W. L. M... .. Died of Illness 9/7/16 
2561 Pte. Geard, W. H. .. .. Died of Wounds 7/6/17 
Lieut. Giblin, L... .. .. Killed in Action 31/12/16 
1148 Pte. pianasnay gs H. .. Killed in Action 4/6/17 
2563 =, Graeber, W, 0. L. .. Died of Wounds 23/8/18 
708. ,, Grant, H. .. .. Died of Wounds 14/7/17 
7234 = yy Gray, E. J. A... .. Died of Wounds 6/9/18. 
3047_—Céi,, Hair, L. J. .. «. Died of Wounds 27/8/18 
1550 , Hamilton, A. .. .. Killed in Action 22/8/18 
1360) . Hammond, W,.. .. Died of Illness 24/12/16 
1631 Sgt. Hennessy, F. J. .. Killed in Action 30/7/18 
3294 Pte. Hislop, A. D. .. .- Died of Injuries 21/2/19 
1087 L/Sgt. Hood, J.U. .. .. Killed in Action 15/10/17 
106 Pte. Homer, W.J, .. .. Killed in Action 6/9/18 
442 Set. Hynes, T. R. .. .- Killed in Action 7/6/17 
221 Dvr. Ingram, A.H... .. Killed in Action 3/1/17 
812 Pte. Ingrams, P.T... .. Killed in Action 6/9/18 
pos: ee Jacobsen, T. .. «.. Died of Wounds 29/9/18 
1887. Jamieson, D, .. ~- Died of Illness 24/3/17 
18494 ,, Jamieson, T. G. .. Died of Wounds 30/9/18 
227 Set. Jones, W. J., M.M. Died of Wounds 18/2/18 
Lieut. Keam, F. F. .. .. Killed in Action 27/6/17 
465 Pte. Kelly, J, . .. Killed in Action 27/6/17 
3062 ~=(C«y Kennedy, E. T. . .. Died of Illness 7/8/17 
1561. » Kenny, P. J. .._ .. Died of Illness 26/1/18 
2107 =» Lake, J. R. .. .. Killed in Action 4/6/17 
2345 =, Larsen, A. E. .. .. Died of Wounds 7/5/17 
2835», Law, J. A... .. +. Killed in Action 5/6/17 
1633. oy Leake, E. H. .. .. Died of Wounds 7/7/17 
247 Sgt. Lewis, M. H, .._ .. Killed in Action 22/8/18 
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HONOUR ROLL 191 
tage? Rank. Name, Nature of Date. 
0. Casualty. 
926 Cpl. Lewis, R. W. .. .. Killed in Action 29/9/18 
1195 Pte. Lloyd, G. T. A... .. Died of Wounds 23/8/18 
255 Cpl. Maggs, . L. .. .. Killed in Action 29/5/17 
854 Pte. Malone, P. J. .. .. Killed in Action 17/11/17 
3323, Marriott, C, E. .. Killed in Action 22/8/18 
2nd/Lt. Manders, F. A, .. Killed in Action 4/3/17 
1207 Pte. Manning, G. .. .. Killed in Action 18/7/18 
2618, Martin, F. .. .«» Killed in Action 29/9/18 
1526 Cpl. Mason, W.I. .. .. Died of Wounds 31/5/18 
4840 Pte. Mathieson, 8.G. .. Died of Wounds 22/8/18 
- Lt/Col. Mather, L. F. 8. .. Killed 23/1/19 
3326 Pte. Matthews, A. E. .. Died of Illness 25/10/18 
263 Sig. Maxted, L. G. .. .. Killed in Action 2/6/18 
838 Pte. May, H. C. A, -. Killed in Action 27/6/17 
847 Cpl, Mercer, H, -. Died of Wounds 22/12/16 
2848 Spr. Metcher, C. T. -» Died of Injuries 19/2/19 
4095 Sgt. Minocks, J. T. .. Ace. Killed 17/5/18 
275 L/Cpl. Moore, R. H. .. .. Killed in Action 8/6/17 
861 Pte, Moore, T. J. .. .. Killed in Action : 5/7/17 
863, Morgan, R. T... .. Died of Wounds 12/6/17 
1579 Sgt. Morton, R. 0... .. Died of Illness 10/2/19 
2361 Pte. Munro, R, . .. .. Killed in Action 6/9/18 
488 Dvr. Murphy, H. .. Died of Wounds 17/2/17 
. 2365 T/Cpl Murphy, J. M, .. Died of Wounds 28/7/17 
326 Pte. Muston, A. E... .. Died of Wounds 80/9/18 
2606 __—sé, McCallam, J. i - «+ Died of Tilness 9/3/17 
Lieut. McConnell, J. .. .. Killed in Action 22/8/18 
7280 Pte. MeDonell, F.W. .. Killed in Action 29/9/18 
267 Dvr. McGregor, J. .. .. Died of Illness 17/12/18 
4 3688 Pte. McGregor, R. F. .. Died of Wounds 27/8/18 
44-5, McIntyre, R. S. .. Died after Discharge 24/1/20 
2437 _—Céi, hein H,F.. .. Killed in Action 3/10/17 
1809, Newby, T Te lla Killed in Action 30/8/18 
27 4 Nottage, B. ‘ .. Killed in Action 22/8/18 
2 ee Nobbs, W. H. .. Killed in Action 6/9/18 
2869 , O’Hare, 8. J. -.» .. Killed in Action 7/6/17 
1229 Cpl. Page, 8. C. .. .. Died of Wounds 5/6/18 
516 C.QM.S. Parkinson, T. B, |: Died after Discharge 19/9/21 
1614 Pte, Peacock, G. W. .. Died of Wounds 14/10/17 
ESh. —» Pedler, E.L. .. .. Died of Wounds 7/6/17 
3098 =, Pennington, E, .. Killed in Action 6/9/18 
3582S, Percival, J. .. .. Died of Wounds 28/6/18 
3100 =, Pinker, ‘. -» «+ Died of Wounds 6/9/18 
B82... Pitt, E. A.. .. .. Died of Wounds 9/5/18 
881 Set. Potts, E. A. .. .. Died of Wounds 22/8/18 
1640 Pte. Quick, H. D. .. .. Died of Wounds 7/11/17 
888 , Reace, C. J. .. .. Killed in Action 17/11/17 
12386, Race, W. .. .. .. Killed in Action | 12/7/17 
Page 212 


nla.obj-2934378647 
National Library of Australia 


War book of the Third Pioneer Battalion 


192 
"1, Rank. 
oO. 
2892 Pte 
808 » 
1243 Cpl, 
2147 Pte. 
2138 i» 
3860- 4 
i ae 
2390 ~=Cé= 
2440S, 
i) are 
3370 _ ~=Cé#p; 
S318: 5 
Lieut, 
909 Pte. 
4224 , 
1931 ,, 
3874 4 
21 yy 
San) ss 
3467 —éi,, 
8878 », 
Oi. 
Lieut. 
332 
8145 ,» 
Capt. 
2405 Pte. 
1656. y 
2913 L/Cpl. 
925 Pte. 
1604 ,, 
1608 _ ,, 
926 L/Cpl. 
1652 Pte. 
34 Cy 
1605 L/Cpl 
6107 Pte, 
1280. , 
$187 «2 
4085 L/Cpl. 
936 Pte. 
2420 4, 
$130, 
844 
930 Sgt, 
1607 Pte. 


THIRD PIONEER BATTALION | 


Name, 


Rigney, W. H. .. 
Boo, Toe 502 a 
Roberts, J, A. .. 
Robertson, D, H. 
Robinson, F. 
Rogers, W. 
Rusbridge, T. R. 


Sutton, C... 


Tapp, H.. .. 
Temple, W. 
Tevlin, 

Tomholt, E. a 
Tomas, By. 
Toone, J. A. 

Et gga T. W. 
Turner, T. 


Vale, H. C. ie 
Vercoe, W. C. .. 
Vincent, W. D. 


Walker, E. J. 
Walking, E. : 
Warnecke, C. 


b oneraies 8 J. E. ee 
Whyte, R. .. 
wee F. 6.4 T. 

1 ve. * . 
hot ee a 


Williams, G. S., MM. 


Wood, W. B. .. 


Nature of 
Casualty. 


.. Died of Wounds 
.. Killed in Action 
.. Died of Wounds 

. Killed in Action 


Died of Wounds 
Killed in Action 


’ . Died of Wounds 


.. Killed in Action 
. Died of Illness 


Died of Injuries 


Died after Discharge 


Died of Wounds 


.. Aee. Drowned 

. Killed in Action 
.. Died of Illness 
.. Died of Illness 

. Died of Wounds 
.. Died of Illness 
.. Died of Wounds 
.. Killed in Action 


. Died of Wounds 


Killed in Action 


Died after Discharge 


Killed in Action 


.. Died of Wounds 
.. Killed in Action 
.. Died of Illness 

. Died of Wounds 


.. Died of Wounds 
. Died of Wounds 


Died of Illness 


.. Died of Illness 
.. Killed in Action 


Died of Illness 


ve Killed in Action 
. Killed in Action 


Died of Wounds 


, Died after Discharge 
.. Killed in Action 
.. Died of Wounds 

. Died of Wounds 


Killed in Action 


. Killed in Action 


Killed in Action 
Died of Wounds 
Died of Illness 


Date. 


19/6/18 
3/1/17 
29/9/18 
16/10/17 
28/7/17 
29/9/18 
5/4/18 


2/8/18 
8/11/18 
15/6/16 
23/8/19 
3/10/18 

29/12/16 

9/6/17 
16/2/19 
30/5/17 
29/9/18 

17/12/18 
22/8/18 
24/8/18 


29/9/18 
23/7/17 
16/12/18 
7/6/17 
10/5/18 
6/9/18 
8/6/17 
11/6/17 
30/4/1 
2/9/1e 
22/7/16 
4/3/17 
29/9/18 


19/12/17 
21/10/17 


Se a 
The Specialty Press Pty. Ltd., 174 Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 
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